
 

“Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability” (Acts 2:3-4).

On that first Pentecost, God breathed 
the Holy Spirit into the church and 
the church began to move in awe-
some and powerful ways! Every-
where one looks these days here at 
St. John’s, the movement of the Spirit 
is evident. Let me outline just a few of 
the ways the Spirit is moving as God 
does a new thing in our congrega-
tion.

First, next weekend, Memorial Day 
Weekend, May 26/27, we will move 
to our summer worship schedule. 
Worship will be held at 5, 8, and 10! 
See the complete schedule in the an-
nouncement further in this weekend’s 
Messenger. Don’t miss all that God 
will be doing in worship this summer! 
Worship weekly!

Second, things are really starting to 

5:00 p.m. Saturday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)

Pastor Adam Connolly, Preaching Minister

8:00 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)

Pastor Pam Mitcham, Preaching Minister

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
Fellowship, Reception for Graduates 

(PLC Lobby) - Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)

Pastor Pam Mitcham, Preaching Minister

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Contemporary Worship/Communion 

(PLC)
Pastor Adam Connolly, Preaching Minister

3:00 p.m. Sunday 
Healing Service (Sanctuary)

Pentecost 

May 19-20, 2018

to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
on this Pentecost Weekend! We 
are glad you are here! If you do 
not yet have a church home and 
would like to become part of 
Christ’s community at St. John’s, 
we invite you to visit with one of 
our pastors. On the fiftieth day 
of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, 
through whom and in whom the 
people of God are created and 
re-created. Pentecost is some-
times called the church’s birth-
day, but might more appropri-
ately be called its baptism day, 
since the gift of the Spirit is the 
fullness of baptism. 

Welcome

Pastor’s MessageThis Weekend

the 
MessengerSunday 5-20

Pentecost
Spiritual Gifts Ministry Team                                            
PARLOR                   9:15 a.m.

Ignite!                                                 
YOUTH ROOM              11:45 a.m. 

Parents in Christ Small Group                                            
OFFSITE                   6:00 p.m.

Sunday Night Small Group                                            
SANCTUARY                   6:30 p.m.

Monday 5-21 
 

Alzheimer’s Association                   
Caregivers Support Group                                  
AMR                        1:00 p.m.

Finance Committee                                            
PARLOR                            5:30 p.m. 

Leadership Board                                             
AMR                           7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 5-22 

Coffee and Conversation        
PLC LOBBY                     8:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting                       
CHOIR ROOM             9:00 a.m.

Men’s/Women’s Bible Studies                                        
AMR & PARLOR        9:00 a.m.

Property Ministry Team                      
AMR                                  5:15 p.m.

Preschool Farewell Ceremony                                     
SANCTUARY         6:00 p.m.

Wednesday 5-23
Wednesday Night LIVE!                                 
YOUTH ROOM                6:15 p.m.

Worship Band Practice                 
PLC                        7:30 p.m.

Thursday 5-24 

Grief Support Group                            
PARLOR                            5:30 p.m.

Bell Choir                     
SANCTUARY            5:30 p.m.

FRIday 5-25 
Book Club Small Group        
OFFSITE                    7:00 p.m.

Saturday 5-26 
Worship/Communion             
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.

Sunday 5-27
The Holy Trinity
Summer Worship Schedule  
Begins
Worship/Communion                    
SANCTUARY                     8:00 a.m.

Fellowship                    
PLC LOBBY                      9:15 a.m.

Worship/Communion                 
SANCTUARY                  10:00 a.m.

Contemporary Worship                
PLC                    10:00 a.m. 

Worship Vision Team                                                  
AMR                                 11:30 a.m. 

Joy Seekers Small Group                                            
OFFSITE                   5:30 p.m 
.

Parenting the Early Years                      
Bible Study                                       
OFFSITE                   6:00 p.m.

This Week 
at St. John’s

 All events can be found at 
www.stjohns-springfield.org
There you will also be able to sign 

up for weekly event emails.

Leadership Lab 2018                                                                            July 23-28
It’s time to register for Leadership Lab 2018 at Augustana College. All 8th Graders 
through those in High School are eligible to go. LEADERSHIP LAB is an important 
piece of our youth ministry here at St. John’s, especially as we look to grow leaders 
among our youth to help grow this important ministry in our congregation over the 
coming years.  Oftentimes, LEADERSHIP LAB is a life-changing event for youth and 
a crucial piece of both their faith and leadership development. Talk to Pastor Adam 
to get a registration form. 

