
J U LY/AU G U S T 2 0 1 9

H
E

 E
A

G
L

E
 T

H
T

H
E

 E
A

G
L

E
 T

Grace 
Sends 

Us

E
 E

A
G

L
E

 T
H

E



Pastor Greg Busboom

Lead Pastor
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org

“But you will receive 
power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will 
be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of 
the earth.”

Acts 1:8

So, what is your purpose 
in life? Why are you here? 
What did God create you to 
do? My guess is that we have 
all wrestled with these or 
similar questions at one time 
or another. In 2002, Pastor 
Rick Warren popularized this 
question with his best-selling 
book The Purpose Driven Life, 
a book that begins with the 
somewhat shocking statement, 
“It’s not about you.”

Paul was a member of my 
previous congregation who 

almost always wore the same 
baseball cap that had just three 
words printed on the front of 
it—“Change the world.” Those 
three words defined Paul’s 
purpose in life, a purpose he 
took most seriously. As I
would run into Paul around 
town and ask, “What’s going on 
today, Paul?,” his answer was 
always the same, “Just changin’ 
the world today, Pastor. Just 
changin’ the world.” Paul knew 
and Paul lived his purpose 
each and every day. Just as 
each of us has a God-given 

2July/August 2019



purpose in life, so too does 
the church. Moments before 
he ascended into heaven, 
the risen Christ proclaimed to 
his apostles, “You will be my 
witnesses” (Acts 1:8). These 
five words define the church’s 
purpose. These five words are 
why the church is here. These 
five words describe what the 
church is called to do. The 
church has been SENT into 
the world by the risen Christ to 
bear witness. The church does 
not exist for itself. Remember 
Warren’s opening line, “It’s not
about you.” The church exists 
for the sake of the world. The 
church exists to change the 
world by witnessing in word 
and action to the saving work 
of God in Christ Jesus. The
church does not exist for us. 
We, the church, exist for the 
world. Period.

In the following pages, you 
will read about many different 
ways our congregation is 
being sent into the world to 
bear witness to Christ. Why are 
we doing all of these things? 
Why do we host Wednesday 
night community picnics on 
the church lawn? Why do we 
reach out to the children of our 

community through Vacation 
Bible School? Why are we 
going to Marion, Virginia for 
the 12th summer in a row to 
repair and rehabilitate homes? 
Why are we sponsoring a 
missionary in Madagascar? 
Why do we support the Grace 
Food Pantry and the LSSI 
Storybook Project? Why are we 
transitioning to a new
interactive church software 
program to help us more 
effectively be and make 
disciples together? Why 
are we developing a master 
campus plan to help us grow 
in hospitality and mission? The 
answer to all of these questions 
is simple. We, the church, do 
not exist for ourselves. We, the 
church, exist for the world. The 
church has been SENT into 
the world by the risen Christ 
to bear witness. This is our 
purpose. This is why we are 
here. This is what we are called 
to do. Period.

Some weeks ago, I shared a 
story in one of my sermons 
about a grease factory. The
owner was giving a tour of the 
grease factory, showing off its 
efficient machines and its
nearly flawless ability to 

produce enormous amounts of 
grease. At the end of the tour,
one of the guests commented 
to the owner, “This is a most 
impressive grease factory,
but I just have one question. 
Where’s the shipping 
department?” “Oh,” the owner
exclaimed, “we don’t actually 
sell any of our grease. It takes 
all the grease we produce
to keep our own machines 
running!”

All too often, the church 
operates like that grease 
factory, spending all of its 
time, energy, and resources 
simply keeping the doors of 
the church open. Yet, that is not 
our purpose. That is not why we 
are here. That is not what the 
risen Christ has called us to do. 
We, the church, do not exist for 
ourselves. We, the church, exist 
for the world. The church has 
been SENT into the world by 
the risen Christ to bear witness. 
This is our purpose. This is why 
we are here. This is what we are 
called to do. Period.

Let’s stop greasing the church. 
Let’s go out and, in the words 
of Paul’s baseball cap,

“Change the 
world.”
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Grace SENDS us into the 
world with AUTHORITY.

Grace SENDS us into the 
world to RESIST GREED.

Grace SENDS us into the 
world to show MERCY.

Grace SENDS us into 
the world to be GOOD 

STEWARDS.

Grace SENDS us into the 
world to LISTEN.

