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“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of the master.” 

(Matthew 25:21)

This Sunday, November 19, our congregation gathers for our Annual Meeting at 
12:00 noon in the Parish Life Center (PLC). There are three primary action items on 
the agenda: 1) Approval of the 2018 Budget; 2) Election of Leaders; and, 3) Voting 
on whether to proceed with the Proposed Building Renovation and Addition. In ad-
dition, the Annual Meeting gives us the opportunity to celebrate together all that 
God has done and continues to do in and through our congregation.

Two of our congregation’s ministries that touch our community in powerful and 
life-changing ways are our St. John’s Lutheran Preschool and our St. John’s Eagle 
Endowment Fund. You can come and hear directly from leaders of each of these 
ministries during our Adult Forum this Sunday from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the Adult 
Meeting Room (AMR). 

Since 1990, our St. John’s Lutheran Preschool has touched the lives of thousands 
of families in our community by offering a top-quality Christian education to 
2-through-4-year-olds. Currently we have 174 students enrolled. The preschool is 
our preschool. It is part of our mission and ministry. It is one of the many ways we 
live out our mission to be and make disciples of Christ. The preschool is governed 
by a board of six elected member-disciples of St. John’s. Rachel Helton serves as the 
board president. As Lead Pastor, I also serve on the board. We can be very proud of 
the quality of our preschool.

A more recent ministry is our St. John’s Eagle Endowment Fund. The Endowment 
Fund currently has a balance of $261,620.08. The Endowment Fund provides a 
way for disciples to give financial gifts to the congregation that fuel long-term 
mission and ministry in our congregation, in our community, and in the larger 
ELCA. The gift principal remains invested by the congregation. The growth from 
the principal is awarded through annual grants to support capital improvements 
at St. John’s, local and community outreach, and ministries of the ELCA. This year, 
we will be awarding $11,300 in grants to recipients that will be announced at the 
Annual Meeting. The Endowment Fund is managed by the Endowment Committee, 
comprised of 4 elected member-disciples of the congregation, together with the 
Leadership Board President and myself serving as advisory members. Mike Bloech-
le currently serves as the committee chairperson. 

Our congregation has been richly blessed with an abundance of resources to use 
for the sake of proclaiming the good news of Jesus in both word and action. How-
ever, with blessings come responsibility. As today’s gospel reading from Matthew 
reminds us, Jesus expects us to use the gifts we have been given and not to hide 
them in fear. We can be most thankful for our St. John’s Lutheran Preschool and 
our St. John’s Eagle Endowment Fund. How can we continue to responsibly use 
and grow these ministries for the living out of God’s mission both in this place and 
beyond?

Together in Christ +

Outreach and Mission
Help Needed at Harvard Park & Dubois Elementary Schools
If you enjoy working with children and are available during weekdays, we have 
a great opportunity for you! Harvard Park and Dubois Elementary Schools are 
looking for mentors and tutors for their students. Teachers have reached out to 
us with specific needs and timeframes. Any help for any length of time would 
be deeply appreciated by our partner schools! To learn more about how you can 
help, please contact Normajean Sanders (217.726.5230), Pastor Adam (pconnol-
ly@stjohns-springfield.org), or Sam Neahring (sneahring@stjohns-springfield.org) 
to see how you can get involved.

Community Care
December Caregiver Conversations
Do you offer care to a family member in your home? Is it even more stressful 
around the holidays?  You are not alone.  While your particular situation is 
unique to you, others share many of the experiences and challenges you face.  
One of the gifts of community is that there is help and support available to you.  
If you are caring for a family member in your own home, or in a facility, please 
join Pastor Pam for a Caregivers Conversation.  We will offer two meetings in 
December hoping that one will fit into your schedule:

Tuesday, December 5, at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 6, at 10:30 a.m.

Both meetings will be in the Parlor.  You can help us know how to care for the 
caregiver, for you.  Please feel free to speak with Pastor Pam if you have ques-
tions, and come join the conversation.

at the service and shared with the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry and the ELCA 
World Hunger Appeal. Refreshments will be served following the service. Come 
and join together with our sisters and brothers in Christ as we give God thanks for 
God’s many blessings to us!

Advent Soup and Song 
We are excited to announce our line-up for this year’s Advent Soup & Song: 
December 6 - Ken Bradbury - Songs and Storytelling;  December 13 - Springfield 
High School Jazz Band, directed by Kelly Goldberg; and December 20 - Glenwood 
High School Concert Choir and Vocal Jazz Group - Fusion, directed by Jeff Gemar.  
Lunch will be served at 12 noon, with entertainment from 12:15 to 12:45 pm. All 
are invited.  Please consider telling your friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  Don’t 
miss this opportunity to hear great music and enjoy delicious soup and fellow-
ship!  
 
