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Pastor’s Message - Pentecost 19

BULLETIN INSERT Weekend of October 14-15, 2017

The Messenger
St. John’s Lutheran Church

2477 West Washington • Springfield, IL 62702
(217) 793.3933 • www.stjohns-springfield.org

Community Care
Caregivers Conversation - October 24 Do you offer care to a family member in your home?  
Are you the principal caregiver for that person?  You are not alone.  While your particular situ-
ation is unique to you, others share many of the experiences and challenges you face.  One of 
the gifts of community is that there is help and support available to you.  If you are caring for 
a family member in your own home, or in a facility, please join Pastor Pam for a Caregivers 
Conversation on Tuesday, October 24, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  You can help us learn how 
St. John’s can minister to caregivers.  You can tell us what it’s like, how it’s going, and what is 
hardest for you.  You can help us know how to care for the caregiver, for you.  Please feel free to 
speak with Pastor Pam if you have questions, and come join the conversation. 

Knitting and Crochet Ministry Team We meet between services most Sunday mornings, and 
invite anyone who can knit or crochet to join us in the Parish Life Center (PLC) Lobby.  We can 
always use prayer shawls as well as dish cloths for the new disciples. There is a current need for 
shawls. We have some shawl yarn available if needed. Should there be interest, we can join the 
Stitch and Share ministry team on the second Friday of each month and work on our projects. 
Contact Lynne Ewan at 217.414.4449 with questions.

Worship and Music 
Chancel Choir and Cantata Retreat On Saturday, October 21, we will host a retreat for all 
singers currently singing in the Chancel Choir and/or Cantatas, as well as those who are inter-
ested in singing in worship in the sanctuary. The retreat will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and will 
include devotions, prayers, and lots of singing. The Christmas Cantata will be shared with singers 
at that time. Lunch will be served. There will be opportunities for fellowship throughout the day. 
Please register in advance by emailing shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org. Sharing your God-giv-
en talents in music ministry is very rewarding! All singers are welcome! 

Catholic-Lutheran Service of Common Prayer: From Conflict to Communion In com-
memoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Springfield Diocese of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Springfield Cluster of our Central/Southern Illinois Synod (ELCA) will be 
sharing a Catholic-Lutheran Service of Common Prayer on Sunday, November 19 at 5:00 p.m. 
at St. Agnes Catholic Church (245 N Amos Ave, Springfield). This historic service will be co-led 
by Bishop Thomas Paprocki, Springfield Diocese, and Bishop John Roth, Central/Southern Illinois 
Synod. Following the service, a catered dinner will be served in St. Agnes’ Fellowship Hall. There 
is no cost for the meal, however, reservations are required. To reserve your place at the table, 
please contact Amanda in the St. John’s church office (793.3933) or alawler@stjohns-spring-
field.org no later than November 10. All are welcome to come and celebrate the growth toward 
Christian unity that is taking place between Lutherans and Catholic around the world!

Funeral Meal Ministry Invitation
Funeral meals are a tangible way to care for grieving families. A 
new funeral meal ministry is being designed. Each step of the 
process is spelled out, and both leaders and team members will 
be fully trained. There is a meeting for prospective funeral meal 
team leaders on Thursday, October 19 at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish 
Life Center Lobby. Kristen Schmid Schurter and Pastor Pam will be 
giving the meal instructions a trial run, so come hungry! Contact 
them through the church office with any questions and to RSVP. 
Everyone is welcome to come and find out more information: men, 
women, families, friends, and you.

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows” (Psalm 23:5).

Be. More. Together. These three simple words communicate our fall theme here at 
St. John’s. First, we are called to be. The Christian life is not ultimately about doing, 
but rather about being, that is, being the freed and forgiven children God has called 
us to be. The Christian life is not ultimately about what we do, but rather about who we 
are. Second, we are called be more. Our identity as forgiven children of God frees us 
to be more than we otherwise would be without Christ’s forgiveness. The forgiveness 
that is ours in Christ frees us to live our lives wholly and fully for God and for our neigh-
bors. No longer is our primary concern taking care of ourselves. Christ has freed us to 
make our primary concern our relationships with God, with each other, and with the 
world around us. And, finally, we are called to be more together. As Christians, we 
are called into community. We become more when we are in relationship with others. 
And, our witness to Christ in the world becomes more when we combine our gifts with 
the gifts of those around us in service to others.

