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MORE

An issue dedicated to displaying how our community is 
affected by our gifts, and how you can join in. 

Together



So far in 2017, St. John’s has given the following financial support 
to Christ’s mission and ministry beyond our walls.
$76,700 Central/Southern Illinois Synod of the ELCA
Supporting the work of the larger church in our synod and around the world

$9,900 Grace Lutheran Food Pantry
Feeding the hungry in our own community

 $9,300 St. John’s Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Assisting those in our community experiencing financial difficulties

$7,700 ELCA World Hunger Appeal
Feeding the hungry around the world
 

Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree 
is one of my favorite books. It’s a love story 
between a tree and a little boy. The tree 
and the little boy love each other deep-
ly. However, as the boy grows, he keeps 
demanding more and more of the tree. 
Eventually the boy’s greed has demanded 
so much of the tree that all the tree has left 
to offer the boy is an old stump on which 
to sit and rest. The last line of the book 
reads, “And the tree was happy.” True joy 
comes in giving ourselves away to others.

It reminds me of Jesus and his teachings 
on stewardship. Faithful stewards, Jesus 
teaches, are not those who hoard what 
they have been given, keeping it all for 
themselves, but rather those who wisely 
and freely give away what has first been 
entrusted to their care. Faithful steward-
ship is all about the giving and not the 
receiving! It’s true in our individual lives 
of stewardship and in our corporate life 
of stewardship as the congregation of St. 
John’s as well.

One of the stories Jesus tells about stew-
ardship is the Parable of the Talents in Mat-
thew 25. It’s the story of a man who goes 
on a journey and, before he leaves, en-
trusts his property to three of his slaves. To 
the first slave he gives five talents. A talent 
was an incredibly large amount of money 
in Jesus’ day. To the second slave he gives 
two talents. And, to the third slave he 
gives one talent. The first two slaves take a 
risk, using the talents they have been giv-
en to make more talents. The third slave, 
however, is afraid and buries his talent in 
the ground. Upon the man’s return, the 
first two slaves are rewarded and the third 
slave is punished. The point of Jesus’ story 
is clear. When God gives us a gift, we are 

to use that gift in faith 
rather than hiding that gift 
in fear.

One of the true joys of 
serving here at St. John’s is 
that St. John’s truly is A GIV-
ING CHURCH! As the numbers on the 
bottom of the page show, so far in 2017 
our congregation has shared more than 
$116,000 in direct support to ministries 
that lie beyond the walls of St. John’s! 
The generosity of St. John’s in the larger 
church, in the community, and in the world 
is truly awe-inspiring! How rewarding it 
is to know that when individuals give to 
St. John’s that gift is not just being used 
to keep the lights on or to pay the staff 
(though each of those is certainly import-
ant!), but that that gift is also being used 
to share the good news of Jesus’ love in 
both word and action both in our local 
community and around the world! Instead 
of hiding what we have been given out 
of fear or saving it only for ourselves, St. 
John’s is using what God has given us 
to make a real and lasting difference for 
Christ and Christ’s kingdom!

Earlier this year when the Call Commit-
tee was interviewing Pastor Adam, Pastor 
Adam asked us a difficult and challenging 
question. He asked, “If St. John’s ceased 
to exist, would anybody in the community 
notice?” It was a question that sparked 
some interesting discussion. The an-
swer, of course, is a resounding, “Yes!” 
The families who are fed at Grace Food 
Pantry would notice! Congregation mem-
bers who get behind in their utility bills 
or need help with medical costs would 
notice! The neighborhood children who 
use our Little Free Library would notice! 
The families whose children attend our 
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By Pastor Greg Busboom
CHURCH

“For to all those who have, more will be giv-
en, and they will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, even what 

they have will be taken away”
(Matthew 25:29).

St. John’s Preschool would notice! 
The children whose parents are 
incarcerated across Illinois would 
notice! The many ministries that 
are supported by our synod, in-
cluding our Lutheran seminaries, 
colleges, campus ministries, and 
outdoor ministry centers, would 
notice! The students at the 
Tumeini Lutheran Univer-
sity in Arusha, Tanzania 
would notice! Wid-
ows whose homes 
are in desperate 
need of repair 
in Marion, Vir-
ginia would 
notice! Fam-
ilies in need 
of clean 
drinking wa-
ter in Central 
America would 
notice! Last of all, 
you and I who are 
so deeply fed by God’s grace week 
after week in this community of 
faith would notice!