Grace SENDS us into the 
world to STAND FIRM.

Grace SENDS us into the 
world to PRAY.

Grace SENDS us into the 
world to SET PEOPLE 

FREE.

“But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and distracted by many things; there 
is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken away from her’”

5:00 p.m. 
Saturday

Relaxed, traditional 
worship in the 

sanctuary.

8:00 a.m.
Sunday

Traditional worship 
in the sanctuary.

9:45 a.m.
Sunday

Traditional worship 
in the sanctuary.

10:30 a.m.
Sunday

Contemporary 
worship in the 

Parish Life Center 
(PLC).

Take time this summer 
to sit at the feet of 

Jesus through weekly 
worship and grow in your 
relationship with Christ, 

with one another, and with 
our community.

Summer Worship 
Schedule
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“Go in peace. Serve the 
Lord.” With these simple words, 
the worship service comes to an 
end. Just as God has gathered us 
into one by the Holy Spirit, just as 
we have heard God speak to us 
through God’s Word, just as we 
have been fed by God at God’s 
table in the bread and wine of 
Holy Communion, so too God 
SENDS us into the world to bear 
witness to all that God has first 
done for us.

The fourth and final part of 
Christian worship is the SENDING. 
It is the briefest part of the 
service. The presiding minister 
proclaims the benediction (God’s 
blessing) upon God’s people. A 
final song is sung as the worship 
leaders make their way to the 
back of the worship space. And, 
then, God’s people are dismissed 
with these or similar words—“Go 
in peace. Serve the Lord.” Note 
the verbs in this dismissal. We are 
not gathered together in worship 
in order that we might stay put. 
No, we are gathered together 
in worship so that we might go 
out! We are gathered together in 
worship so that we bear witness 
to Christ in the world! We 
are gathered together 
in worship so that we 
serve!

“You are witnesses 
of these things.”

Pastor Greg Busboom

Lead Pastor
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org

Luke 24:49

I’ve been in a few churches in which 
they have a sign that hangs over the 
back door of their sanctuaries that 
reads, “The worship is now over. The 
service may now begin.” I like the gist 
of what that sign is trying to say. And 
yet, perhaps it’s not so much that 
worship and service are two separate 
acts. Perhaps worship simply flows 
into service and our serving others in 
Christ’s name becomes our ultimate act 
of worship. Perhaps Christian worship is 
a never-ending circle in which we are 
gathered and sent, gathered and sent, 
gathered and sent, all for the sake of 

a world in need. However you see 
it, together let us “Go in peace. 

Serve the Lord.” 
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St. John’s Music Institute

Sue Hamilton

Director of Music Ministries
shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org

We are excited to announce the 
formation of St. John’s Music 
Institute.  This is a community 
outreach initiative by St. John’s 
disciples who want to share 
the gift of music with deserving 
youth who attend school in our 
neighborhood.  We are working 
with administrators in District 186 
and music teachers at DuBois 
Elementary School, Grant 
Middle School, and Springfield 
High School to identify students 
who may benefit from taking 
private music lessons but 
whose families are unable to 

afford the cost of the lessons and music.  
Lessons will be given once a week here 
at St. John’s by disciples whose goal is to 
share music instruction with area youth 
who otherwise would be unable to afford 
private music lessons.  Currently, we 
have teachers for piano and voice, with 
the possibility of strings and brass.  If you 
would like to share your musical talents 
by joining us in teaching at the Music 
Institute, please contact Sue Hamilton 
at shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org or 
calling her at the church at ext. 222. 

As grace sends us, we hope to build 
a vibrant musical community .    
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St. John’s Concert Series
Nikolaos Pine

Rally Da
y!

Rally Da
y!

Rally Da
y! St. John’s Concert Series invites 

you to hear pianist Nikolaos Pine 
in recital on Sunday, July 28 at 3 
p.m. in the sanctuary here at St. 
John’s. Nik received his Bachelor 
of Music in Piano Performance 
from Indiana State University and 
will be completing his Masters 
of Music in Piano Performance 
at Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music. He has been the 
recipient of the Artistic Excellence 
Fellowship among other tuition 
awards. He has studied under the 
direction of Dr. Beverly Simms, 
Professor Evelyne Brancart, 
Professor Luba Edlina-Dubinsky, 
and has received supplemental 
instruction from Professor Emile 
Naoumoff. He has performed in 
Eisenstaedt, Austria, performing 
in one of Europe’s premier concert 
halls, Haydnsaal of the Esterhazy 
Palace. This is the palace where 
Haydn spent much of his career 
writing and performing music for 
the Esterhazy family. Nik will be 
returning to Austria to perform in 
concert in August. We welcome 
him to St. John’s as he prepares 
for his  Austria performance tour. A 
light dessert reception in the parlor 
will follow the performance. The 
recital is free and open to the public.