This coming week, you will be receiving in the mail your Stewardship Packets for 
2018. Included in your packet will be your 2018 Commitment Card and your 2018 
Time, Talents, and Touch Form. As you prayerfully complete both of these forms for 
the coming year, the Stewardship Vision Team asks that you think about how God is 
calling each of us to be more together. How is God calling us to share our financial 
resources in order to care for the church and Christ’s mission in it, to care for one 
another, and to care for our community? How is God calling us to share our time, our 
talents, and our touch for the sake of Christ’s mission and ministry in the world? How 
is God calling us to be more together for the sake of the gospel?

Our stewardship goal for the coming year is not so much about a dollar amount, but 
rather about participation. Perhaps you’ve never pledged to St. John’s before. If that 
is the case, we are inviting you to be more together as you join your financial pledge 
with others in our community of faith for the sake of a world in need. Perhaps it’s been 
a while since you’ve shared your gifts of time and talent in ministry here at St. John’s. 
If that is the case, we are inviting you to be more together as you jump back into full 
participation in the life of our congregation. Perhaps you are feeling that your faith is 
waning and you are growing distant in your relationship with Christ. If that is the case, 
we are inviting you to be more together as you re-engage your faith, growing in your 
participation in the life of discipleship.

Be. More. Together. Three simple words. What will these three words mean for you 
as we commit our time, talents, treasures, and touch to Christ in the coming year?

Together in Christ +

Discipleship   
Spiritual Gifts Class “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14). 
Spiritual Gifts are a part of God’s good creation, making each of us unique. All are welcome to 
come learn more in a Spiritual Gifts class on Sunday, October 29 from 5-7 p.m. in the Adult 
Meeting Room (AMR). Dinner and childcare are provided. For more information or to RSVP, please 
contact Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793.3933, x217 or kss-
churter@stjohns-springfield.org.

Discipleship   Young Adults
Paint Night The Young Adults group and God’s Girl’s small group are participating in a Paint 
Night fundraiser hosted by 5th Street Renaissance/ SARA Center Wednesday, October 18 @ 
7p.m. at Arlington’s (210 Broadway). The cost is $45 and the young adults group will pay for 
half the ticket cost! Please RSVP to Nellie Pieper or Sundae Johnson and RSVP on the St. John’s 
Lutheran Church Young Adults Facebook page or by contacting the church office! The painting is a 
cute Halloween pumpkin!

Serving in Worship
5 p.m. Sanctuary Service
Greeters Bill and Carolyn Isham, David Rowland

Ushers Doris Hobbs, Jone VanWinkle

Reader Arlene Pietsek
Altar Guild Jan Cazel, David Richter
Communion Assistants Carolyn Fickas, Arlene Pietsek
Musician Greg Huntley
Preaching/Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Connolly
8 a.m. Sanctuary Service
Greeters Steve and Bonnie Draughan

Ushers Bob Borcherding, Michael Bowden, Del Smith,
Dick Wieties

Reader Bonnie Draughan
Communion Assistants Mary Ann DeFend, Bonnie Draughan,  

Royce Hubert, Jim Sanders
Altar Guild Jolene Reddy, Shirley Stoldt

Acolytes Cooper Burk, Griffin Burk
Preaching Minister Pastor Pam Mitcham
Presiding Minister Pastor Greg Busboom
10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Service
Greeters Rod and Cathie Von Holten

Ushers Dennis Bomke, Bonnie Busby, Keith Hamann,
Steve Umland, Bob Walbaum

Reader Bill Schlosser
Altar Guild Jolene Reddy, Shirley Stoldt
Acolytes Olivia Baima, Thomas VanBerkom

Flower Delivery Rhonda Neubauer
Preaching Minister Pastor Pam Mitcham
Presiding Minister Pastor Greg Busboom
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service - Parish Life Center
Hospitality Beth Varner
Reader Karla Hopper
Communion Assistants Amanda Johnson, Wes Johnson, Cindy Sedam,

Jill Sproat, Marilyn Witkop
Praise Team Becky Eiter, Meghan Eiter, Christie Lazarides, 

Lucas O’Neill, Alex Remolina, Cynthia Thompson
Keyboardist Valerie Hunter
Instrumentalists Gabe Cowan, Andy Lazarides, Dave Lazarides, 

Jeana Reinbold
Technical Team Thi Bowden, Aaron Duncan,  Hannah Duncan,

Gabe Eiter, Ron Engstrom
Preaching/Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Connolly

Weekly Bread Baker Linda Wilson

BUILDING FORUMS!
Tuesday, October 17 - 10:30 a.m.