Wednesday Night LIVE!                        Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:45 p.m.
Wednesday Night LIVE! continues each week for all high schoolers. We start with 
supper at 6:00, discuss questions around God and our faith, and play fun games. 
Talk to Pastor Adam if you have any questions.  

Youth Gathering Fundraisers              
We are almost near reaching our goal of $18,000 for our youth to attend the 2018 
ELCA Youth Gathering this coming summer in Houston. Please consider helping us 
reach our goal through the following fundraiser. Many thanks for your support.

 - Prayer Partner & Pen Pal Envelopes
 There are just a few envelopes left! If you haven’t grabbed one yet, and  
 would like to donate to our youth, please consider grabbing one of the  
 envelopes. Please fill out the slip of paper, and return the envelope with  
 the slip of paper and the dollar amount matching the outside of the enve- 
 lope to Pastor Adam or the Church Office.

Preteen Lock-in! Friday, June 1, 7:00 p.m.
Come join us for our very first preteen lock-in if you have completed 4th-
6th grade! We will play all kinds of games - sardines, Nerf wars, and classic 
board games - and we’ll enjoy some pizza while we watch a movie! The 
plan is to be in bed by midnight. Let Sam Neahring know if you plan to 
come so we can plan for refreshments. Hope you can make it! If you would 
like to volunteer during the lock-in, please contact Sam.

Family Kickball Nights Mondays at 5:30 p.m.
Join us on Mondays for a fun game of kickball with siblings and friends! 
We will meet up on the following nights: June 11 & 25, July 2, 16, & 30, and 
August 6. 

Vacation Bible School July 9-13, 9:00-11:30 a.m.
VBS is coming! Our program will be July 9-13 from 9:00-11:30 a.m. with 
a family picnic on Friday evening, July 13 at 5:30 p.m. This year’s theme is 
Shipwrecked, and we will discover that we are rescued by Jesus every time 
we feel stranded. Register online at www.stjohns-springfield.org/children.



move with our upcoming building 
renovation and addition project! The 
Property Ministry Team has been busy 
meeting with architect Tom Hyde as 
construction drawings are being final-
ized. On May 24, the project will be 
let out for bids. Bids will be opened 
on June 14 and the Leadership 
Board will be selecting the General 
Contractor on June 18. Construction 
will begin very shortly thereafter. On 
Sunday, June 24, we will be having a 
special Groundbreaking and Cele-
bration Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary followed by a special 
Congregational Picnic on the church 
lawn! Save the date today as we 
break ground on St. John’s future!

Third, in anticipation of the upcom-
ing construction project, we have 
started to move our staff offices. The 
staff will remain in these temporary 
offices throughout the duration of the 
project (hopefully completed in early 
2019). So . . . where in the world will 
you find us?

•Beginning Wednesday, May 30, all 
three of us pastors will be sharing 
office space in the music room off of 
the PLC Lobby. In addition, music staff 
Sue Hamilton and Carlo van Ulft will 
be in the music room as well. Let’s call 
it “cozy!” During these months, the 
choir will be rehearsing in the PLC.

•Beginning Thursday, June 14, our 
church administrator, Rhonda Neu-
bauer, will be in what is currently 
Pastor Adam’s office (across from the 
restrooms in the PLC). A work station 
will be set up in the PLC Lobby for 

Amanda Lawler, our Administrative 
Assistant for Office and Communica-
tions.

•This past week, the following staff 
members already moved to their new 
locations. Tucker Good, our Director 
of Media and Communications, is 
now in his “old” office across from the 
restrooms in the PLC. Sam Neahring, 
our Director of Children and Family 
Ministries; Kristen Schmid Schurter, 
our Director of Spiritual Gifts Minis-
tries; and, Alicia Huntley, our Director 
of Small Group Ministries, are now all 
sharing office space in Classroom E in 
the Lower Level. Taylor Justison, our 
Summer Youth Intern, will join them 
later this month. Again, the word 
“cozy” comes to mind!

Surely that first Pentecost in Jerusa-
lem appeared chaotic and confusing 
to those who stood watching all that 
was going on! Surely as the Spirit 
moves here at St. John’s over the 
coming months, there will likely be 
a good deal of chaos and confusion 
as well. Thank you in advance for 
enduring! Thank you in advance for 
your patience and flexibility! Thank 
you in advance for your courageous 
willingness to go wherever the Spirit 
leads! And, thanks be to God that 
God works through the chaos and 
confusion to transform both us and 
the world with the good news of 
Jesus’ saving love!