September 
7-8, 2019

Invite your friends 
and come join us!

SA VE THE DA TE

Come celebrate with us as we 
begin all of our fall ministries, 

including the roll out of REALM!

Saturday, September 7
5:00 p.m. 

Celebration worship.

Sunday, September 8
8:00 a.m.

Celebration worship.

9:15 a.m.
Sunday School registration and 

kick-off celebration

10:30 a.m.
Combined Celebration worship.

12:00 noon
All-congregation meal on the 

church lawn
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Pastor Adam Connolly

Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org
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Summertime is one 
of my favorite seasons 
in the church year. I think 
it is because of the different 
opportunities that summer 
brings, especially in regards 
to church activities. A couple 
of weeks ago, 22 of our 
confirmation students spent 
a week with other kids their 
age for a week of Confirmation 
Camp. Throughout this week, 
they spend intentional time with 
one another, with new people 
who by the end of the week 
were best friends, and with 
God as they learned about the 
ways God is actively involved 
in their lives and how they are 
called to respond. Last week, 
20 disciples participated in the 
Marion, Virginia Mission Trip, 
where they grew as disciples 
through daily devotion and 
living out God’s call to help 
others. In a couple of weeks, 
over 100 kids will come through 
our doors for this summer’s 
Vacation Bible School, where 
they will learn that whatever 

life throws at them, God is 
good and promises to always 
be with them. Each week, our 
high school youth are gathering 
at various homes as they grow 
in their relationships with one 
another and to discuss the ways 
in which God interacts with their 
lives. Given the busyness of 
life during the school year that 
seems to take a break in the 
summer, these opportunities 
give us a great way in which to 
grow as disciples.

But it can be one of the most 
challenging times as well. 
Without the weekly structure of 
Sunday School, Bible Studies, 
Adult Forum, Wednesday 
Evening Activities, etc. it can be 
easy to put our faith lives lower 
on the priority list. However, we 
need to remember that our faith 
lives don’t just grow when we 
are at church or involved with a 
church activity. We are called to 
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be disciples 24/7, and there are 
multiple ways in which we are 
called to grow in our discipleship. 
Here at St. John’s we offer 
several meaningful tools to help 
you grow in your discipleship, 
including our daily devotions, the 
Taking Faith Home inserts in the 
Messenger each week, and the 
Faith Five. If you are not currently 
using the Faith Five in your daily 
lives, I strongly encourage 
you to start. These brief 
moments can be inspirational 
and transformational in your 
discipleship.

Summertime allows for different 
ways in which to live out our 
lives as disciples, including 
through these big, high-energy, 
week-long experiences. But it 
also allows us to start, or place 
a higher priority on, the smaller 
daily things in which we are 
called to grow in living out our 
discipleship.

Palm Sunday Weekend, April 
13/14, we welcomed six new 
families to our congregation. 
Please introduce yourself the next 
time you see these new disciples 
of Jesus at St. John’s.

• Darren & JoEllyn, Karsyn, 
Kamryn & Kymber Jacoby

• Jim Watson
• Greg & Judy Bee
• Bob Leach & Leslie Forte-

Leach
• Deborah Wesley
• Dwayne & Christine Graham 

(Not Pictured)

Bob Leach & Leslie 
Forte-Leach

Deborah Wesley

Greg & Judy Bee

Jim Watson

Darren & JoEllyn, 
Karsyn, Kamryn & 

Kymber Jacoby
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VBS Picnic

The annual VBS 
family picnic will 
be on Friday, July 
12 at 5:30 p.m. 
We will gather to 
celebrate a week 
of fun and worship 
in our favorite 
way...food and 

fellowship!

Bible classes

Parents of future 
3rd graders, be 
on the lookout 
for information on 
upcoming bible 
classes. Post cards 
will be sent out in 
August with dates 

and information! 

