
“Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glori-

fied. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain; but if it 

dies, it bears much fruit’” 
(John 12:23-24).

Next weekend, March 24-25, begins 
the holiest week of the entire year for 
us Christians. On Palm/Passion Week-
end, we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into the holy city of Jerusalem, 
joining the crowd in waving our palm 
branches and crying out, “Hosanna!,” 
which means, “Lord, save us!” 

However, even as we raise our palms 
and shout our “Hosannas,” we know 
all too well how Jesus’ week in Jeru-
salem will turn out. By the end of the 
week, the One who is heralded as 
king hangs dead on the cross, having 
given his life for the life of the world. 
We will anticipate the events of the 
week with the reading of the Passion 
Story from the gospel of Mark, hear-
ing anew the dramatic story of Jesus’ 
trial before Pilate, his crucifixion, his 
final words from the cross, and his 
dying breath. 

5th Weekend in Lent 

March 17-18, 2018

to St. John’s Lutheran Church on 
this Fifth Weekend in Lent! We 
are glad you are here! If you do 
not yet have a church home in 
Springfield and are interested 
in becoming part of St. John’s, 
we invite you to visit with one 
of our pastors. God promises 
Jeremiah that a “new covenant” 
will be made in the future: a 
covenant that will allow all the 
people to know God by heart. 
Our baptismal covenant draws 
us to God’s heart through Christ 
and draws God’s light and truth 
into our hearts.

Welcome

Pastor’s Message

5:00 p.m. Saturday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)

Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

8:00 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)

Pastor Adam Connolly, Preaching Minister

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
Sunday School - Jr./Sr. High 

Bible Study
 Fellowship - Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)

Pastor Adam Connolly, Preaching Minister

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Contemporary Worship/Communion 

(PLC)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

5:00 p.m. Sunday 
New Disciples’ Class (AMR)

This Weekend

the 
MessengerSunday 3-18

Cantata Rehearsal                      
CHOIR ROOM           9:15 a.m. 
Ignite!                                                 
YOUTH ROOM              11:45 a.m. 
Community Care Vision Team                             
PARLOR          11:45 a.m.
West Central Conference                
Assembly                      
MT. ZION, LITCHFIELD  2:30 p.m.
Parents in Christ Small Group          
OFFSITE             6:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Small Group            
OFFSITE             6:30 p.m.

Monday 3-19 
Finance Committee                                           
PARLOR                            5:30 p.m. 
Leadership Board                               
AMR                                 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 3-20 
Election Day
Staff Meeting          
CHOIR ROOM              9:00 a.m.
Men’s/Women’s Bible Studies          
AMR & PARLOR        9:00 a.m.
Adult Ministries Team                                 
AMR                      1:00 p.m.
Grief Support Group                                 
PARLOR          5:30 p.m. 
Dinner Night Out                                     
SAM’S  TOO ITALIAN PIZZA         
          6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 3-21 
Preschool Chapel                             
SANCTUARY         11:00 a.m.
Lenten Luncheon                  
PLC LOBBY                     12:00 p.m.
Lenten Worship                    
PLC LOBBY                     12:15 p.m.
Preschool Chapel                               
SANCTUARY         12:15 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper     
PLC LOBBY           5:45 p.m.
Lenten Study                              
PLC                       6:00 p.m.
Kids’ Lenten Study                              
AMR                       6:00 p.m.
Lenten Worship                             
SANCTUARY           7:00 p.m.
Worship Band Practice    
PLC                        7:45 p.m.

Thursday 3-22 
Preschool Chapel                                
SANCTUARY         11:00 a.m.
Preschool Chapel                              
SANCTUARY         12:15 p.m.
Bell Choir                       
SANCTUARY            5:30 p.m.
Hospitality Task Force                                  
AMR                     6:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir           
CHOIR ROOM             6:40 p.m.
Cantata Rehearsal         
CHOIR ROOM         8:00 p.m.