There is no doubt, St. John’s is A 
GIVING CHURCH. What story will 
be written about us as we move 
into our future together? Who are 
the people we will serve? Who 
are the people we will feed? Who 
are the people with whom we will 
share the good news of Jesus? My 
prayer is that the story will be one 

of our congre-
gation using 
everything God 
has given us 
for the living 
out of our 
mission to be and make 
disciples of Christ, 
in response to God’s 
grace. If we do that, if 
we continue to exist not 
for ourselves but for 
others, if we continue to 
share our abundant resources with 
those who are in need, then I am 
confident that the last line of our 
story will also be, “And the church 
was happy.”

Together in Christ +
Pastor Greg
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$4,000 Lutheran Disaster Response
Helping those affected by natural disasters

$3,100 Foods Resource Bank
Working to develop sustainable agriculture in the two-thirds world

$2,600 LSSI Story Book Project
Connecting incarcerated parents with their children through reading

$2,100 ELCA Global Missionary Support in Tanzania
Supporting the Stubbs family as they serve at the Lutheran University 

$1,100 Project Crossroads
Providing building supplies for home rehabilitation in Marion, VA



BE BOLD
COMMITMENT 
WEEKEND

St. John’s Annual Meeting
Sunday, November 19
12:00 p.m.

Come and be a part of this historic meeting in the 
life of our congregation as we . . .

• Vote on whether to proceed with a building 
renovation and addition to increase our hospitality 
space and enlarge and improve our office space.
•Vote to adopt our 2018 budget.
•Elect leaders for our Leadership Board, Preschool 

Board, and Endowment Fund Committee.
•Announce the recipients of this year’s Eagle En-
dowment Fund Awards, totaling $11,300.

A soup and sandwich lunch will be served by 
our St. John’s Youth with a freewill offering being 
received to support the trip to the ELCA’s National 
Youth Gathering this coming summer.

Childcare will be available for children ages 0-7 in 
the church nursery.

The weekend of November 4 
and 5 is Commitment Weekend 
here at St. John’s as we return 
our completed Financial Pledge 
Cards and Time, Talent, and Touch 
Response Forms for 2018.  Please 
bring your completed forms with 
you to worship that weekend as 
we present our pledges during all 
four of our worship services. Your 
financial pledge and participa-

tion in our ministry is both greatly 
needed and greatly valued as we 
continue to BE MORE TOGETH-
ER in living out our mission to be 
and make disciples of Christ in 
response to God’s grace! 
Let’s BE MORE TOGETHER!
As God’s church, we can BE 
MORE!

Just as each year we pledge our 
financial commitment to the the 
body of Christ, we also pledge 
our selves and our abilities. After 
prayerful consideration, please 
turn in a Time, Talents and Touch 
form along with your financial 
pledge card during one of the 
Commitment Weekend services 
or fill it out online at www.st-
johns-springfield.org

BE
MORE

My/Our commitment for the General Operating Fund is:
$__________ per week; or $__________ per month; or $__________ per year.*

  St. John’s Mission Fund

I/We understand I/We may adjust this commitment of giving any time by 
contacting the Church Office.

Name (Please Print) _________________________________ Envelope # _______

AddAddress _____________________________________________________________

Telephone __________________ Email ___________________________________

Date _______________________

*For budgetary purposes, yearly commitments will be calculated on a monthly basis.

Financial Commitment 
Reminder Card for 2018

Remove this stub as a reminder of your 
estimate of giving for the year.

I/We expect to give to Christ through St. 
John’s during the coming year.

General Operating Fund

$_____________________
I/I/We understand I/we may adjust 

thiscommitment of giving any time by 
contacting the church office at 

217.793.3933.

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT CARD
In response to God’s grace, we make 
this commitment for Christ’s Church 

and the ministry of this congregation.

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are.”

1 John 3:1

ANNUAL MEETING
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November 
Worship

Thanksgiving Service

Catholic-Lutheran Service
 of Common Prayer: 
From Conflict to Communion
Sunday, November 19 at 5:00 p.m. at St. Agnes 
Catholic Church (245 N Amos Ave, Springfield).
In commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Ref-
ormation, the Springfield Diocese of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Springfield Cluster of our Central/Southern 
Illinois Synod (ELCA) will be sharing a Catholic-Lutheran 
Service of Common Prayer on  This historic service will be 
co-led by Bishop Thomas Paprocki, Springfield Diocese, 
and Bishop John Roth, Central/Southern Illinois Synod. 
Following the service, a catered dinner will be served in St. 
Agnes’ Fellowship Hall. There is no cost for the meal, how-
ever, reservations are required. To reserve your place at the 
table, please contact Amanda in the St. John’s church office 
(793.3933) or alawler@stjohns-springfield.org no later than 
November 10. All are welcome to come and celebrate the 
growth toward Christian unity that is taking place between 
Lutherans and Catholic around the world!