JULY

26JULY

8-12

VBS 2019

VBS will be taking 
place July 8-12 
from 9-11:30. It will 
be a week of crafts, 
bible adventures, 
games, singing 
and learning about 
God’s constant 
love for us. If you 
haven’t signed up, 
it’s not too late! You 
can still sign up 
at www.stjohns-
springfield.org, at a 
registration station 
at church, or on 
the day of VBS. We 
can’t wait to see 
you there!

Preteen 
Lock-in

Calling all future 
5th and 6th 
graders! Join us 
for a night of fun, 
games, and PIZZA 
at the Preteen 
Lock-in on July 
26 at 6:00! We will 
also discuss future 
activities the kids 
would like to see 
throughout the 
school year. This is 
their ministry and I 
want to know what 
they would like to 
do with it!

Wild Wednesdays

It’s Wild Wednesdays each week throughout 
the summer for our Senior High Youth Group 
(those having completed 8th grade and up)! 
Each Wednesday we will gather at the home 
of one of our senior high youth for FUN, FOOD, 
FAITH, and FELLOWSHIP! Meet at the church 
at 7:00 p.m. to ride in the church van or meet at 
the specific location

Our Senior High Youth Group continues to 
grow and we want you and your friends to be 
a part of it!!!

Stay tuned to each weekly Messenger and on 
our St. John’s Facebook Page, 
@stjohnslutheranspringfield to see who is 
hosting each week! 

Dinner Night 
Out

On the third 
Tuesday of every 
month we gather 
at local restaurants 
to share in a 
meal. These 
meals are often 
a c c o m p a n i e d 
by great 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s , 
laughs, and a 
time to connect 
as disciples. In 
order to make sure 
there is adequate 
space for all, 
please contact 
Becky Smith at 
217.494.5523 the 
day before if you 
are planning to 
attend.

July 16
Charhouse
2500 Sunrise Dr, 
Springfield, IL 
62703

August 20
Longbridge Golf 
Course Clubhouse
1055 W Camp 
Sangamo Rd, 
Springfield, IL, 
62707

YouthChildren Y o u t hC h i l d r e n
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Day Trip to Hannibal, MO

Join with the Adult Ministries team at St. John’s 
as we visit Hannibal, Missouri’s two highest rated 
attractions, Rockcliffe Mansion, and Mark Twain’s 
“Huckleberry Finn” buildings. The Church bus 
leaves at 8 a.m. 
Transportation and cost of Rockcliffe Mansion tour 
included in price, only $12. Reservations must be 
made before September 9. Contact Ron Engstrom 
at 217.636.7591

JULY

30

OCTOBER

9

AUGUST

14

Group Loyal

Meets for monthly 
potluck dinners on 
Tuesday, July 9 & 
Tuesday, August 
13 at 6:00 p.m.
All are invited to 
join in this evening 
of fun, fellowship, 
and good food.
On Tuesday, July 9 
come for a special 
evening as we are 
joined by Kevin 
Corbin, a former 
bat-boy for the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 
He will share 
stories about his 
experiences and 
fun stories from 
being with the 
Cardinals.

Cubs vs Cards 
Game

A few seats remain 
for this annual 
event. Tickets are 
$63 a person, and 
it includes round-
trip transporta-
tion between St. 
John’s and Busch 
Stadium as well as 
your game ticket. 
The bus will leave 
church at 4:15 p.m. 
and return around 
midnight. Contact 
Carol Lange at 
553.4381 to sign-
up.

Sullivan 
Dinner 
Theater

Travel with us to 
Sullivan to enjoy 
a performance of 
Church Basement 
Ladies. We will 
leave St. John’s at 
noon, enjoy the 2 
p.m. performance, 
and then head 
to a local Amish 
restaurant for 
supper. Cost for 
the show, meal,  
and transportation 
is $55. Call Carol 
Lange at 553.4381 
to sign up.

Adult

Short Term Small Groups 
this fall

Join us this fall for a brand NEW Connect 
series!  

“Together” will focus on doing life 
together in Christ.  Through life’s 
struggles, suffering, joy and even our 
imperfections, we can each find a way to 
do life together and be church together.

A brand new video series is being created 
by our very own St. John’s pastors.  Join 
a group (huddle) of 6-8 people for a 
short-term 6-week study, which will 
include videos, discussion, and personal 
connection.  At the end of the study, 
we will come together in service...and 
celebration!

