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“[Jesus said to the disciples,] ‘But it 
is not so among you; but whoever 

wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever 

wishes to be first among you must be 
slave of all’” (Mark 10:43-44).

What could God make happen 
in and through St. John’s if each 
and every ONE of us grew our 
giving to St. John’s in 2019 by just 
ONE? This question serves as the 
theme of this year’s fall stewardship 
campaign as we prepare to make 
our commitments of time, talents, 
treasure, and touch for the coming 
year.

Just imagine what God could make 
happen if each ONE of us gave 
just ONE additional percent of 
our annual income to St. John’s! 
In 2017, the median household 
income in Sangamon County was 
just over $56,000. To date here at 
St. John’s in 2018, we have 455 
active giving households in the 
congregation. Assuming that the 
median household income in our 
congregation is comparable to the 
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October 20-21, 2018 to St. John’s Lutheran Church! We 
are glad you are here! If you do not 
yet have a church home and would 
like to become part of Christ’s 
community at St. John’s, we invite 
you to visit with one of our pastors. 
Today’s gospel from Mark starts 
with disciples obsessing over who’s 
number one, which leads Jesus to 
say something about God’s take on 
importance and power. Here Jesus 
makes it explicit that the reversal 
of values in God’s community is 
a direct challenge to the values 
of the dominant culture, where 
wielding power over others is what 
makes you great.

Welcome

Pastor’s Message

This Weekend

Sunday 10-21
Cub Scout Popcorn Sales 
Spiritual Gifts Ministry Team                           
PRESCHOOL ORANGE ROOM     
                            9:15 a.m.
Worship Vision Team                           
AMR                      12:00 p.m.
New Disciples’ Class                           
AMR                        5:00 p.m.
Confirmation Rehearsal                           
SANCTUARY                   5:00 p.m.
9th Grade Confirmation                 
Banquet                                                
PLC LOBBY                      6:00 p.m. 
Parenting the Early Years  Small 
Group                                                    
OFFSITE                           6:00 p.m. 
Parents in Christ Small Group                                             
OFFSITE                           6:00 p.m. 
Sunday Night Small Group                                              
OFFSITE                           6:30 p.m.

Monday 10-22 
Property Ministry Team                    
AMR           5:15 p.m. 
Stewardship Vision Team                   
CLASSROOM C                  7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 10-23
Coffee and Conversation              
PLC LOBBY                       8:00 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study             
AMR                           9:00 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study         
PARLOR                        9:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting           
MUSIC ROOM           9:00 a.m.
Keeping in Touch Ministry              
Team                                                        
CHOIR ROOM         5:30 p.m.
Stephen Minister Training                  
AMR           6:00 p.m.
Global Missions Ministry Team      
OFFSITE                    6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 10-24
Trunk-or-Treat                                         
CHURCH PARKING LOT 
          5:30 p.m.
Worship Band Practice                    
PLC                                   7:30 p.m.

Thursday 10-25
Bells of Glory                               
SANCTUARY                   5:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir                               
MUSIC ROOM        6:40 p.m. 

Saturday 10-27 
Reformation Weekend 
Day of Song and Prayer Cantata 
Retreat                                             
CHOIR ROOM                 8:30 a.m.
Endowment Fund Committee           
AMR                                   8:30 a.m.
Lutheran World Relief Drop-off             
SANCTUARY                   9:00 a.m. 
Worship/Communion               
SANCTUARY                   5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10-28
Reformation Weekend 
Worship/Communion                                
SANCTUARY                    8:00 a.m.
Fellowship                                         
PLC LOBBY                      9:15 a.m. 
Sunday School/t.b.d.                     
LOWER LEVEL           9:15 a.m. 
Adult Forum                               
AMR                             9:15 a.m. 
Worship/Communion                                            
SANCTUARY                  10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship/                 
Communion                                             
PLC                       10:30 a.m.
New Disciples’ Class                           
AMR                        5:00 p.m.
Joy Seekers Small Group                          
OFFSITE                           5:30 p.m.
Encounter                                              
PLC                                    6:00 p.m. 
Preteen Bowling Night                                             
OFFSITE           6:00 p.m. 

This Week 
at St. John’s

 All events can be found at 
www.stjohns-springfield.org

There you will also be able to 
sign up for weekly event emails.
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Sue Umland        Paul Wells

Trunk-or-Treat                    Wednesday, October 24, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Come to the St. John’s parking lot to trick-or-treat with your family and see 
all our decked-out trunks! Wear your favorite costume and bring a bag 
or bucket to collect your treats. Dinner will be provided for all who attend 
under the big white tent. Anyone is welcome to come to this event, so 
spread the word! If you would like to host a trunk or donate candy, please 
contact the church office by October 22.