 
Tim Zimmerman and The King’s Brass 
Friday, December 1, 7 p.m. Sanctuary
We are excited to welcome back this top-notch group of mu-
sicians who have thrilled audiences here in previous concerts. 
For over 30 years, Tim Zimmerman and The King’s Brass have 
provided innovative worship for young and old through the 
best in sacred music. Tickets go on sale November 1 and can 
be purchased by calling the church at 217.793.3933, ext. 212. 
Tickets will be sold before and after worship services Novem-
ber 4 through November 26, while tickets last. Tickets are $18 
for adults and $8 for children under 12.

WORSHIP

Wednesday, November 22 at 7:00 p.m. 
Our annual Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service with our sis-
ter congregations here in Springfield—Grace Lutheran and 
Peace Lutheran—will take place at Grace Lutheran Church 
(714 E Capitol). Our very own Pastor Pam Mitcham will serve 
as the preaching minister. A combined choir will sing. A spe-
cial thanksgiving offering will be gathered at the service and 
shared with the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry and the ELCA 
World Hunger Appeal. Refreshments will be served follow-
ing the service. Come and join together with our sisters and 
brothers in Christ as we give God thanks for God’s many 
blessings to us!

November 4/5 
All Saints (Matthew 5:1-12)

Be More Together as we Share our 
Joys and our Sorrows

November 11/12 
Pentecost 23 (Matthew 25:1-13)

Be More Together as we are 
Wise Stewards

November 18/19 
Pentecost 24 (Matthew 25:14-30)
Be More Together as we Use the 

Gifts we have been Given

November 25/26
 Christ the King (Matthew 25:31-46)
Be More Together as we Serve Jesus

 5:00 p.m. Saturday
(Casual Traditional in Sanctuary)

8:00 a.m. Sunday
 (Traditional in Sanctuary)

10:30 a.m. Sunday
(Traditional in Sanctuary)

10:30 a.m. Sunday
(Contemporary in Parish Life Center)



Welcome!
New Disciples

George and Jodi Bonnett
George and Jodi Bonnett are long-time Springfield residents. George is a 
retired operating engineer and Jodi is a retired elementary school teacher. 
The Bonnetts enjoy traveling, golfing, walking, biking, and flower garden-
ing.

Erik, Lindsey, Phoebe, and Piper Koning
Erik and Lindsey Koning and their two children, Phoebe and Piper, live 
in Pleasant Plains. Erik teaches engineering technology at Pleasant Plains 
High School and Lindsey teaches preschool in the Athens School Dis-
trict. Daughters Phoebe and Piper are 2 and 10 months, respectively. The 
Koning family looks forward to getting involved in all of the children and 
family ministries going on at St. John’s.

Steve and Kathie Little
Steve and Kathie Little recently moved to Springfield from Jacksonville. 
Steve is a retired lineman for the power company and Kathie is a retired 
elementary teacher. Hobbies include crafts, scrapbooking, and hunting. 
Steve and Kathie are excited to be joining their daughter and son-in-law, 
Katie and Tom Rodden, as disciples here at St. John’s.

Dick and Jan Metz
Dick and Jan Metz are actually returning to St. John’s after several decades 
of living out of the area. The Metz’ recently returned to the Springfield 
area, having most recently lived in the greater St. Louis area. Dick is re-
tired from retail management and Jan is a retired music teacher. They are 
the parents of St. John’s disciple Brian Metz. Dick is already involved in 
the St. John’s golf group and Jan is involved in our music ministry.

Adam, Traci, and Nolan Michaud
The Michaud family is originally from Michigan and recently moved to 
Chatham from the greater Washington D.C. area. Adam works for the 
government and Traci is a teacher at Rochester High School. Their son, 
Nolan, is 5 years old and attends preschool at Our Savior’s. Family hobbies 
include reading, cooking, sports, and playing with toys.



Alicia Huntley Begins New Role
 as Director of Small Group Ministries

John Simpson
John Simpson grew up in Taylorville and, together with his wife, Nancy, has been a 

long-time Springfield resident. John works as an attorney with Sorling and Northrup. In 
his spare time, John enjoys horses, managing horse shows, and fishing.

Cliff and Kristin Nisbet-White
Cliff is an English and Communications Instructor at UIS. Kristin also works at UIS, 

serving as a Career Advisor in the Career Development Center. Both Cliff and Kristen 
are graduates of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and the University of 

Illinois at Springfield. Cliff enjoys reading, watching films, and enjoying music. Kristin 
enjoys singing and volunteering and has already found a place in our St. John’s choir.