Keep an eye out for the Connect Kickoff 
this September, with the fall session 
running Sept 29 - Nov 9.  Huddles will 
meet at various times and locations 
throughout the week, rounding out with 
a fun day of service and a celebration 
event.

Any questions?  Contact Alicia Huntley, 
Connect Ministry Coordinator, at 
ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org or 
217.714.4524.

Coming Up

A d u l t

C o m i n g  U p
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Grace send us! Powerful words! 
Through the Stephen Ministry 
program, grace sends trained 
caregivers to walk with individuals 
through a difficult life journey. 
Stephen Ministers offer support 
to St. John’s disciples, and look 
forward to expanding the ministry as 
they reach out into the community 
of Springfield. Stephen Ministers 
offer care in many circumstances, 
for example, someone who has just 
lost a loved one. A care receiver 
can be someone experiencing a life 
change, for example, divorce, job 
loss, retirement, new baby. Support 
is available for those dealing with 
an illness or loneliness, relationship 
problems or spiritual questions.

Acts 6 begins with the the story 
of seven people chosen to serve 
(verses 1-7). “It is not right that we 
should neglect the word of God in 
order to wait on tables” (Acts 6:2b).
 
In a conversation with a former co-
worker (as it was shared with me) 
the word “table” actually refers 
to being the host, the one who 
tends to others, and their well-
being, welcoming others, taking 
care of those in need. Seems 
complex, but simple: as God’s 
disciples we are sent to care for 
others. Complex words for the 
simple gift of sharing a prayer, a 
listening ear, a shoulder to cry on.

Grace send us! Again powerful, but 
simple words in a complex world.

Cindy Koonce

Stephen Leader Team, Awareness Coordinator
cindyrae72@gmail.com
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CANCER COMPANIONS SUPPORT GROUP

July 3 and 17
August 7 and 21

6:30 p.m.
Parlor

Group sessions will meet in the Parlor and offer encouragement, support 
and hope for anyone in treatment, post treatment, or caregivers through 
prayer scripture, devotions, conversation, and fellowship.  To register, 
call the church office (217.793.3933) or email cancercompanions@
stjohns-springfield.org.   

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP

July 15 and August 19
1:00-2:30 p.m.

Adult Meeting Room

This group provides emotional, educational, and social support for 
family and friends of individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
related dementias.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
The Faith Community Nurses Ministry Team will offer blood pressure 
screening the first weekend of each month. Bring your blood pressure 
card if you have one and if you would like to have your home blood 
pressure equipment checked, bring that also.

July 6 and August 3
4:30-5:00 p.m.

July 7 and August 4
9:00-10:30 a.m.

Parlor

BLOOD DRIVE

August 23
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Central Illinois Community Blood Center, 
1999 Wabash Avenue

St. John’s will sponsor the blood drive at the Central Illinois 
Community Blood Center, 1999 Wabash Avenue. Thanks to the 
generosity of those who donate blood, the center can collect 
lifesaving blood products that have the potential to assist many 
critically ill patients. Please help if you can!
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an evil role in the ways in 
which we treat one another 
as fellow Christians and as 
fellow human beings. Even 
though there have been 
steps taken at all levels 
of our government, and 
within our ELCA church 
structure, racism continues 
to be a force that drives us 
apart. Here at St. John’s, 
there is a dedicated 
group of disciples actively 
discussing the role racism 
plays in our community 
and how we as disciples 
of Jesus are called to 
speak out against the 
ways in which we harm 
one another. Over the 
past year, this group has 
been meeting and trying 
to figure out how to begin 
taking small steps towards 
combating racism. This 
is not something that we 
can fix overnight. However, 
there are steps that we 
believe all Christians can 
take in beginning the 
healing process from all 
the harm caused by racism. 

Since 1986, Crossroads 
Antiracism Training has 
been working on educating 
people of all backgrounds 
on how racism played and 
continues to play a large 
role within our world. This 
organization, founded by 
two lutheran pastors, is 
now working all across 

the Midwest and beyond 
in training people about 
racism and striving to 
create and strengthen 
structures of accountability 
to people and communities 
of color and other socially 
oppressed groups, both 
within institutions and in 
the wider community. 