On the move +

Pastor’s Message Continued

 The Altar Flowers  are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mel 
Woodruff by Char Woodruff and in celebration of Bob and Sally Borcherd-
ing’s 48th wedding anniversary. 

 Remember in Prayer  Dottie Beach, Marie Bomke, Marlene Carnduff, Berna-
dine Dickson, Darlene Edwards, Ursula Edwards, David Fischer, Natalia Foard, 
Jim Greene, Steve Hardy, Richard Hatcher, Pat Huff, Sue Kalabus,Charliene 
Kloppenburg, Melvin Kuhnly, Betty Lunik, Judy Nika, Johneita Osterhuber, 
Gene Poehlman, Dean Rademaker, Priscilla Rademaker, Harry Sablotny, Liz 
Saner, Roger Schumacher, Jean Sergent, Debbie Slater, Katie Smith, Pat Sriner, 
Sandra Stoye, Megan Swanson, Perry Taylor, Tom Thady, Carole Tracy, Stepha-
nie van Ulft, Ruth Anne Wankel

Holy Baptism  We rejoice this weekend in the baptisms of Eva Anna Grace 
Noll and Layla Mae Noll. Eva and Layla are the daughters of Daniel and Sar-
ah Noll and are being baptized at our 5:00 Saturday Service. Eva’s baptismal 
sponsors are Leonard and Melissa Selby.  Layla’s baptismal sponsors are Dane 
and Kristin Blanchard. We pray that God’s Holy Spirit would create in Eva and 
Layla the gift of faith and daily grow them in a life of discipleship to Christ.

Pastoral Absence  Pastor Greg and his family are away this weekend attending 
his graduation from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota as he receives his 
Doctor of Ministry Degree in Congregational Mission and Leadership. Pastor 
Greg’s doctoral thesis is titled Perichoretic Worship: Cultivating Relationships 
with the Triune God, with One Another, and with the World.

Graduation Recognition  Today we recognize and celebrate our graduating 
seniors. We lift up the following seniors, holding them in prayer that Jesus will 
continue walking with them as they begin the next chapter in their lives. Those 
graduating are Skylar Lewis, Cody Louveau, Carolyn Nika, Jacob Read, Lauren 
Resch, Olivia Riemer, Andrew Sproat, Matthew Umland, Jenna Van Berkom, Kayla 
Wheeler, Riley York, Caitlin Zoschke.

St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany Tour                                       Summer 2020
Registration is now open for our St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany Tour in the 
summer of 2020. In addition to touring the Luther sites, we will be sharing in the 
Passion Play in Oberammagau. A special anniversary meal and worship service will 
be enjoyed as well. The trip is limited to the first 35 registrants. Registration is limit-
ed to disciples at St. John’s through July 1, after which registration will be opened 
to friends and family of St. John’s disciples. Registration forms are available in the 
church office. For more information, please contact Rose Moser, David Richter, Pas-
tor Busboom, or Pastor Connolly.

Can CIVS help you?                                 
Caregiver Interfaith Volunteer Services (CIVS) offers a helping hand through volun-
teers from St. John’s as well as other local churches.  Volunteers are happy to help 
in several ways: 

 -transportation to all medical appointments
 -taking people grocery shopping or shopping for them if they’re not   
 able
 -sitting with your loved one (so you can take a much needed break)
 -call or visit just to see if you need anything 

St. John’s CIVS volunteers are part of an interfaith caregiving group from area 
churches who truly care about YOU and your well-being.  To request a volunteer, 
call HSHS St. John’s Hospital (217.757.6621) to find the help that you need. It 
will make your life a little easier.  Or, for more information, get in touch with Fran 
Myers, our congregational leader (217.789.1961.) There is no charge for services; 
although donations are appreciated. CIVS  wants to help you maintain your inde-
pendence.

Adult Forum                                                 Sunday, 9:15 a.m.
Join Pastor Mitcham in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR) this Sunday from 9:15-10:15 
a.m. as she brings to a close our study of the New Testament book of Acts. Come 
find out how the story ends (or how it doesn’t!). All are welcome! After this week-
end, the Adult Forum will take a break for the summer, but will resume in Septem-
ber!

Coffee and Conversation                                                       Tuesdays, 8:00 a.m.
All men and women are invited and encouraged to join together for an hour on 
Tuesday mornings in the Parish Life Center Lobby for coffee and conversation. We 
enjoy a fun hour of fellowship and friendship and sometimes, we even have do-
nuts! Any questions, feel free to call Jack Stoldt at 217.971.9587 or 217.670.2445.