Tyler, Emily, Nolan, and Adilee Winters
The Winters family lives in Chatham. Tyler works as a web developer with LRS and 

Emily is a social worker with the State of Illinois. Nolan is 5 and attends preschool at St. 
John’s. Adilee is 3. Grandparents Jeff and Barbara Pirmann are especially excited to have 

Nolan and Adilee (and their parents!) join our church family.

On All Saints Day Weekend, St. John’s will welcome 20 new disciples into the life of our congrega-
tion! For five consecutive Sunday evenings in October, these new disciples have explored together 
what it means to be in community, a Christian, a Lutheran Christian, a disciple, and a servant. Join 
with us after worship on Saturday, November 4 or in between services on Sunday, November 5 as we 
welcome these new disciples to our church family with special celebration receptions!

Alicia Huntley is a familiar face at St. John’s. She and her husband, Greg, and their three children—
Claire, Liam, and Reagan—have been active disciples at St. John’s since they first moved to Spring-
field nearly 10 years ago. Alicia has been active in our music ministries, singing in the choir, 
ringing with the Bells of Glory, and serving as our Children’s Music Leader.  She also works as a 
teacher’s aide in our St. John’s Preschool. In addition, Alicia and her husband, Greg, have been 
leaders of our Parents in Christ Small Group that meets two Sunday evenings a month and Ali-
cia has served as the Team Leader of our Small Group Ministries Team.

On October 16, Alicia began a new role in our congregation as Director of Small Group 
Ministries. In this part-time position (15 hours per week), Alicia will work alongside 
Pastor Adam to grow and develop our Small Group Ministries. She is excited about 
her new role and eager to create more opportunities for disciples at St. John’s to 
grow in their relationships with Christ and with each other through being part 
of a small group. For the time being, Alicia is sharing office space with Sue 
Hamilton in the Music Room. Stop by and visit with Alicia about how you can 
get involved in a small group! 
Or, contact her at 217.793.3933 or ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org
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Grace Food
Pantry

The 
Breadline

Years ago, Pastor John and Elizabeth Kelley were given the opportunity 
to live out the words of Jesus, “Whatever you do to the least of these you 
do unto me” (Matthew 25:40) by serving at the Grace Food Pantry. Serv-
ing at the Food Pantry “is an opportunity for us to be good stewards of 
our time and talents, and is an opportunity to be more in serving outside 
our church and into the community” the Kelleys noted. “It also gives us an 
opportunity to do something together.” 

Every year we at St. John’s help St. John’s 
Breadline in Springfield serve a hot, nu-
tritious meal in a clean, positive environ-
ment. The people they serve are broken 
by life’s struggles and come into their fa-
cility each day to fill their hunger of body 

and soul. Matthew 
Umland remembers 
his time there this 
past summer, " When 
I helped there I 
enjoyed being there. 
If I didn't know what 
to do they easily ex-
plained it. Those who 
I helped were happy 
that I was giving 
up my time to help 
others in need."

You can help out 
once again this year 

by purchasing a loaf of bread for $4 on 
Saturday, November 18 and Sunday, 
November 19. Without these accessible 
meals, our guests would spend too much 
time seeking food security instead of 
jobs, education, and the relationships that 
help weave them into our community. 

Confirmation Kids 
Serve at St. John’s 

Breadline
Each year, the confirmation students 
from here at St. John’s work together to 
prepare and serve four Sunday meals at 
St. John’s Breadline in downtown Spring-
field. This year, our 20 confirmation 
students and their small group leaders 
will be working at the Breadline on the 
following dates:

Sunday, November 12
Sunday, November 26
Sunday, December 3
Sunday, December 10

The St. John’s Breadline serves over 
200,000 meals every year! Way to go, 
confirmation students, as you put your 
faith in action by serving others! Just one 
more example of how we are A GIVING 
CHURCH!
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The opportunity presents itself to you also. The Grace Food Pantry served over 5,800 
families and 13,000 individuals in 2016 - a more than 30 percent increase over 2015. 
Volunteers are needed to continue the ministry of Grace Food Pantry. There are shifts 
Monday - Thursday. Some of the tasks include making bag lunches, measuring out bags 
of sugar, stocking the shelves of the Food Pantry, imputing information in the computer 
database, picking up & delivering items from stores after food has been purchased. “Who 
knows what opportunity might be open for you. This opportunity at the Food Pantry has 
proved to be a blessing in many ways.”

We will have a special Thanksgiving collection for the Grace Food Pantry. It is through 
your generous giving that we will be able to bless others who are facing hard times this 
Thanksgiving season. We will be handing out bags at all services on October 28 and 29. 
We will collect food through Sunday, November 5.