Friday 3-23 
Book Club Small Group                  
OFFSITE                           7:00 p.m.

Saturday 3-24 
Holy Week Family Festival            
PLC/PLC LOBBY        9:00 a.m.
Worship/Communion              
SANCTUARY             5:00 p.m.

Sunday 3-25
Palm/Passion Sunday
Worship/Communion         
SANCTUARY             8:00 a.m.
Fellowship           
PLC LOBBY            9:15 a.m.
Adult Forum           
AMR                 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday School           
CLASSROOMS          9:15 a.m.
Cantata Rehearsal                      
CHOIR ROOM           9:15 a.m. 
Worship/Communion      
SANCTUARY        10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship   
PLC            10:30 a.m. 
Small Group Leaders Team                                                 
PARLOR                          12:00 p.m. 
Community Care Vision Team                             
PARLOR          11:45 a.m.
Passover Sedar Meal   
AMR                                  6:00 p.m.
Parenting the Early Years                 
Small Group                                
OFFSITE             6:30 p.m.

 

This Week 
at St. John’s

 All events can be found at 
www.stjohns-springfield.org
There you will also be able to sign 

up for weekly event emails.

Sunday Morning Bible Study          Sundays, 9:15 a.m., Youth Room
Come to the Youth Room on Sunday mornings as we continue Crossing the Waters. 
Get ready for the wettest, stormiest, wildest trip through the Gospels you’ve ever 
taken! The Gospels are dramatic and incredibly wet, set in a rich maritime culture 
on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. We’ll explore the life of Jesus in a new perspec-
tive.

Wednesday Night LIVE!            Wednesdays, 5:45 p.m.,Youth Room
During the Lenten Season, Wednesday Night LIVE! moves to a different schedule. 
We meet from 5:45 - 6:45 p.m. Grab supper in the Parish Life Center Lobby and 
head down to the Youth Room.

Ignite!                                                                Sunday, March 18 at 11:45 a.m.
Youth in 6th-8th grades meets this Sunday after the 10:30 a.m. worship services 
until 1 p.m.  for pizza, fun, friends, and a little Bible make this something you won’t 
want to miss. 

Holy Week Family Festival Saturday, March 24, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
As we prepare for Holy Week together, we hope to spark some family conversa-
tions about Jesus’ final days on earth. Meet in the Parish Life Center (PLC). We will 
hear a Pastor’s message, create a family craft, and wrap up with an Easter egg hunt!

First Communion Classes Beginning Wednesday, April 4, 6:30 - 7:45 p.m.
All children who are currently 10-years-old or who will turn 10 this year and who 
are not yet receiving Holy Communion are invited, together with their parents, to a 
three-week First Communion Class beginning on Wednesday, April 4 and conclud-
ing on Wednesday, April 18. First Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, April 
22 at our 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary worship. Children younger than 10-years-old who 
wish to begin receiving Communion may also participate following a conversation 
between their parents and one of the pastors. Come and learn about this amazing 
gift of God’s forgiveness!

Book Fair Sunday March 18, 11:30 a.m.
St. John’s Preschool is sponsoring a book fair this Sunday after the 10:30 worship 
services in the PLC Lobby. Books for all ages will be available. All proceeds will 
benefit the preschool.

Kids’ Small Groups During Lent Wednesdays, 6:00-6:45 p.m.
Throughout Lent, our Kids’ Small Groups will meet in the Adult Meeting Room 
(AMR). Lower elementary grades will study The Lord’s Prayer and upper elementary 
grades will study the book of Exodus. Stop in before worship as we build relation-
ships over dinner, conversation, and fun learning opportunities!

Sunday School Sundays at 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Preschool through 6th grade meet in the Parish Life Center (PLC) for Music and 
Opening, and then head downstairs for classes!

Preschool Registration for the 2018-2019 School Year Begins
St. John’s Lutheran Preschool offers classes for 2 1/2-year-olds, 3-year-olds, and 
4-year-olds in a morning or an afternoon session. We also offer a weekly par-
ent-child class for toddlers. Openings are still available for the current school year 
as well. For more information, please call the preschool office at 217.793.3934.