One of the ways 
Crossroads continues 
this mission is through 
a 2-½ day educational 
training. All three pastors 
at St. John’s, along with 
about 10 disciples have 
gone through this training. 
Throughout the three days, 
it gives people a chance to 
build a common definition 
of racism and explore the 
historic development of 
institutional racism in the 
US.  We also examined 
ongoing realities of racism 
including the identity-
shaping power racism has 
on people of color and white 
people; explored racism’s 
individual, institutional, and 
cultural manifestations; 
and considered the link 
between racism and 
other forms of oppression. 
This training was very 
transformational for me 
in understanding our call 
as Christians to speak out 
against the ways we have 
harmed one another.
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If you are interested in 
learning more about what 
our group has been up to, 
how you can get involved 
with our work, one of the 
upcoming training events, 
and how God is calling 
us to bring an end to the 
evils racism inflicts on our 
world, we invite you to an 
informational session on 
Sunday, July 21 at 9:15 or 
10:45, both in the Adult 
Meeting Room. If you have 
any questions, please 
reach out to Pastor Adam 
at 217.793.3933 or to Ted 
Schurter at kristen-ted@
sbcglobal.net. I would 
love to continue this 
conversation.

Pastor Adam Connolly

Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org

“Dear my church family,
All my life I have known that my skin color makes a 
difference. A difference in how people treat me when they 
see me. From their eye expressions to their body language, 
the education I received, the neighborhood I am able 
to live in. Going through the Crossroads’ Understanding 
and Analyzing Systemic Racism seminar helped me to 
understand no matter how hard I try to fight to get out of 
Poverty and give the best to my son it will never happen 
due to the color of my skin. I learned how our government 
has not changed some of the laws that are more than 50 
years old. 

I would like to ask if you can go through the training, and 
be open and willing to relearn what you think you know 
about how our system is set up. I also think you would 
understand more about what white privilege is. One of the 
best memes I’ve seen on Facebook said, ‘White Privilege 
doesn’t mean your life has not been hard; it means that 
your skin color isn’t one of the things that make it harder.’ 

I believe one of my favorite Bible verses best illustrates 
how God meant for us to show love. 1 John 3:18 states, ‘Let 
us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth.’”
Sincerely, Sundae Johnson

“I can’t fully explain my interest in this subject... It’s been 
obvious to me of the differences in opportunity afforded 
people with white skin compared to people of color since 
my days in high school...  the feelings of injustice never left 
me... what I will say is this: if you are willing to accept the 
truth... you can begin to heal.  If you are looking for a place 
to start... consider this: there is a profound courage within 
the state of willingness... willingness to listen and consider 
reality just as it is, rather than run from it or construct 
a barrier around it to soften it. This workshop offers the 
opportunity for people to engage in conversations and 
consider new perspectives in a safe and non-judgemental 
environment...  It is literally the best workshop I have ever 
attended.”
Disciple at St. John’s

The following are testimonials written by two of 
the group members who have attended the 
training and how it has impacted their lives.
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Send me!Send me!
Isaiah 6:8

Here
I AM
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Our weekly “Meals 
on the Lawn,” 
Wednesday nights 
at 6:00 p.m are in 
full swing, and will 

continue until Wednesday, 
August 14. There will be no meal 
July 3. Following the meal, we 
have fun activities planned for 
all ages. You can also wear your 
gardening clothes and come 
work in our Community Garden 
after the meal. Groups of St. 
John’s disciples will provide the 
Main Dish and you are asked to 
bring a side to share. There are 
still a couple of dates the main 
dish is needed.  If your group 
would like to provide the main 
dish, please call Pastor Adam 
at 217.793.3933. 

For our last two meals, August 
7 and 14, we have two special 
activities planned. First, on 
August 7 we will once again be 
handing out school supplies to 
anyone in need. We will also do 
a special Backpack Blessing 
for all students. Please bring 
your backpack as we ask for 
God’s blessing on a new school 
year. On August 14, we will end 
our summer with a huge party. 
There will be lots of fun games, 
as well as a giant inflatable to 
celebrate another successful 
summer. 

Please plan on joining us as 
we continue growing in our 
relationships with one another 
and with our neighborhood 
community!