Preteen Bowling Night    Sunday, October 28, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
All 5th and 6th graders can bring friends to bowl with us for $2.50 per 
game! Meet at Strike ‘N Spare in Springfield and pick out some sweet 
bowling shoes. Bring extra money for the snack bar if you want some food.

Sunday School                 Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Children in PreK-4th grade meet each Sunday in the PLC at 9:15 a.m. for 
Music & Opening, and then we go downstairs to our classrooms with our 
teachers. 5th and 6th graders can head downstairs to their classroom at 
9:15. Meet us at the Welcome Table in the PLC Lobby for directions!

Christmas Program Auditions   Wednesday, November 7, 6:00 p.m.
Can you believe we are preparing for our Christmas Program already?! If 
you are in 1st grade through 6th grade, you are eligible to audition for a 
speaking role or special singing role in this year’s program, Really, Really, 
Really Good News. Sign up to audition on our Children & Family bulletin 
board today! The program will take place on Sunday, December 16 during 
the 10:30 a.m. worship service in the Parish Life Center (PLC).

ChildrenChildren

AdultsAdults
Adult Forum: The Book of Judges          Sundays, 9:15 a.m.
The Book of Judges cracks a window into depths of the human soul. 
Watch a nation struggle with its identity and relationship to its God. Heroes 
and heroines arise who seem to have the potential to save Israel, but in 
the end, each proves to be a broken savior that cannot deliver. Join us as 
we travel through the Book of Judges using a study written by pastor and 
author J.D. Greear. We will wade into the Book of Judges to shine a light 
onto the muddy waters of human rebellion. The stories and truths within 
are not just archaic tales with no relevance for us today. Rather, through 
each chapter we will be unpacking the truth of God’s grace in the midst 
of human wickedness, and showing how only the divine can redeem the 
fallen. Grab a cup of coffee and join us in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR). 

Hill Prairie Winery Murder Mystery Dinner     Friday, November 16 
Join the Adult Fellowship Ministry Team for an entertaining mystery theater 
evening. The show is entitled “Who Wacked Willy Wonka.” We will leave 
the St. John’s parking lot at 5:15 p.m. and return around 10:30 p.m. The 
cost is $50 per person and includes transportation. (Show may contain 
adult suggestive material). To sign up, contact Carol Lange at 553.4381 or 
Cindy Engstrom 636.7591 by October 23.

Men’s Bible Study                            Tuesdays, 9 a.m.
The Men’s Bible Study continues to meet on Tuesdays in the Parlor. Our 
new subject is “The History of Christianity II, The Reformation to Modern 
Megachurch.” The information is presented via video by Professor Molly 
Worthern from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Women’s Bible Study                                        Tuesdays, 9 a.m.
The Women’s Bible Study group continues their Bible study in the Adult 
Meeting Room (AMR) with the Jesus Calling series by Sarah Young: 
Experiencing God’s Presence. We welcome everyone! 



median household income of our 
county, an additional ONE percent 
in giving would mean an average 
increase of $560 in annual giving 
per household (an increase of just 
over $10 per week!). If our 455 active 
giving households each increased 
their annual giving by an average of 
$560, the increase in giving to our 
General Operating Fund would be 
$254,800! Just imagine what God 
could make happen in and through 
our congregation with an additional 
$254,800! And, all it would take to 
make that happen would be each of 
us increasing our giving by ONE! 

What would we do with an additional 
$254,800? The answer . . . we would 
keep on doing what we are currently 
doing, namely, SERVING! An 
additional $254,800 would allow us to 
increase our missionary sponsorship 
in Madagascar or perhaps sponsor 
an additional missionary, grow our 
annual mission trip experience 
(perhaps even internationally!), more 
generously support Lutheran Social 
Services of Illinois, Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries, and Lutheran Campus 
Ministry, hire a full-time youth director 
to grow our ministry to our 7th-12th 
grade youth, explore the possibility 
of starting a satellite ministry site in 
one of our surrounding communities 
such as Rochester, Chatham, 
Sherman, Athens, or Pleasant Plains, 

begin a music outreach ministry 
to underserved children in District 
186, hire a full-time parish nurse to 
care for our aging population in our 
congregation and beyond . . . the 
possibilities are nearly endless! And, 
all it would take to make this happen 
is for each and every ONE to increase 
their giving by ONE!