Palm/Passion Weekend involves us 
as participants in the events yet to 
come, taking us on an emotional 
roller coaster ride as our joy quickly 
turns to sorrow. It is a ride many of 
us in our own lives have experienced 
as well as the joy we once knew 
gives way to the sorrow of grief and 
illness and brokenness and loss. 
Palm/Passion Weekend reminds us 
that it is a journey we do not walk by 
ourselves. Jesus walks the journey 
with us, experiencing the full depths 
of human suffering, even to the point 
of death on the cross, to free us once 
and for all for the joy of life in God’s 
kingdom. 

Commit yourselves this year to full 
participation in this most meaning-
ful journey. Commit yourselves to 
join us in worship next weekend for 
Palm/Passion Weekend as the jour-
ney begins. It is a journey that takes 
us through the depths of sin and 
sorrow and into the joy and promise 
of everlasting life. It is a journey that 
promises to change our lives forever. 
Please come. Come and let God’s 
love change you.

Becoming NEW +

Pastor’s Message Continued

 The Altar Flowers  are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of her moth-
er, Selma Stewart, by Betty Burkum and in celebration of their 50th wedding anniver-
sary by Dulany and Pat Sriner. 

 Remember in Prayer  Nolan, Jodi, Oliver, and Isaac Bangert (anticipating the adop-
tion of 2-year-old Evie from China), Dottie Beach, Charles Bell, Marie Bomke, Carol 
Bull, Marlene Carnduff, Bernadine Dickson, Darlene Edwards, Jim Fisher, Fran Fehring, 
Natalia Foard, Cathy Gunn, Steve Hardy, Richard Hatcher, Chad Hicks, Pat Huff, Betty 
Lunik, Judy Nika, Johneita Osterhuber, Gene Poehlman, Dean Rademaker, Harry Sa-
blotny, Liz Saner, Roger Schumacher, Jean Sergent, Debbie Slater, Katie Smith, Pat Sri-
ner, Sandra Stoye, Megan Swanson, Perry Taylor, Carole Tracy, Stephanie van Ulft, Mary 
Underwood

L E N T
Our theme is

 IT IS FINISHED 
based on Christ’s final words from the cross. 

Wednesdays through March 28 

Lenten Fellowship Opportunities               12:00 p.m. and 5:45 p.m.
Lent is the perfect time to grow in fellowship with one another as a church family. 
Join us in the PLC Lobby for a delicious Lenten lunch or
a delicious soup and sandwich supper, both followed by worship. 

Churchwide Lenten Study                                                                 6:00 p.m. 
Join us as we study Christ’s final words on the cross. This video study titled It is 
Finished is available on RightNow Media. Join us in the Parish Life Center prior to 
7 p.m. worship or choose to do this study with your current small group. To sign 
up, connect with a group, and/or to obtain study materials, contact Alicia Huntley, 
Director of Small Group Ministries, at ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org. 

Midweek Lenten Worship               12:15 and 7:00 p.m. 
Our midweek Lenten worship series continues each Wednesday during Lent. 
Wednesday worship services will be held at both 12:15 p.m. in the PLC Lobby 
and at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Upcoming worship themes include: Paradise, 
Family, OMG and Thirst. Make Wednesday worship part of your Lenten discipline 
this year as, together, we journey toward the cross.

Midweek Lenten Offerings                                        
This year’s Midweek Lenten Offerings for each of the five Wednesdays through-
out Lent have been designated for a Foods Resource Bank growing project in 
Nicaragua. Through supporting sustainable agriculture projects in local com-
munities, Foods Resource Bank works to improve food security in developing 
countries. More information about this particular project will be included in each 
midweek bulletin. Thanks for your faithful generosity as we follow Jesus in shar-
ing our abundance with those in need!