Christmas Cantata
Our Christmas cantata this year is Mark Hayes’ Candles and Carols, a beautiful work 
presented by the Chancel Choir and Orchestra.  This candlelight Advent journey 
celebrates the traditional themes of hope, peace, joy, and love, culminating with 
the birth of Christ.  Musical selections included “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel;” 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus;” “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing;” “How Great 
Our Joy;” “Love Came Down at Christmas;” and “Silent Night.”  The narration relates 
to the wisdom of ancient scripture as well as to our 21st-century lives.  Each carol 
has a new, contemporary verse which adds relevance to their meaning in today’s 
world. The cantata will be presented in the sanctuary on Saturday, December 9 at 
5 pm worship and again on Sunday, December 10 at both the 8 am and 10:30 am 
services.  All are invited to come and worship together.  Childcare will be provid-
ed.  

Tim Zimmerman and The King’s Brass
The King’s Brass are performing in concert on Friday, December 1 at 7 p.m. in 
the sanctuary here at St. John’s. We are excited to welcome back this top-notch 
group of musicians who have thrilled audiences for over 30 years. Tickets will be 
sold after worship services through November 26, while tickets last. You may also 
stop by the church office during regular business hours to purchase tickets.  Don’t 
delay as this will probably be a sold-out concert! Tickets are $18 for adults and $8 
for children under 12. Childcare will be provided.

Serving in Worship
5 p.m. Sanctuary Service

Greeters Ray and Fran Myers, David Rowland

Ushers Bob and Lin Sisson

Reader Kay Van Fossan

Altar Guild David Richter

Communion Assistants Donna Lane, Kay Van Fossan 

Musician Sheryl Meyer

Preaching/Presiding Minister Pastor Pam Mitcham

8 a.m. Sanctuary Service

Greeters Ed and Diana Skube

Ushers Mike Blouchle, Mark Books, Dale Gronewold, 
Brian Metz, Ed Skube

Reader Rose Moser 

Altar Guild Linda Bryant

Communion Assistants Linda Bryant, Mary Ann Defend,
Royce Hubert, Rose Moser

Acolytes Carly Schmitt, Ashley Wolters

  Preaching Minister Pastor Greg Busboom

Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Connolly

10:30 a.m. Sanctuary Service

Greeters Jim Sanders, 
 Pam and Mark Sanders

Ushers Terry Ahren, Jim Sanders,  
Mark Sanders, Pam Sanders

Reader Luke Busboom

Altar Guild Linda Bryant

Acolytes Carson Brewer, Elijah Scott

Flower Delivery Vicky White

Preaching Minister Pastor Greg Busboom

Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Connolly

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service - Parish Life Center

Hospitality Beth Varner

Reader John Porter

Communion Assistants Amanda Johnson, Wes Johnson, Cindy Sedam, 
Jill Sproat, Marilyn Witkop

Praise Team Sundae Johnson, Lucas O’Neill, Nellie Pieper, 
Cynthia Thompson, Craig Williams, Carla Wilson

Keyboardist Valerie Hunter

Instrumentalists Gabe Cowan, Andy Lazarides, Dave Lazarides, 
Matt Mifflin

Technical Team Aaron Duncan,  Tucker Good

Preaching/Presiding Minister Pastor Pam Mitcham

Weekly Bread Baker Lois Corrigan Annual Meeting
Noon Sunday



Judy Ahrens, Marguerite Allen, Dottie Beach, Marie Bomke, Clyde Bull, Marlene Carnduff, 
Bernadine Dickson, Darlene Edwards, Jim Fisher, Fran Fehring, Natalia Foard,  Steve Hardy, 
Richard Hatcher, Richard Hawker, Debbie Johnson, Evelyn Lageman, Johannes Lesle (cur-
rently deployed in South Korea), Skylar Lewis, Mark Lohnes, Betty Lunik, Judy Nika, Mike 
O’Neal, Gene Poehlman, Priscilla Rademaker, Doris Riecks, Liz Saner, Jean Sergent, Debbie 
Slater, Del Smith, Pat Sriner, Carol Stubbs, Maude Tatman, Carole Tracy, Stephanie van Ulft, 
Anita Walbaum

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church this weekend as we are gathered for worship, 
equipped for discipleship, and sent to care. We are glad you are here! If you do not yet have 
a church home in Springfield and are interested in becoming part of St. John’s, we invite 
you to visit with one of our pastors. In today’s gospel from Matthew, Jesus tells a parable 
about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things 
as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has 
provided them.