 Thursday, October 19 - 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday, October 22 - 9:15 a.m.

More details on PAGE 2!



Judy Ahrens, Marguerite Allen, Dottie Beach, Marie Bomke, Clyde Bull, Marlene Carnduff, 
Bernadine Dickson, Jim Fisher, Fran Fehring, Marilyn Gorsek, Martha Hawker, Debbie Johnson, 
Johannes Lesle (currently deployed in South Korea), Skylar Lewis, Mark Lohnes, Betty Lunik, Joe 
Myers, Judy Nika, Layla Noll, Gene Poehlman, Priscilla Rademaker, Doris Riecks, Liz Saner, Jean 
Sergent, Debbie Slater, Pat Sriner, Carol Stubbs, Maude Tatman, Stephanie van Ulft

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church as we are gathered for worship, equipped for discipleship, 
and sent to care. We are glad you are here! If you do not yet have a church home in Springfield and 
are interested in becoming part of St. John’s, we invite you to visit with one of our pastors.  This 
weekend Jesus tells a parable about a king who graciously invites all people to a wedding banquet. 
Some people accept and some don’t, and one who gets a last-minute invitation gets a surprise after 
showing up without the proper wedding attire. In this parable, Jesus teaches us that receiving God’s 
grace changes people.

Welcome

Calendar

Remember in Prayer
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Saturday, October 14
LWR Coffee Sales
5:00pm  Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary
6:00pm   BE MORE Ministry Fair 

Sunday, October 15
Pentecost 19
LWR Coffee Sales
8:00am   Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary
9:15am   Fellowship
9:15am  Sunday School/Adult Forum
10:30am  Worship - Sanctuary
10:30am  Worship/Communion - PLC
11:45am  Ignite!
5:00pm  New Disciples Class
6:00pm  Parents in Christ

Monday, October 16
4:30pm   Preschool Board
5:30pm  Finance Committee
5:30pm  Grief Support Workshop
7:00pm  Leadership Board

Tuesday,  October 17
8:45am   Healthy Preschooler
9:00am  Men’s and Women’s Bible   
  Studies
9:00am  Staff Meeting
10:30am  Building Forum
1:00pm   Adult Ministries Team
4:30pm  St. John’s After School   
  Center
6:00pm  Dinner Night Out

Wednesday,  October 18
8:45am  Healthy Preschooler Class
11:00am  Preschool Chapel
12:45pm  Preschool Chapel
1:00pm  Friends in Christ at Concordia
5:30pm  Sprout! Meal
6:00pm  Financial Peace University
6:30pm  Sprout! Classes
7:00pm  Young Adult/God’s Girl’s   
  Group: “Paint the Night” @   
  Arlington’s
7:45pm  Worship Band Practice

Thursday,  October 19
8:45am  Healthy Preschooler Class
10:00am  Confirmation Camp Planning  
  Team
11:00am  Preschool Chapel
12:45pm  Preschool Chapel
5:30pm  Bells of Glory
6:40pm  Chancel Choir
7:00pm  Building Forum

Friday, October 20

Saturday, October 21
9:00am  Chancel Choir Day of Music   
  and Prayer
5:00pm  Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary

Sunday, October 22
Pentecost 20
8:00am   Worship - Sanctuary
9:15am   Fellowship
9:15am  Sunday School
9:15am  Building Forum
10:30am  Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary
10:30am  Worship/Communion - PLC
5:00pm  New Disciples Class
5:00pm  Confirmation Rehearsal
6:00pm  9th Grade Confirmation   
  Banquet 
6:00pm  Parenting the Early Years
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October Food Item:   
Cereal

Discipleship   Youth and Family
High School Bible Study Come hang out in the Youth Room during Sprout! classes as we 
continue our journey through the Book of Ephesians. 

ELCA Youth Gathering Although the deadline has passed, if you still want to go with the St. 
John’s group to Houston next summer for the ELCA Youth Gathering talk to Pastor Adam this 
weekend and let him know you are interested. 

Ignite! Calling all Youth in 6-8th grade: Come to Ignite! After church This SUNDAY, October 15 
until 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be served and we’ll explore some of Martin Luther’s famous sayings 
and what they mean to us today.