June 23-29, 20 disciples 
from St. John’s traveled 
to Marion, Virginia for 
the 12th annual mission 
trip. Centered around the 

theme “We love because God 
loved us first” from 1 John 4, 
we deepened our relationship 
with God, one another, and the 
community as we completed 
service projects for residents of 
Smyth County, VA, spent time in 
devotion with one another and 
ate delicious food cooked by 
Rose Moser. We look forward to 
sharing our stories with you in 
the weeks following our trip, and 
invite you to worship with us on 
Sunday, July 28 at the 9:45 a.m. 
Sanctuary Service or the 10:30 
a.m. Contemporary Service as 
we talk about our experience of 
becoming the hands and feet of 
Christ in our world.

Send me! The plans are still 
in the works for the 
2019 Habitat for 
Humanity Interfaith 
Build. Over 20 

congregations from various 
faith traditions will be coming 
together to build a home 
for a family in Springfield. If 
you are interested in helping 
make this dream a reality, 
please contact Pastor Adam 
at 217.793.3933 or pconnolly@
stjohns-springfield.org

For the past six 
years, in conjunction 
with our Meals on 
the Lawn, we have 
collected school 

supplies to be given away to 
children in our congregation 
and in our neighborhood. 
This year, we will once again 
collect school supplies to 
be handed out to children 
in our neighborhood but 
also children at Dubois and 
Harvard Park Elementary 
Schools.
Starting the weekend of 
July 13/14, you can drop off 
school supplies at the tables 
located in the Narthex and 
the PLC Lobby.
Supplies Needed:

4
1

3 4

2

• Backpacks • Notebooks 
• Pens • Folders 
• Glue Sticks • Pencil Boxes 
• Pencil Sharpeners • Erasers 
• Colored Pencils • Crayons 
• Scissors (Blunt & Pointed) 
• Rulers • #2 pencils

WAYS 
OUR 
COMMUNITY
IS 
REACHING 
OTHERS
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Pastor Greg Busboom

Lead Pastor
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org
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When I 
was growing up, I had a n 
older uncle and aunt who lived 
across the corn field from us. 
Our family visited them often—
sometimes just me and my 
dad stopping in on a Saturday 
morning and sometimes our 
whole family stopping in on a 
Sunday afternoon. No matter 
when we stopped in, my aunt 
was ALWAYS ready! I don’t know 
exactly how she did it, but she 
always seemed to have a loaf 
or two of homemade bread 
coming out of the oven, a freshly 
baked pie resting on the kitchen 
counter, and plenty of delicious 
food ready to be served from 
her refrigerator with only a 

moment’s notice. Whenever a 
guest stopped by and whoever 
that guest might be, my aunt was 
prepared, my aunt was ready, my 
aunt was fully ready to welcome 
them with a table full of delicious 
food and downhome hospitality.

Are we ready here at St. John’s? 
Are we prepared? Is our bread 
baked? Is our front door open 
and ready to welcome? Do 
we have processes in place 
to get people connected to 
ministry once they become 
part of our community of faith? 
Stewardship is not just about 
caring for our time, talents, and 
treasure, but also about caring 
for ALL the resources God has 
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entrusted to our care, including 
those guests who stop by on 
a regular, occasional, or only 
every-once-in-a-while basis. 

A variety of exciting initiatives 
are currently taking place in 
the life of our congregation to 
make sure that we are ready. 
Our new online REALM is an 
amazing tool that we will roll-
out in September that will help 
us more effectively be and 
make disciples TOGETHER. We 
have recently engaged Jaeger 
Nicola Kuhlman Architects 
(JNKA) to lead us in the 
development of a Long Range 
Master Plan for our physical 
facilities to make sure they 

are as welcoming as possible. 
Many different groups within 
the congregation including 
both a Hospitality Task Force 
and an Anti-Racism Task Force 
are hard at work discerning 
how we need to grow in our 
welcome and engagement with 
all our neighbors, regardless of 
who they are. Through these 
initiatives, along with many 
others, we are seeking to make 
sure we are ready for whoever 
God leads to walk through our 
doors. As we care for our time, 
our talents, and our treasures, 
let us also make sure that we are 
ready to care for those guests 
and visitors that come our way in 
the very best way we know how.

Luke 12:35

“Be dressed for action and have your    
lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding 
banquet, so that they may open the door 
for him as soon as he comes and knocks.”

“we are 
seeking to 
make sure 
we are 

ready for 
whoever 
God leads 
to walk 

through our 
door”

19  



God’s Spirit continues to work through all of us, 
in a wide variety of ways! Come take a look at the 
portraits in the St. John’s Gift Gallery and see what 
God is doing today through St. John’s disciples as 
they minister in their church, families, workplaces, 
and communities. The pictures will be on display 
in the passageway between the Sanctuary and the 
Parish Life Center beginning on Pentecost, June 9.