I invite you. Please read through 
the information carefully that was 
included in your 2019 Stewardship 
Packet that you either picked up at 
worship last weekend or that you 
received in the mail this past week. 
Then, prayerfully consider how God 
might be calling you to increase your 
giving to our General Operating 
Fund by ONE. Finally, complete 
the commitment card included in 
your packet and bring it with you to 
worship on Commitment Weekend, 
November 10-11.

What could God make happen in 
and through St. John’s if each and 
every ONE of us grew our giving to 
St. John’s in 2019 by just ONE? The 
answer . . . COME AND SEE! 

Plus ONE +

Pastor’s Message Continued

GeneralGeneral 

 The Altar Flowers  are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
Ralph and Carolyn Chambers’ 55th wedding anniversary and Bill and 
Lori Schlosser’s 30th wedding anniversary and in loving memory of Bill 
and Ann Mullaney by their children Jane and John.

 Remember in Prayer  Dottie Beach, Marie Bomke, Marlene Carnduff, 
Ralph Chambers Sr., Bernadine Dickson, Natalia Foard, Jim Greene, 
Steve Hardy, Chad Hicks, Evelyn Lageman, Betty Lunik, Ken Martin, 
Donna Moore, Judy Nika, Johneita Osterhuber, Arlene Pietsek, Gene 
Poehlman, Dean Rademaker, Priscilla Rademaker, Liz Saner, Jean 
Sergent, Debbie Slater, Katie Smith, Pat Sriner, Betty Stuemke, Perry 
Taylor, Kinslie Thompson, Carole Tracy, Helen Traeger, Suzie Weissberg, 
Stephanie van Ulft, Yogi Yoggerst

Commitment Weekend                      November 10-11
Bring your completed 2019 Commitment Cards (includes both your 
financial commitment and your time, talents, and touch commitment) to 
worship the weekend of November 10-11 as we celebrate our annual 
Commitment Weekend! Consider how you can grow your giving by 
ONE in the coming year! Then, bring your completed card with you to 
worship as we present our gifts in response to all that God has done 
and continues to provide for us! 

9th Grade Confirmation Banquet       Sunday, October 21, 6:00 p.m.
Our annual 9th grade confirmation banquet for our 11 9th graders 
preparing to affirm their baptismal promises, together with their 
families, takes place this Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Life Center (PLC). A confirmation worship rehearsal will take place at 
5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary for each of our 9th graders and at least one 
parent. Remember our congregation’s 9th graders in prayer as they 
prepare to take this important step of faith and commitment to Christ!

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering
Once again, it is time for our annual participation in the LWR 
ingathering. During the months of September and October, we will 
be collecting Personal Care Kits that will be distributed to people 
who have lost their homes in this country and around the world. 
While families are forced to live in shelters or refugee camps, these 
kits will give them the dignity of having their own personal toiletries. 
The following items are needed for each kit: 1 light weight bath towel 
(dark colors preferred), 2 or 3 bath size bars of soap in their original 
wrapping, 1 adult size toothbrush in its original packaging (do not 
purchase multi-packs),1 sturdy comb, 1 metal nail clipper. You may 
provide individual items or complete kits! Thank you in advance!

Connect Celebration Event  Saturday, November 3, 6:00 p.m.
We did it!!! Our congregation’s first Connect series has been a success 
as over 100 disciples continue to gather over six weeks in 15 huddles 
as they explore the question, “What are you looking for?”All those who 
have participated in this fall’s Connect series are invited to a Connect 
Celebration Event on Saturday, November 3 at the Ace Sign Museum 
(2540 S 1st St, Springfield) from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Dinner will be shared 
prior to huddles competing against one another in a huge trivia 
competition! Prizes will be awarded to the huddles with the highest 
and lowest scores! Don’t miss this fun evening of good food, good 
fellowship, and friendly competition! Watch for our next Connect series 
to kick-off in January!

Healing Service          Sunday, November 4, 3 p.m.
Jesus invites us, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Pastor Pam will 
lead a Service of Healing for anyone yearning for healing either in their 
own life, in the lives of others, or in the life of our world. Comprised 
of readings from God’s Word, song, silent reflection, and intercessory 
prayer, these services provide peace in an otherwise turbulent world. 
Following the service, our Stephen Ministers will host a time of 
refreshments and fellowship in the Parlor. All are welcome to come and 
experience the healing touch of Christ’s love.