Encounter Come to Encounter SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 (note date change) from 6-8 p.m. for 
a Halloween/Fall Party. See more info below.

Youth Halloween Party Sunday, October 29 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. for all youth 6th-12th 
grade in the Parish Life Center (PLC). There will be Candy, Fun, Candy, Games, Candy, Snacks, 
and, oh yeah, Candy!! Come dressed in your Halloween Costumes. There will be prizes for the 
best dressed.

Stewardship
Here we GROW again! Come and learn more! St. John’s is growing again as we seek to 
expand our space for hospitality and welcoming others and to add some much-needed office 
space. The congregation will vote on whether and how to proceed at our Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, November 19 at 12 noon in the Parish Life Center (PLC). During the month of 
October, four informational meetings will be offered so that you can learn more about the op-
tions that are being proposed and so that you can help us improve these options for the sake of 
Christ’s mission in this place. Informational meetings are scheduled for the following dates and 
times:

 Tuesday, October 17 - 10:30 a.m.
 Thursday, October 19 - 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday, October 22 - 9:15 a.m.

Meetings will be held in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR). You are welcome to attend as many 
of the meetings as you would like! Come and be a part as we join together in living out our mis-
sion to be and make disciples of Christ, in response to God’s grace!

God is calling us to BE MORE …  
Come find out about the amazing ministries going on at St. John’s and in our community, and 
how you can be part of them at the 
BE MORE Fall Festival and Ministry Fair Saturday, October 14 from 6-8 p.m.
 -Food, prizes, ministry team leaders and information in the Parish Life Center Lobby   
 from 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. This is your chance to meet people, ask questions and find  
 out how you can get involved.
 -Entertainment in the Parish Life Center (PLC) from 7:15 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
 -Kids’ activities and childcare provided 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

As God’s church, we can BE MORE together!
For more information, or to help with setup and cleanup, contact Kristen Schmid 
Schurter, Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries, at 793.3933 x217 or ksschurter@
stjohns-springfield.org.  

Where there’s a WILL, there’s a way! On Wednesday, November 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the Adult 
Meeting Room (AMR) the Financial Health Ministry Team will sponsor an informational seminar 
on basic wills and trusts — what are they, do you need them, and how do they fit into an estate 
plan? John Simpson, an attorney with Sorling Northrup in Springfield, will lead the hour-long 
presentation designed to give you some fundamentals on this important topic. No need to 
RSVP!  Just come as you are.  Don’t miss this opportunity to hear from an attorney with years of 
experience (and the war stories to prove it). Contact Lisa Hartzler with questions, 217.725.3760.

The Gift of Wisdom: Speaking the Truth in Love As we are called to grow in meaningful 
relationships with Christ, each other, and the community, the spiritual gift of wisdom is especial-
ly important. People with wisdom are diplomatic, and able to sort out problems in the context 
of relationships. According to the Haugk Spiritual Gifts Inventory, they have mature, skillful 
judgment, make Godly choices and encourage others to do likewise. “Who is wise and under-
standing among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of 
wisdom” (James 3:13). Talk to Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter to 
find out more about using gifts to assemble a team. 

Sign up for St. John’s Current Ministry needs at http://www.stjohns-springfield.org

Discipleship   Children and Family
Trunk-or-Treat on October 25 Trunk-or-Treat will be in the parking lot on Wednesday, October 
25 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Homemade chili, hot dogs, chips, and lemonade will be served under 
the white tent on the lawn. If you would like to host a trunk or donate a bag of candy, please 
coordinate with Sam Neahring, Director of Children and Family MInistries, at either sneahring@
stjohns-springfield.org or 793.3933. Wear your best costume and meet us there!

Christmas Program Auditions!  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  Christmas will be here before we know it!

Our Christmas Program includes preschool through 6th grade and will be held on Sunday, 
December 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Life Center (PLC). Auditions for speaking parts and 
singing parts (1st - 6th graders) will be Wednesday, November 8 from 6:00-6:45 p.m. in 
Classroom C/D.  Sign up on Sam’s door or at Sunday School!

Sunday School We offer classes for Pre-K through 6th grade, 9:15-10:15 a.m. weekly. Chil-
dren meet in the Parish Life Center (PLC) for music and opening and can be picked up down-
stairs in the classrooms. 7th-12th graders gather each Sunday in the Youth Room (Lower 
Level). The Adult Forum meets in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR), adjacent to the PLC Lobby. 
Come and grow in faith and discipleship TOGETHER!