Welcome

Calendar

Remember in Prayer

Saturday, November 18

5:00pm Worship/Communion - 
Sanctuary

Sunday, November 19
Pentecost 24

8:00am  Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary
9:00am  Christmas Cantata   
  Rehearsal
9:00am  Children’s Christmas   
  Program Rehearsal
9:15am  Fellowship
9:15am  Sunday School/Adult   
  Forum
10:30am  Worship - Sanctuary
10:30am Contemporary    
  Worship/Communion -   
  PLC
12:00pm ANNUAL MEETING
5:00pm  Lutheran/Catholic   
  Worship at St. Agnes
6:00pm  Parents in Christ

Monday, November 20

5:30pm  Finance Committee
7:00pm  Leadership Board
  
Tuesday, November 21

9:00am  Men’s and Women’s   
  Bible Studies
9:00am  Staff Meeting
1:00pm  Adult Ministries Team
4:30pm  St. John’s After School   
  Center
6:00pm  Dinner Night Out
7:00pm  Young Adults at   
  Engrained Trivia Night

Wednesday, November 22

7:00pm  Thanksgiving Eve   
  Worship at Grace
   Lutheran

Thursday, November 23
Thanksgiving Day

Church Office Closed

Friday, November 24

Church and Preschool Closed

Saturday, November 25

5:00pm  Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary

Sunday, November 26
Christ the King

8:00am  Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary
9:00am  Christmas Cantata   
  Rehearsal
9:00am  Children’s Christmas   
  Program Rehearsal
9:15am  Fellowship
9:15am  Sunday School/Adult   
  Forum
10:30am  Worship/Communion -   
  Sanctuary
10:30am Contemporary Worship/ 
  Communion - PLC
5:30pm  Parenting the Early Years  
  Small Group
6:00pm  Encounter

Help Needed
If you want to rediscover your youth by hanging out with the pros of youthful-
ness, please contact Pastor Adam at pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org. There 
are many opportunities to get involved, and you are definitely needed.

Christmas Program for Pre-K through 6th Grade
Christmas Program Schedule for Follow the Star will be:
Wednesdays Nov. 15 - Dec. 13, 6:15 p.m. (except 11/22) in Room C/D
Sundays Nov. 19 - Dec. 3, 9:00 a.m. before Sunday School
Saturday, Dec. 9, 9:00 a.m. (speaking parts only)
Saturday, Dec. 16, 9:00 a.m. (dress rehearsal - all)
Dress Rehearsal Sunday, Dec. 17 at 9:15 a.m. in PLC
Performance on Sunday, Dec. 17 during 10:30 Worship in the PLC

Contact Alicia Huntley at ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org with any questions.

It’s Just A Phase, So Don’t Miss It!
Check out our new parenting resources outside Sam’s office! We have guide-
books for each phase of your child’s life from the time they are born until they 
graduate high school. Talk to Sam Neahring to get one of these books for 
yourself.

Breakfast With Santa 
This year’s Breakfast with Santa will be on Saturday, December 2, from 9:00-
11:30 a.m in the PLC. Tickets will be sold throughout November in the church 
office and after each service. $10 for adults and kids 4 and up and $5 for kids 3 
and under. Enjoy the yummy buffet, make crafts, sing songs, play games, and 
get your picture taken with Santa and Mrs. Claus! Proceeds go to support the 
Committee for Children, located here in Springfield.

Sunday School
We offer classes for Pre-K through 6th grade, 9:15-10:15 a.m. weekly. Children 
meet in the Parish Life Center (PLC) for music and opening and can be picked 
up downstairs in the classrooms. All children must be signed in and out by a 
parent or guardian.

Sam Neahring, Director of Children & Family Ministries
sneahring@stjohns-springfield.org   x.206

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar are given in loving memory of Robert D. Huff on the one-year 
anniversary of his passing by his wife Vickee and their boys, and in celebration of Gary 
and Mindy Garner’s 20th wedding anniversary. 

   St. John’s Breadline Sunday

Nativity Festival
Circle your calendar for the 4th annual St. John’s Nativity Scene Festival, held the 
weekend of December 9/10 in the AMR. All disciples of St. John’s are encouraged 
to participate. If you have a Nativity Scene, please consider displaying it at this 
year’s festival. Entry forms are located on the Church Office counter. For more in-
formation, contact Diana Skube at 217.487.7340. For planning purposes, please 
turn in all forms by December 3.

