
“Let the peoples praise you, O 
God; let all the peoples praise 

you” (Psalm 67:3).

It is with much joy and 
thanksgiving that I share with you 
that we have successfully hired 
Sarah Hembrook to be our new 
full-time Director of Children and 
Family Ministries. Sarah will begin 
her new position with us on June 
16.

5 p.m. Saturday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

8:00 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
Fellowship 

(PLC Lobby)

9:45 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Contemporary Worship/

Communion (PLC)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

Easter 6
May 25-26, 2019

to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
on this Sixth Weekend of Easter! 
We are glad you are here! If you 
do not yet have a church home 
and would like to become part of 
Christ’s community at St. John’s, 
we invite you to visit with one of 
our pastors. 

As Jesus talks of returning to 
the Father, he promises to send 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
who will teach Jesus’ followers 
and remind them of all that 
Jesus taught. Even more, those 
in whom God makes a home 
will experience a peace that 
overcomes fear.

Welcome

Pastor’s Message

This Weekend

Saturday 5-25    
Worship/Communion                                                 
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 5-26
Easter 6
Summer Worship Schedule 
Begins 
Worship/Communion                                                               
SANCTUARY                   8:00 a.m. 
Fellowship                                           
PLC LOBBY                      9:15 a.m. 
Worship/Communion                                                                
SANCTUARY                   9:45 a.m. 
Contemporary                                         
Worship/Communion                                           
PLC                   10:30 a.m.

Monday 5-27
Memorial Day
Church Office Closed

Tuesday 5-28 
Coffee and Conversation               
PLC LOBBY                       9:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting                                     
CHOIR ROOM                9:00 a.m.

Wednesday 5-29
Confirmation Camp Orientation 
Cookout                                                        
PLC LOBBY                      6:00 p.m.
Worship Band Practice                         
PLC                                7:30 p.m.

Thursday 5-30
Synod Assembly Worship                 
Choir Rehearsal                               
MUSIC ROOM                 6:30 p.m.  

FRIday 5-31

Saturday 6-1    
Blood Pressure Screenings
Worship/Communion                                                 
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 6-2
Ascension of Our Lord
Blood Pressure Screenings 
Worship/Communion                                                               
SANCTUARY                   8:00 a.m. 
Fellowship                                           
PLC LOBBY                      9:15 a.m. 
Worship/Communion                                                                
SANCTUARY                    9:45 a.m.
Contemporary                                         
Worship/Communion                                           
PLC                   10:30 a.m.
Mission Trip Pre-Meeting                        
AMR                              11:30 a.m.
Parenting the Early Years                      
OFFSITE                           6:00 p.m.
Parents in Christ                                       
OFFSITE                           6:00 p.m.

This Week 
at St. John’s

 All events can be found at 
www.stjohns-springfield.org

There you will also be able to 
sign up for weekly event emails.

The 
Messenger

Read on→

St. John’s Leadership Board 
Paul Wells, President  

Amanda Johnson, Secretary            
David Richter, Treasurer  

Chris Groth        Kathy Justison         
 Levi Slager        Sue Umland

YouthYouth

Vacation Bible School                                    
July 8 - 12, 9 - 11:30 a.m.

Get Ready to Roar! At this year’s Roar VBS, kids will learn how God is 
good when life is unfair, when life is scary, when life changes, when 
life is sad, and when life is good. Each day kids will rotate through 
Wild Bible Adventures, Imagination Station, Stampede Sports, KidVid 
Cinema, and Hungry Herd Snacks with their groups. We will end with 
a family picnic of Friday, July 12 at 5:30 p.m. Save these dates and 
come to St. John’s for a wonderful week this summer! Starting May 
12, you can sign up for Vacation Bible School on our website at www.
stjohns-springfield.org 

Preschool Summer Camps                          June 10-13, June 24-27 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
All children ages 3-6 are invited to summer camp at St. John’s Preschool. “The 
Miracles of Jesus” will be our theme June 10-13 and “Community Helpers” is the 
theme June 24-27. Please visit the preschool website for more information.

ChildrenChildren 

Confirmation Camp Orientation Cookout                 Wednesday, May 29, 6 p.m.
Our 22 confirmation kids attending confirmation camp at Augustana College in 
June and their parents will gather for a required cookout and orientation meeting 
this coming Wednesday, May 29 at 6:00 p.m. in the PLC Lobby. Food will be 
provided. See you then!

Leadership Lab                                                  July 22-27
Leadership Lab is a Lutheran Youth Leadership Program held at Augustana 
College in Rock Island, Illinois and designed to assist youth in developing 
leadership skills that will be useful in congregations, local communities, and the 
world, all while experiencing Christ’s love in community. St. John’s has a long 
tradition of sending youth to Lab each summer. Participants must have completed 
8th Grade to participate. Registration deadline is due June 24. For more 
information, contact Pastor Greg or visit www.leadershiplab.net .



Sarah, her husband Chad, and 
their two daughters Haylie and 
Taylor have been active disciples 
here at St. John’s since 2015. 
For the past three years, Sarah 
has worked as a teacher in our 
St. John’s Preschool. Originally 
from Minnesota, Sarah earned 
her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Elementary Education from St. 
Cloud State University in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota. Prior to joining the 
staff of our St. John’s Preschool, 
Sarah taught in both Wisconsin 
and Illinois. 