If you are looking for a way to get more involved with the Grace 
Food Pantry, contact Doug McFarlan at dmcfarlan@comcast.net or a 312-343-2561

Photo by Justin L. Fowler/The State Journal-Register
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM SCHEDULE
Auditions
For Speaking Parts & Vocal Solos/Small Groups (1st - 6th grade)
Wednesday, Nov 8 6-6:45 p.m. in Room C/D (downstairs)

Weekly Music and Staging Rehearsals (preschool through 6th grade)
Wednesdays, Nov 15 - Dec 13, 6:15-6:45 p.m. in Room C/D (except 11/22)
Sundays, Nov 19 - Dec 3rd, 9:00-9:15* a.m. in the PLC  *prior to Sunday School Opening
No rehearsal Sun, Dec 10.

Special Rehearsals
Saturday, December 9th from 9-11 a.m. in the PLC (speaking parts only)
Saturday, December 16th from 9-11 a.m. in the PLC (dress rehearsal - all)
Sunday, December 17th from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the PLC (during Sunday School Hour - all)

PERFORMANCE - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 10:30 IN THE PLC

CHILDREN

Sprout! Service Nights
On the last Wednesday of each month, we plan a ser-
vice project together. Last month, we baked some 
spooky Halloween cookies for our local Fire Station #8. 
We delivered the cookies and handwritten thank-you 
cards to the firefighters and we learned a bit about their 
routine while on duty. We are very thankful for these 
community heroes!

Thanksgiving Food Drive
We invite all our families to participate in the Grace 
Food Pantry Collection for Thanksgiving. Our Social 
Ministry Team will pass out brown shopping bags with 
lists on Sunday, October 29 for your family to take home 
and fill up together. Happy collecting!

Sunday School Ministry Team
Have you met our Sunday School Ministry Team?
This team is full of servant-leaders who share their time 
and talents each week to make sure our Sunday School 
program remains successful for our families. Please join us 
in recognizing Jen Burk, Kara Davis, Diann Harbour, Chris-
tine Lee, and Mandy Sipes-Saathoff as wonderful leaders 
within our church who give so much to our ministries.



YOUTH

We had more than 500 peo-
ple coming out for family 
fun! We keep growing each 
year. Thank you to every-
one who hosted a trunk, 
volunteered, or donated for 
this event. You truly helped 
make this a success for our 
community. 
Many thanks, Sam Neahring

We have...

16 youth   +  4 adults   
...registered to attend the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering next 
June in Houston, TX. 

Attending the ELCA Youth Gathering is not free. To help 
offset some of the costs, we have some fundraisers in the 
works. 

Noodles Night:
Monday, November 5, come eat at Noodles & Company on 
Wabash from 4:00-9:00 p.m. Our youth will make 10% of all 
sales that night.

Thank you in advance for your support of this important 
event in the lives of our youth.

Ongoing Events
Sunday School:
Sunday Mornings during Sunday School 
(9:15-10:15 a.m.)
7-12 Grades
Come hang out and discuss topics rele-
vant to being a Christian Youth

Encounter:
Sunday Nights, November 12 & 26
6-8 p.m.
9-12 Grades
 
Ignite!
Sunday, November 12
After 10:30 Worship – 1:00 p.m.
6-8th Grades
 
High School Bible Study
Wednesdays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the Youth 
Room. Come and explore the St. Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians
*No Bible Study November 22. Happy Thanksgiving!
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TRUNK-OR-TREAT WAS A 
HUGE HIT THIS YEAR 



 Small Groups

Don't forget to take advantage of 
RightNow Media!  It's the "Netflix 
of Christian Bible Studies!"
It is provided for all St. John's Dis-
ciples and Preschool families, and 
is a great resource for personal, 
small, or large group study.  Go to 
the St. John's website to request 
access if haven't already.

The Baking With Jesus Small 
group is looking for a leader!  
Share your love of baking and 
connecting with others in an 
as-needed basis for various St. 
John's ministries.  Contact Alicia 
Huntley if you are interested or 
know someone who may be!

Did you know that St. John's has 
a growing library of small group 
studies?  Stop in the AMR for a 
peek, or email Alicia for a list of 
what we currently have.  If you 
don't see what you need, let her 
know! 217.793.3933 or ahuntley@
stjohns-springfield.org

ADULTS
Knitting and Crocheting Ministry Team  

We meet between services most Sunday mornings, and invite 
anyone who can knit or crochet to join us in the Parish Life Cen-
ter (PLC) Lobby.  We can always use prayer shawls as well as dish 
cloths for the new disciples. There is a current need for shawls. We 
have some shawl yarn available if needed. Should there be inter-
est, we can join the Stitch and Share ministry team on the second 
Friday of each month and work on our projects. Contact Lynne 
Ewan at 217.414.4449 with questions.