Christian Sympathy  We extend our Christian sympathy to the family of 
St. John’s disciple Bob Good who passed away very unexpectedly this 
past Thursday, October 18.  Visitation will be on Monday, October 22 
from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Staab Funeral Home. Bob’s funeral will be here 
at St. John’s on Tuesday, October 23 at 11:00 a.m. in the sanctuary with 
a one-hour visitation in the Parlor preceding the service. We pray for 
Bob’s wife Jill, their son David, and Bob’s father Chuck as they grieve, 
that the hope and promise of Christ’s resurrection might give them 
comfort and peace. 

Holy Baptism  We rejoice with Mason Edward Lawler (8:00 a.m. 
worship) and Colt Markis Kenneth Brosseau (10:30 a.m. traditional 
worship) who are receiving the gift of Holy Baptism this weekend. 
Mason is the son of Aaron and Amanda Lawler and is sponsored by 
Zachariah and Kolette Stuhmer. Colt is the son of Michael and Chyen 
Brosseau and is sponsored by Cole Atkins. We pray for God’s Holy 
Spirit to fill Mason and Colt with the gift of faith that they might daily 
grow in discipleship to Christ.

YouthYouth
Encounter                          2nd and 4th Sundays, 6 - 8 p.m.
All 9th-12th graders and their friends are invited to Encounter each month 
in the PLC. Live Music provided by Andy Lazarides and friends - Specialty 
coffee drinks and smoothies provided by Solid Rock Cafe - Worship and 
Bible Study led by Pastor Greg - Small group discussion time. It’s all back! 
And, it’s new and improved! Don’t miss it! 

t.b.d.                                                                           Sundays 9:15 -10:15 a.m.
Each weekend, Pastor Greg leads a Sunday morning experience for 9th-
12th graders in the Youth Room titled “t.b.d.” From 9:15-10:15 a.m., we 
load up on unlimited supplies of chocolate milk, donuts, and apple treats, 
followed by an engaging discussion of important faith topics! This fall’s 
topic will be prayer as we wrestle with questions like: Is prayer important? 
Is there a right way to pray? Does prayer really change things? Does prayer 
really change God? C. u. @ t.b.d. this fall. Friends and foes are welcome!

Blood Drive              Thursday, October 25
Did you know that 17% of blood donations are used to treat cancer? Or 
that every 2 seconds, someone in the United States needs blood BUT 
only 38% of the population is eligible to donate? That is why we need 
YOU! Come to the Community Blood Center, 1999 Wabash, anytime on 
Thursday, October 25 to donate blood. The blood bank is critically low on 
Type O Negative blood and could really use your help! Don’t forget to let 
them know you are a part of St. John’s Lutheran Church when you go to 
donate! 

Christmas Cantata Retreat   Saturday, October 27, 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Our annual Christmas Cantata Retreat is coming at the end of the month! 
We will rehearse Mark Hayes’ Come to the Manger from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. and then end rehearsal with lunch and fellowship in the PLC Lobby. 
The cantata will be presented the weekend of December 8 and 9 at all 
three sanctuary services. We also have two additional off-site presentations 
of the cantata planned for December 7 and 18. Rehearsals occur twice 
a week, beginning Thursday, November 1 from 8-9 p.m., following our 
regular choir rehearsal. Sunday rehearsals begin November 4, from 
9:15-10 a.m. If you would like to learn more about joining the Christmas 
Cantata, please contact Sue Hamilton at shamilton@stjohns-springfield.
org. 

Military Luncheon
To honor all veterans and active duty personnel and their families in the 
congregation here at St. John’s, the Military Ministry Team is hosting a 
light lunch  on Sunday, November 11 at 11:45 a.m. in the Adult Meeting 
Room. There will be a presentation by Joe Merrick on his experience of the 
Honor Flight program, with time afterward for socializing and fellowship. 
Please call Andy Miller (630.253.4134) or the church office (217.793.3933) 
to make reservations. Please let the church office know by November 4 if 
childcare is needed.

Alzheimer’s Awareness Month
St. John’s hosts an Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group that meets the 
third Monday of each month from 1:00-2:15 in the Adult Meeting Room 
(AMR.) If you or someone you know are caring for an individual with 
Alzheimer’s or other dementias, you are not alone in your journey. This 
group provides confidential support and resources from the Alzheimer’s 
Association to help. No sign up or registration required in advance.