Holy Baptism  We rejoice this weekend in the baptism of Logan James Ihnen, son of 
Jim and Amanda Ihnen, baptized at our Saturday evening worship. Logan’s baptismal 
sponsors are Anna Ihnen and Nicholas Merritt. We pray that God’s Holy Spirit would 
create in Logan the gift of faith and daily grow him in a life of discipleship to Christ.

St. John’s Seder Meal                                                   Palm Sunday, March 25 at 6:00 p.m.
Sign up today for the experience to participate in a traditional Passover Seder Meal here 
at St. John’s! The event is being hosted by our Beyond Bread Small Group. Participation 
is limited to the first 30 people who sign-up. In addition to a delicious meal, come and 
experience the Passover Story in a way like never before! Sign-up sheets are located on 
both Welcome Centers.

150th Anniversary Germany Tour Info Meeting            Monday, April 23 at 7:00 p.m.  
In 2020, St. John’s will celebrate its 150th anniversary. As part of our 150th anniversary 
celebration, we are planning a St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany Tour. St. John’s 
disciples Rose Moser and David Richter, together with Pastor Greg, have been working 
with Reformation Tours out of Belleville, Illinois to plan the trip. This 12-day trip will take 
place July 26-August 6, 2020 and will be limited to the first 35 people who sign up. The 
tour will include all the major Luther sites, including Worms, Eisenach, Erfurt, Eisleben, 
and Wittenberg, a Rhine cruise, visits to Frankfurt, Mainz, Leipzig, Dresden, Nuremburg, 
and Munich, and experiencing the seven-hour Passion Play in Oberammergau which only 
happens every 10 years. An informational meeting for anyone who may at all be interest-
ed in this once-in-a-lifetime trip will be held at St. John’s. Save the dates today as we look 
forward to celebrating our 150th year!

Spiritual Gifts Class                                                           Sunday, March 18, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift 
each of you has received” (1 Peter 4:10). Come enjoy a good meal and conversation as 
we learn about the ways we are all created to do God’s work, during a Spiritual Gifts Class 
(also Week 5 in the New Disciples’ series) in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR). Childcare is 
provided. Please RSVP to Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter at 
793.3933, x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org.

Discover ACTS: Becoming Church                                          Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m., AMR
What does it mean to be the Christian church in our increasingly diverse, complex, and 
conflicted 21st-century? This is just one of the many questions Pastor Greg wrestles with in 
the weekly Adult Forum Discover ACTS: Becoming Church. Come and share in this verse-by-
verse study of the New Testament Book of Acts as we explore how the early church began 
and grew in God’s mission and what it means for us today! 

Upcoming sessions include:
   Sunday, March 18 - Acts 9:32-12:24: The acts of Peter
   Sunday, March 25 - Acts 12:25-14:28: The first missionary journey

Bring your Bibles! We’re going deep! All are welcome!

Dinner Night Out                                                    Tuesday March 20, 6:00 p.m.
Join us at Sam’s 2 at 312 Crossing Drive, Sherman for food and fellowship. Please make 
reservations with Becky Smith (217.494.5523).

Young Adult Bible Study                                                        Tuesday, April 3, 6:45 p.m.
Looking for a way to connect with other young adults? This small group meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at disciples’ homes. The current video Bible study is “ADULTING” by 
Jonathan Pokluda.  Contact Nellie for more info at nmpieper22@gmail.com.

Holy Week Worship  
                                 

Join us in worship during Holy Week as we journey together through the most important 
week of the Christian year, moving through the darkness of Good Friday and into the 
light and joy of Easter morning.

Maundy Thursday                                               March 29, 7:00 p.m.
Service of Holy Communion and Hand Washing, including the tradition al Stripping of 
the Altar to the powerful words of Psalm 22.

Good Friday                                                                                                 March 30, 10:00 a.m.
Service of Word and Prayers around the Cross as we focus on Jesus’ saving death.