Where there’s a WILL, there’s a way!  

On Wednesday, November 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the Adult Meeting 
Room (AMR) the Financial Health Ministry Team will sponsor an 
informational seminar on basic wills and trusts — what are they, 
do you need them, and how do they fit into an estate plan? John 
Simpson, an attorney with Sorling Northrup in Springfield, will lead 
the hour-long presentation designed to give you some fundamen-
tals on this important topic. 
 
Mr. Simpson graduated from the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign and from the University of Illinois College of Law. 
He joined Sorling Northrup in 2009 after 32 years of practice with 
the Illinois Attorney General, where he served as an Assistant At-
torney General and later Senior Assistant in the Revenue Litigation 
Bureau and the Estate Tax Section.  Mr. Simpson’s practice focuses 
on estate and tax planning, state and local tax advice, and litiga-
tion.
 
No need to RSVP!  Just come as you are. Don't miss this oppor-
tunity to hear from an attorney with years of experience (and 
the war stories to prove it). Contact Lisa Hartzler with questions, 
217.725.3760.

Nativity Scene Festival

If you are interested in displaying your Nativity scene, an 
entry form is available at the Church office. Fill out the re-
quired information and return it to the Altar Guild mailbox. 
If you have displayed your scene in previous years, please 
consider displaying it again.

The Festival is being held alongside the annual Christ-
mas Cantata  before or after the 5pm Saturday Service, 
between services on Sunday, and after the 10:30 Sunday 



Grief Support Group practices “CHURCH TOGETHER”

“What is it like for you?”  That is the question the Grief Support Group continues 
to ask one another.  Sitting together in the music room, the participants have cre-
ated a sacred space.  There are usually tears and laughter.  Some talk a lot, others 
not so much.  For an hour or so on Monday evenings, people can “be real” with 
others who also know the pain of losing a loved one.

“Holidays are the hardest for me.” someone says.  “Right,” another responds, 
“who is going to sit in my husband’s place?”  “Driving by myself is hard for me,” a 
group member offers, shaking her head, “we always drove everywhere together.”  

“For me,” another explains, “it is just saying it out 
loud – My spouse/child/parent died.”

The participants in the Grief Support Group are truly being CHURCH TO-
GETHER.  They find that they are not alone, that others know the pain of loss 
also.  “I can let go here,” one member says about being in the group.  “It’s 
ok to talk; I don’t have to be strong.”  Another adds, “I can weep here; I can’t 
do that with my friends.”

This series of meetings ends on November 6.  For more information or ques-
tions about the next series, please see Pastor Pam.

Parish Nurses Ministry Team offers “Healthy Holiday Eating”

Beginning November 15 at 6:30 p.m., the St. John’s Parish Nurses Ministry Team will offer a series of “Care 
Connections.”  These presentations will bring information on topics of interest to our disciples, neighbors, 
and friends.  November’s topic is “Healthy Holiday Eating.”  Since this “Care Connection” will be held during 
the Sprout! educational hour, you’re welcome to come at 5:30 p.m. for the meal also.  Watch for information 
about future “Care Connections.”

COMMUNITY CARE 

“LORD, HAVE MERCY”
A Service of Healing Prayer
4:00 p.m., Sunday, November 12

At some time or another, everyone needs healing.  While 
we seek physical healing from specific injuries or illnesses, 
we also look for healing in other ways.  We look to God to 
heal us from emotional, spiritual, and relational wounds.

In the rite of healing, the church gives thanks for the 

power of healing that God works through the medical 
community.  We do not promise a cure; we acknowledge 
God’s presence that brings strength and comfort in time 
of suffering.  We give thanks for God’s promise of whole-
ness and peace.  Because we are CHURCH TOGETHER, 
we experience God’s love as it comes to us through the 
community of faith.

Everyone – not just St. John’s disciples - is invited to this 
worship service to seek healing for yourself, for someone 
you know, and for the world in which we live.
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While deployed as a Marine in Iraq in 
2005, Nathan Huffman received a vis-
it from a chaplain that would change 
his life.

“He came to me and he asked me 
how I was doing,” Huffman said. “[I 
gave him the] ‘I’m fine’ typical Marine 
response. But he knew I wasn’t.”

When the chaplain pushed for a real 
answer, Huffman said he hadn’t re-
ceived communion in over a month 
due to combat readiness. So the 
chaplain brought out his communion 
kit and offered him the sacrament 
before Huffman started his nightly 
patrol.