Sprout! on Wednesday Evenings Dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the Lobby, followed by classes at 
6:30 p.m. 
 3rd Grade Bible Class
 All 3rd graders are invited to join our “My Bible” Class with a parent, 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
 The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss
 4th-6th graders are exploring Dr. Seuss’ works as Jesus’ disciples. 6:30-7:30 p.m.
 Nursery
 Open for children 2nd grade and younger whose parents are participating in a Sprout!  
 class.
 

Sam Neahring, Director of Children & Family Ministries
sneahring@stjohns-springfield.org x.206

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Lesslie Morgan in loving memory of her 
parents Lester and Marilee Lybarger and in honor of the anniversaries of Stephen and Jennifer 
Hancock and Ray and Fran Myers. 

Holy Baptism
Fellowship          

Mission
Analyzing and Understanding Racism Workshop This important opportunity is coming to St. 
John’s Parish Life Center November 2-4 and you are invited! Crossroads Anti-Racism Organizing 
and Training teaches the 2.5 day workshop in partnership with the Springfield Coalition on Disman-
tling Racism (SCoDR). The workshop is open to the community and only 45 spots are available. 
Contact Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793.3933, x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org for 
more information.

Personal Care Kits It’s time for the annual Lutheran World Relief gathering. This year we are 
collecting items to make personal care kits to be distributed to people who have fled their homes 
or live in refugee camps or other shelters. We are collecting: Dark-colored, light-weight bath towels, 
bath-sized bars of soap, individually wrapped toothbrushes, sturdy combs, and metal nail clippers. 
Collection bins are located near the Welcome Centers in the Narthex and PLC Lobby. Many thanks 
for your support of LWR!

Discipleship   Adult
Rick Steves: Luther and the Reformation Did you know that Rick Steves, famous travel 
expert, is a member of the ELCA? In commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, 
Rick Steves traced the dramatic events of the Reformation movement that changed the course 
of history. Join us on Monday, October 30 (note date change from October Eagle) from 
7:00-8:30 in the Parish Life Center (PLC) as we watch Rick explore the roots of the religious 
discontent that led up to the Reformation and how one person can change the world.. After the 
showing, there will be time for fellowship and conversation around the documentary.

Dinner Night Out October 17, 6:00 p.m. at Baker’s Square (3434 Freedom Dr, Springfield). 
Please call Becky Smith (494.5523) for reservations.
 
Adult Forum Explores Luther’s Small Catechism The Adult Forum has begun a new class 
titled By Heart: Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. As we commemo-
rate this 500th anniversary year of the Lutheran Reformation, this course opens up meaningful 
and rich conversations around some of the core teachings of our Lutheran faith and how we 
can live out that Lutheran faith as 21st-century disciples of Jesus. The class meets each Sunday 
morning from 9:20-10:15 a.m. in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR). Whether this is your first intro-
duction to the Small Catechism or whether you know it well already, this engaging study hopes 
the Spirit will ignite--and reignite--the spark of faith in you! All are welcome!

MILLIKIN UNIVERSITY “VESPERS”. Travel to Decatur the afternoon of Saturday, December 2 
for this very popular Christmas concert  with dinner at a Decatur restaurant following.  Concert 
tickets are $12 adult, $10 senior/children. Transportation cost dependent on number attend-
ing. Contact Cindy Engstrom at 217.691.0471 by October 31 to sign up.

We rejoice in the baptism of Margaret Lulabelle Helton, daughter of Colin and Rachel Helton, 
at our 10:30 a.m. sanctuary service this weekend. Margaret’s baptismal sponsors are Brandon 
and Kara Bradshaw. We pray that the Holy Spirit would fill Margaret with the gift of faith that, as 
she grows, she would come to trust more and more in Jesus’ promise to her!

Hospitality for New Disciples God richly blesses us at St. John’s by bringing new people to 
our congregation. Please come give a warm welcome to the newest disciples in our church fami-
ly during special fellowship receptions on Saturday, November 5 in the Parlor after the 5:00 p.m. 
service and on Sunday, November 6 in the Parish Life Center Lobby during the 9:15 a.m. Fellow-
ship Hour. Contact Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793.3933 x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-spring-
field.org if you would like to help provide hospitality for these events. 