WHAT IS GOD DOING TODAY 
AT ST.  JOHN’S LUTHERAN

Kristen Schmid Schurter
Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries
ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org
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??“When the day of Pentecost had come, they 
were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”

Acts 2:1-4

WHAT IS GOD DOING TODAY 
AT ST.  JOHN’S LUTHERAN
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11
synod assembly

See you on Rally Day as we log-in and begin experiencing 
life and ministry together in a brand new way through 
REALM! Being and making disciples TOGETHER! It’s what 
REALM is all about!

REALM is coming to St. John’s on Rally Day Weekend 
September 7-8! 

realm system

Here’s just a few of the things you’ll be able to do 
with REALM:
• Access an up-to-date online directory (including 

pictures!) of our St. John’s disciples.
• Manage your financial giving to St. John’s, including 

viewing your giving statements.
• Interact with other members of ministry teams through 

group posting.
• Sign-up for ministries and small groups.
• Much, much more!

What is REALM? REALM is our new St. John’s online 
community that exists to help us be and make disciples 
TOGETHER. All current Ministry Team Leaders are 
asked to participate in one of the two training sessions 
listed below. Save the date today! REALM Training for 
all Ministry Team Leaders will be held on:

Wednesday, July 31 7:00-9:00 p.m. (Dessert provided)
Sunday, August 4 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (Lunch provided)

“I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where 
will my help come? My help comes from 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth” 

These words from Psalm 121:1-2 served as the theme 
of our Central/Southern Illinois Synod Assembly 
June 6-8 at the BOS Center in Springfield. Voting 
members from the 122 ELCA congregations in our 
synod gathered for three days of worship, Bible Study, 
fellowship, learning, and conducting the business of 
the church. In addition to our three pastors, voting 
members from St. John’s included Pastor John and 
Elizabeth Kelley, Amanda Johnson, Rose Moser, 
David Richter, Kay Van Fossan, and Paul Wells. The 
guest Bible Study leader for the assembly was Bishop 
Katherine Finegan of the Northern Great Lakes 
Synod. The Festival Worship Service was held at St. 
Agnes Catholic Church. St. John’s hosted a marvelous 
hymn sing and ice cream social on Friday evening for 
all assembly participants. Special thanks to all those 
who made the hymn sing and ice cream social such 
an enjoyable and delicious event for all!
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33
Financial 

Update

General Operating Fund
As of May 31, 2019

Income:  $   429,096
Expenses:  $   422,172
Ahead/(Behind): $   006,924

BE BOLD Campaign Update

Total Pledged through May 31, 2020  
$ 1,606,979

Total Given through May 31, 2019  
$ 1,337,352

Remaining Balance on Existing Mortgage: 
$ 919,055

campus planning

task force

The surveys are in and the interviews are complete! 
Thank you to everyone who responded to our recent 
Master Planning Survey regarding needs and priorities 
for our campus facilities and to those who participated 
in interviews with our architects from JNKA during 
their site visit June 22-23! So what happens next?

Early-Mid July
JNKA compiles the data from the surveys and 
interviews and prepares a written summary of their 
findings.

Late July-Early September
JNKA works closely with the Campus Planning 
Task Force to develop and design a Master Plan for 
our campus, including the identification of a Phase 
One Project that falls within our current financial 
resources.

September-October
JNKA prepares a detailed cost estimate for Phase 
One, as well as more general cost estimates for 
potential later phases.

Together, we are moving forward as a 
congregation to more effectively live out God’s 
mission for us to be and make disciples of Christ, 
in response to God’s grace. How is God preparing 
us to be SENT into our community to proclaim in 
both word and action the good news of Jesus?2

1.

3.

5.

4.

2.

Sunday, November 10
JNKA and Campus Planning Task Force host a 
Congregational Town Hall Meeting to present 
the Master Plan, including conceptual designs 
for a Phase One Project

Sunday, November 24
Annual Congregational Meeting is held with the 
hope of voting to proceed with Phase One.
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2477 W. Washington St. 
Springfield, IL 62702

www.stjohns-springfield.org
217.793.3933

@stjohnslutheranspringfield