“After receiving communion, I felt at 
peace with dying,” Huffman said. “It 
wasn’t because I was so brave; it was 
because I was confident in Christ.”

Nothing happened during that pa-
trol, but that year Huffman’s unit lost 
46 Marines and two Navy corpsmen. 
Now a father of three, he counts him-
self blessed to be alive.

After returning from deployment, 
Huffman was a police officer in 
Richmond, Virginia for several years 
before and his wife began talking se-
riously about seminary and chaplain-
cy. The son of a retired ELCA pastor, 
Huffman was very involved in church 
growing up and was an active mem-
ber of Epiphany Lutheran Church in 
Richmond.

“My father’s ministry helped to illus-
trate the relevance of faith outside 
the four walls of the sanctuary,” Huff-
man said. “My father and my pastor 
both emphasized the importance 
of faith in times of challenge. I’ve 
carried that through my life and into 
ministry today.” 

Because others had helped him, 
Huffman said he felt called to help 
military personnel and veterans who 
were suffering. “My faith had been a 
large part of that,” he said.

In 2012, Huffman began his studies 
at the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Gettysburg in Pennsylvania, receiv-
ing generous support from his home 
congregation, Epiphany. As part of 
his journey to ordination, he applied 
to and was accepted in the chaplain 
candidate program.

Before candidates can enter a full-
time specialized ministry like chap-
laincy, they must have three years 
of pastoral experience. Huffman 
is currently associate pastor of St. 
Michael Lutheran Church in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia where roughly half o 
the parishioners are former or cur-
rent members of the military.

Huffman hopes his ministry can bring 
light to those facing challenges to-
day. “No one needs a light in bright 
places, but in dark times everyone 
longs for light,” he said. “Christ is that 
flame that we carry into those dark 
places, and in our baptisms we are 
called to be the candles that carry 
those flames.”

A portion of your generous giving 
to St. John’s is used by the ELCA to 
support the ministry of chaplains 
across our church and to support the 
ELCA’s seven seminaries that train 
them. (Copyright 2017 ELCA – ELCA.
org – Living Lutheran.org) 

Chaplain and Father Inspire 
Marine to Pursue Ministry
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Amount Received as of September 30, 2017  $    733,357  
     
Remaining Balance on Mortgage  $ 1,159,271.10
as of 9.30.2017
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

   8:15am Pastries 
with the Pastors 
12:15am Pastries 
with the Pastors 
1:00pm Friends in 
Christ at Concordia 
5:30pm Sprout! 
Meal 
6:00pm Financial 
Peace University 
6:30pm Sprout! 
Classes 
6:30pm Worship 
Band Practice 

8:15am Pastries 
with the Pastors 
12:15am Pastries 
with the Pastors 
5:30pm Bell Choir 
6:40pm Chancel 
Choir 
8:00pm Christmas 
Cantata Rehearsal  

 5:00pm Worship/ 
Communion – 
Sanctuary 
6:00pm New 
Disciples Reception 
6:00pm All Saints 
Family Dinner 

All Saints Day 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Veterans Day 
11 

Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 
9:15am Christmas 
Cantata Rehearsal 
12:00pm Worship 
Vision Team 
6:00pm Parents in 
Christ 

5:30pm Grief 
Support Workshop 
5:30pm Personnel 
Committee 
6:30pm Home 
Repair Group 
7:00pm Leadership 
Board 

9:00am Staff 
Meeting 
9:00am Men’s and 
Women’s Bible 
Studies 
4:30pm St. John’s 
After School Center 
7:00pm Young 
Adults Bible Study 

1:00pm Women’s 
Bible Study 
5:30pm Sprout! 
Meal 
6:00pm Children’s 
Christmas Program 
Auditions 
6:00pm Financial 
Peace University 
6:30pm Sprout! 
Classes 
6:30pm Worship 
Band Practice 

1:00pm Church 
Women United 
World Community 
Day 
5:30pm Bell Choir 
6:40pm Chancel 
Choir 
8:00pm Christmas 
Cantata Rehearsal 

Preschool Closed 
1:30pm Stitch n’ 
Share 

LWR Coffee Sales 
5:00pm Worship/ 
Communion - 
Sanctuary 

Pentecost 13 
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

9:15am Mom’s 
Small Group 
1:00pm Lutherans 
at Play 
4:00pm Service of 
Healing 
5:30pm Parenting 
the Early Years 
Social Event 
6:00pm Encounter 

10:30am Stephen 
Minister Peer 
Support 
4:30pm Preschool 
Board Meeting 
5:00pm Stephen 
Leaders Ministry 
Team 