Good Friday Cantata “The Crucifixion”                                                 March 30, 7:00 p.m.
This year’s Good Friday Cantata is The Crucifixion by John Stainer. Written in 1887, nearly 
150 years after Handel’s Messiah, the cantata continues to be per formed frequently in 
Britain. Featuring tenor and bass solos, the work is accompanied by organ. Nearly 50 
singers will present this meaningful piece at 7 p.m. on Good Friday in the sanctuary. 
Please join us for this powerful music and the message of Christ’s death on the cross. 

Easter Vigil                                                                                                     March 31, 5:00 p.m.
A dramatic journey of Light, Word, Baptism, and Communion as the darkness of Good 
Friday gives way to the light and celebration of Easter morning.

Easter Sunday                                         April 1  
                                     7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. (Traditional); 10:30 a.m. (Contemporary)
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Festival Services of Holy Communion as we celebrate 
the good news that Jesus lives!

Easter Breakfast                                                          Easter Sunday, April 1, 8:30-9:45 a.m.
Join us on Easter Sunday for our annual Easter Breakfast in the Parish Life Center (PLC) 
prepared and served by our confirmation students and their families. A free-will offering 
will be received with all of the proceeds being used to help send our 21 confirmation 
students to Confirmation Camp at Augustana College this coming summer. 

Grief Support Group                    Tuesdays, 5:30-7:00 p.m., March 13 through April 17
St. John’s Grief Support gatherings continue to welcome all who have experienced the 
loss of a loved one. To register, please call the church office, 217.793.3933. If you have 
questions, please contact Pastor Pam.

Schnucks Raising Funds for Grace Lutheran Food Pantry 
Schnucks (Montvale) has designated the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry as its hunger relief 
organization for the month of March. That means that for every sale of its “hunger relief” 
reusable shopping bag in March, the Food Pantry will receive $1. The white bags with red 
lettering sell for $2.99 and read, “Every bag feeds a neighbor in need.” They are sold at 
the store’s checkout lines. This is part of Schnucks’ “Bags 4 My Cause” programs which 
sells white reusable bags to raise funds for hunger relief and red reusable bags to raise 
money for other non-profit organizations.

Church Women United 2018 Human Rights Day                Thursday, April 5, 5:30 p.m.
This year’s theme is “Reaching for Wholeness in Solidarity with God’s Creation.” Featured 
speaker includes Larry Golden sharing a presentation on the Innocence Project. All are 
invited to attend this year’s event at Cotton Hill United Methodist Community Building 
behind the main building (5931 N Cotton Hill Rd, Sf). 

Ministry Team Leader Thank You Lunch              Sunday, April 15 11:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Team leaders play a vital role in how we live out God’s mission in and through St. John’s. 
They “equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ” (Ephe-
sians 4:12). Please come enjoy a lunch in your honor! We will enjoy a time of fellowship 
and creative collaboration, in the Parish Life Center (PLC). RSVP to Director of Spiritual 
Gifts Ministries Kristen Schmid Schurter at 793-3933 x217 or ksschurter@stjohns-spring-
field.org.

Attention those who knit and/or crochet 
We are in need of prayer shawls and dishcloths. We have an ample supply of yarn which 
is free for the asking. Contact Lynne Ewan at 217.414.4449 or lynne.ewan@sbcglobal.net 
with questions. Please join us on most Sundays between services in the PLC to knit/cro-
chet. Drop off any finished projects on Sunday at the table in the PLC or any other time at 
the church office desk. Let Lynne know if there is any interest in forming a knitting group 
on a weekday.

Interested in Caring for God’s Creation? 
The Stewardship Vision Team is interested in helping to start a Care of Creation Ministry 
Team to help our congregation grow in our stewardship of God’s earth and its many 
resources. If you are interested in being part of this new group, please contact either Dan 
Simmons, Stewardship Vision Team Chair, or Kristen Schmid Schurter, Director of Spiritual 
Gift Ministries. “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it” (Psalm 24:1).