Adult Sprout Bible Study - “At That Time” 
Join us for an Advent Bible Study on Wednesday evenings as part of our Sprout! 
activities.  We will explore the Gospel readings for the Sundays in Advent.  The 
class meets at 6:30 p.m. in the AMR.
November 29 - A Hope
December 6 - A Message
December 13 - A Servant

4

2018 Commitment Cards
Thank you to everyone who has already returned their 2018 Financial Commitment 
Card for 2018! Your generosity fuels Christ’s mission and ministry in and through St. 
John’s. If you have not yet returned your card, please consider doing so soon. Every 
pledge, no matter how large or small, helps us in fulfilling our mission. You may return 
your completed commitment card by placing it in the offering plate, dropping it by 
the church office, or putting it in the mail. Thanks in advance!
 
How will you share your skills and schedule in 2018?
There is still time to be part of God’s work at St. John’s and in the community by turn-
ing in your Time, Talents, and Touch form. Contact Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries 
Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793.3933 x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org for 
more information.  Additional forms are available on the church website. 
 
BE MORE Together in Ministry 
If you didn’t get a chance to see the wonderful displays at the ministry fair, make sure 
you stop by the hallway between the Parish Life Center and the Sanctuary and take a 
look. Each weekend the ministries of one of our five vision teams--Community Care, 
Discipleship, Outreach and Mission, Stewardship, and Worship--will be on display. 
Contact Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793.3933 x217 
or ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org for more information. 

Sign up for St. John’s Current Ministry needs at http://www.stjohns-springfield.org 

Annual Meeting and Information Forums
The annual meeting of our congregation takes place this Sunday, Novem-
ber 19 at 12:00 p.m. in the Parish Life Center (PLC). This is a most import-
ant meeting in the life of our congregation as we vote on how to proceed 
with the proposed building renovation and addition, adopt a budget for 
2018, elect leaders to our Leadership Board, Preschool Board, and En-
dowment Fund Committee, and announce the recipients of over $11,000 
in Endowment Fund Grant Awards! A soup and sandwich lunch will be 
served by the youth of St. John’s with a free-will offering being received 
to assist with their trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering this coming summer 
in Houston. Childcare will also be provided for children ages 0-7 in the 
church nursery. A final information forum in preparation for the meeting 
will be held from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR) and 
will feature reports from both the St. John’s Preschool Board and the St. 
John’s Endowment Fund Committee. Come and be a part of this exciting 
time in the life of our congregation as we continue to grow in living out 
our mission to be and make disciples of Christ, in response to God’s grace!

This weekend, we join with congregations across Sangamon County to support the daily 
meal ministry of St. John’s Breadline as we purchase loaves of bread for $4 a loaf. 100% of 
the proceeds of these bread sales go to provide meals to the hungry of our community. 
Purchasing one loaf of bread for $4 provides two complete meals!

    Stewardship

Children and Family    Discipleship 

Youth and Family     Discipleship 

Adults       Discipleship 

Worship and Music 
Catholic-Lutheran Service of Common Prayer: From Conflict to Communion
In commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Springfield 
Diocese of the Roman Catholic Church and the Springfield Cluster of our Cen-
tral/Southern Illinois Synod (ELCA) will be sharing a Catholic-Lutheran Service 
of Common Prayer this Sunday, November 19 at 5:00 p.m. at St. Agnes Catholic 
Church (245 N Amos Ave, Springfield). This historic service will be co-led by Bish-
op Thomas Paprocki, Springfield Diocese, and Bishop John Roth, Central/South-
ern Illinois Synod. All are welcome to come and celebrate the growth toward 
Christian unity that is taking place between Lutherans and Catholic around the 
world!

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Our annual Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service with our sister congregations 
here in Springfield—Grace Lutheran and Peace Lutheran—will take place at 
Grace Lutheran Church (714 E Capitol) this coming Wednesday, November 22 at 
7:00 p.m. Our very own Pastor Pam Mitcham will serve as the preaching minis-
ter. A combined choir will sing. A special thanksgiving offering will be gathered 

High School Bible Study
We are taking a break this week for Thanksgiving. Enjoy the holiday with family 
and friends.

Encounter
Come to Encounter next Sunday, November 26, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the PLC! 
We’ll have snacks, play games, and talk about all the things we are grateful for 
and how we can give back. All youth in 9th-12th grades are invited. Bring your 
friends!

The rose on the altar is in celebration of the birth of David James Lazarides, son of Andy 
and Cayleigh Lazarides, born on Saturday, November 11. We rejoice in this new gift of life 
and pray that as David grows he might come to know Jesus’ never failing love for him!

  Rose on the Altar