9:00am Staff 
Meeting 
9:00am Men’s and 
Women’s Bible 
Studies 
4:30pm St. John’s 
After School Center 
5:00pm Stephen 
Ministry Peer 
Support 
6:00pm Group 
LOYAL 
6:00pm Community 
Care Vision Team 

11:00am Preschool 
Chapel 
12:45pm Preschool 
Chapel 
1:00pm Friends in 
Christ at Concordia 
5:30pm Sprout! 
Meal 
6:15pm Christmas 
Program Rehearsal  
6:30pm Sprout! 
Classes 
6:30pm Wills and 
Trusts Information 
Seminar 
6:30pm Care 
Connections 
6:30pm Worship 
Band Practice 

11:00am Preschool 
Chapel 
12:45pm Preschool 
Chapel 
5:30pm Bell Choir 
6:40pm Chancel 
Choir 
8:00pm Christmas 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 8:00am 
Endowment 
Committee 
5:00pm Worship/ 
Communion - 
Sanctuary 

Pentecost 24  
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9:00am Christmas 
Cantata Rehearsal 
9:00am Children’s 
Christmas Program 
Rehearsal 
12:00pm ANNUAL 
MEETING 
5:00pm 
Lutheran/Catholic 
Worship at St. 
Agnes 
6:00pm Parents in 
Christ   

5:30pm Finance 
Committee 
7:00pm Leadership 
Board 

9:00am Staff 
Meeting 
9:00am Men’s and 
Women’s Bible 
Studies 
1:00pm Adult 
Ministries Team 
4:30pm St. John’s 
After School Center 
6:00pm Dinner 
Night Out 
7:00pm Young 
Adults at Engrained 
Trivia Night 

7:00pm 
Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship at Grace 
Lutheran 

Thanksgiving Day 
Church and 
Preschool Closed 

Church and 
Preschool Closed 

5:00pm Worship/ 
Communion - 
Sanctuary 

Christ the King 
26 27 28 29 30   

9:00am Christmas 
Cantata Rehearsal 
9:00am Children’s 
Christmas Program 
Rehearsal 
6:00pm Encounter 
6:00pm Parenting 
the Early Years 

5:15pm Property 
Ministry Team 
7:00pm 
Stewardship Vision 
Team 

9:00am Staff 
Meeting 
9:00am Men’s and 
Women’s Bible 
Studies 
4:30pm St. John’s 
After School Center 
5:30pm Phone 
Calling Ministry 
Team 
7:00pm Global 
Missions Ministry 
Team 

5:30pm Sprout! 
Meal 
6:15pm Christmas 
Program Rehearsal  
6:30pm Sprout! 
Classes 
6:30pm Worship 
Band Practice 

5:30pm Bell Choir 
6:40pm Chancel 
Choir 
8:00pm Christmas 
Cantata Rehearsal 

  

 

15  



 
2477 West Washington 

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: (217) 793.3933 
Fax: (217) 793.4564 

www.stjohns-springfield.org

Mission Statement
To be and make disciples of Christ, in response to God’s grace.

Vision Statement
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is called to grow in meaning-
ful relationships with Christ, with each other, and with the commu-
nity as we are gathered for worship, equipped for discipleship, and 
sent to care. 

Address Service Requested 

NEXT DEADLINE FOR THE EAGLE IS 11-11-2017

Need a ride to 
worship? 

Call the church office at
217-793-3933
Our new van is 

wheelchair accessible! 

Do you have a home repair 
or yard work need that you 
could use some assistance 

with? The Home Repair 
ChristCare small group is 

ready and available to help 
you at no cost. No job is too 
small. Please feel free to call 
Chris Groth at 341.8011, to 

schedule a date.

Lead Pastor Pastor Greg Busboom

Pastor of Community Care Pastor Pam Mitcham

Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship Pastor Adam Connolly

Interim Financial Manager David Richter

Director of Media and Communications Tucker Good

Administrative Assistant
for Office and Communications

Amanda Lawler

Director of Children and Family Ministry Sam Neahring

Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter

Director of Small Group Ministries Alicia Huntley

Director of Music Ministries Sue Hamilton

Organist/Bell Choir Director Carlo van Ulft

Director of Contemporary Worship Christie Lazarides Purdy

Chancel Choir Accompanist Linda Fairchild

Youth & Young Adult Worship Leader Andy Lazarides

Contemporary Worship Keyboardist Valerie Hunter

Custodians Dwayne Varner, Brian Yokem

Preschool Administrative Staff Terri Harms, Melissa Roselle, Courtney 
Peters

Home
Repair

THE EAGLE
NEWSLETTER