Thursday Morning Golf Group                                    Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. 
Attention golfers! The St. John’s golfing group has started up again for the year. We 
play a 9 hole scramble at Longbridge Golf Course and then enjoy lunch together 
after. Our goal is to have fun and enjoy fellowship. If you are interested, contact 
Bob Borcherding at 217.553.4486 or rlborch.golf@comcast.net for more informa-
tion or to be added to the email list. 

St. John’s Night at the Muni                 Sunday, June 24, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us as we gather at the Muni for an evening of fun and fellowship as we enjoy 
the production of “Sister Act.” We’ll gather at 6:30 under the Pavilion at the Muni for 
a light supper and the show starts at 8:30. Tickets are $19.50 a person. Call Carol 
Lange at 553.4381 by Sunday, June 3 to purchase your tickets.

Small Group Cookout on the Lawn                              Sunday, June 3, 11:30 a.m. 
In a small group?  Interested in joining a small group?  Just want a chance to social-
ize?  All are welcome for a fun time of fellowship and food on the PLC lawn!  There 
will be activities for kids.  Main dish will be provided; please bring a dish to share.  
Contact Alicia Huntley with questions!  ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org.

NEW Summer Worship Schedule
                                                    Begins Memorial Day Weekend, May 26/27
Beginning next weekend, May 26/27, we will begin a NEW Summer Worship 
Schedule. This NEW schedule will be as follows:

    5:00 p.m. Saturday - Casual Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
    8:00 a.m. Sunday - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
    *NEW* 10:00 a.m. Sunday - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
    *NEW* 10:00 a.m. Sunday - Contemporary Worship (Parish Life Center)

Make worship a regular part of your summer and get spiritually refreshed! See you 
in worship!

Summer Cookouts on the Lawn  
                             Wednesdays, June 6 - August 8, 6:00 p.m.
This summer, you are invited to join us once again for our weekly “Meals on the 
Lawn”, We’ll eat supper at 6:00 p.m. and following the meal, there will be a differ-
ent, fun activity each week. Groups of St. John’s disciples provide the main dish, 
and we ask that you bring a side dish to share.  If your group would like to provide 
the main dish, please call Suzie Weissberg at 341-1678. Please plan on joining us 
as we continue growing in our relationships with one another and with our neigh-
borhood community!

Healing Service                                                                   Sunday, May 20, 3:00 p.m.
Jesus invites us, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy bur-
dens, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  Pastor Pam will lead a Service 
of Healing for anyone yearning for healing either in their own life, in the lives of 
others, or in the life of our world. Comprised of readings from God’s Word, song, 
silent reflection, and intercessory prayer, these services provide peace in an other-
wise turbulent world. Following the service, our Stephen Ministers will host a time 
of refreshments and fellowship in the Parlor. All are welcome to come and experi-
ence the healing touch of Christ’s love.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group                  
                             Monday, May 21, 1:00 p.m.
Do you care for someone diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or a related demen-
tia? Are you looking for information and support? You are not alone. St. John’s 
hosts an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group.  The group meets 
monthly on the third Monday in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR).  The Alzheimer’s 
Association Caregiver Support Groups provide emotional, educational, and social 
support for family and friends of individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
related dementias. For more information, call the Alzheimer’s Association Illinois 
Chapter at 800.272.3900 or go to alz.org/Illinois and click on ‘Support Groups.’

Cancer Survivors Conversation    
                          Tuesday, May 29, 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Are you a cancer survivor?  While your story is unique, others share many of the 
experiences and challenges you faced.  One of the gifts of community is the care 
and support offered to one another.  Sharing your story might help St. John’s 
find ways to care for those in treatment now.  If you are a cancer survivor, please 
join Pastor Pam for either the noon or the 7:00 Cancer Survivors Conversation in 
the Parlor.  Your ideas can help us.  Feel free to speak with Pastor Pam if you have 
questions, and come join the conversation.

Grief Support Group                                     Thursdays, April 26-May 31, 5:30 p.m.
St. John’s Grief Support Group welcomes anyone who has experienced the death 
of a person whom they loved. Pastor Pam leads the group on Thursdays from 5:30 
- 7:00 in the Parlor. While we may grieve many kinds of losses, this gathering is for 
those who have lost a loved one. The death may have been recent or could have 
occurred in the past. To register, please call the church office, 217.793.3933. If you 
have questions, please get in touch with Pastor Pam.