A life-long Lutheran, Sarah is 
passionate about engaging 
children and their families in their 
faith. In her own words, “I have 
a vested interest in seeing the 
children and family ministry at St. 
John’s succeed and grow. I want 
kids and their families to want to 
come to church and be involved.” 
Even though Sarah’s official start 
date is not until June 16, she is 
already hard at work preparing 

and planning for this summer’s 
ROAR Vacation Bible School.

As Director of Children and 
Family Ministries, Sarah will 
coordinate the ministries for all 
those from birth through sixth 
grade, including Sunday School, 
Vacation Bible School, our 
midweek children’s programming, 
our preteen ministry, and more. 
In addition, Sarah will work to 
continue to build connections 
between our children’s ministry 
and the ministry of our St. John’s 
preschool.

Please join me and the rest of our 
St. John’s Leadership Board in 
welcoming Sarah! God has richly 
blessed us and our Children’s and 
Family Ministries in sending her to 
us! Welcome, Sarah!

transformed by grace +

Pastor’s Message Continued

 Remember in Prayer  Dottie Beach, Marie Bomke, Rick Bremhorst, Ralph 
Chambers, Ann Charland, June Ann Deaner, Bernadine Dickson, Jim Greene, 
Dale Gronewold, Chad Hembrook,  Janice Isbell, Lexy Koester (serving in 
Georgia), Marge Koester, Barbara Kuhnly, Rose Lambert, Aaron Lawler (serving 
in Kuwait), Betty Lunik, Ken Martin, Lesslie Morgan, Judy Nika, Johneita 
Osterhuber, Gene Poehlman, Liz Saner, Debbie Slater, Katie Smith, Betty 
Stuemke, Anna Temperelli, Carole Tracy, Helen Traeger, Stephanie van Ulft, Dick 
Wieties, Carolyn Williams

The Altar Flowers  are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Mel 
Woodruff by Char Woodruff and in celebration of Gary and Jill Sproat’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary.

GeneralGeneral 
Growing Deeper Daily Devotions                        
Looking for a way to grow deep in your daily relationship with Christ? Each week, 
the staff at St. John’s writes and shares a daily devotional titled Growing Deeper. 
Each daily devotional includes a meaningful reflection on a Scripture passage 
and a short prayer for the day. Print copies are available each weekend in the wall 
racks located in both the narthex and PLC lobby. You may also subscribe to receive 
the daily devotional through your e-mail. Simply e-mail your request to Amanda 
Lawler, our Administrative Assistant for Office and Communications, at alawler@
stjohns-springfield.org and she will happily add you to the list!

Amazon Smile                 
Do you do online shopping with Amazon? Did you know that St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and Preschool have an Amazon Smile account?
To help support our Church and Preschool, the next time you shop through
Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com.  You will need to select your charitable 
organization. Search for St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and make sure you 
find the location in Springfield, IL!  Once you select this organization you will not 
need to choose the organization again. As long as you shop with smile.amazon.
com, St. John’s will receive a donation from your purchase, with no extra cost to 
you! Happy shopping!

National Cancer Survivor Day:  Celebrating Life         Sunday, June 2, 1 p.m.
HSHS St. John’s Hospital is holding this gathering for cancer survivors and 
caregivers at the Dove Center at St. John’s Hospital.  The gathering will include 
music, door prizes, and a cooking demonstration by Lincoln Land Culinary 
Institute.  Participants are asked to bring their favorite tea cup and saucer.  Call 
217.523.4505 by May 29 to make reservations.  

Cancer Companions Support Group          June 5 and 19, 6:30 p.m.
The Cancer Companions Ministry Team invites anyone touched by cancer to a 
support group meeting in the Adult Meeting Room the first and third Wednesdays 
of the month.  The group welcomes anyone in treatment, post treatment, or 
caregivers. For more information email cancercompanions@stjohns-springfield.
org .  

Military Outreach          
Do you have a family member or friend who is currently in the military, deployed, 
or in the states in basic training or on a military base? If so, the Military Outreach 
Team would like to recognize them for their service with a card of appreciation 
and remembrance that we are thinking about them and praying for them. What 
we need from you is their name(s), address, and information about their current 
military duty. Contact person is Andy Miller, 630.253.4134 or amiller725.am@
gmail.com.

Summer Cookouts on the Lawn             Wednesdays, June 5 - August 7, 6 p.m. 
This summer, you are invited to join us once again for our weekly Meals on 
the Lawn. We’ll eat supper at 6:00 p.m. and following the meal, there will be a 
different, fun activity each week. Groups of St. John’s disciples provide the main 
dish, and we ask that you bring a side dish to share.  If your group would like 
to provide the main dish, please call or email Pastor Adam at 217.793.3933 or 
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org. Please plan on joining us as we continue 
growing in our relationships with one another and with our neighborhood 
community!

Marion, VA Mission Trip                      June 23-29
It’s not too late to register for this summer’s mission trip to Marion, Virginia. 
Registration forms can be found on both Welcome Centers in the Narthex and 
PLC Lobby. Forms and deposit are due NOW to Pastor Adam. Please reach out to 
Pastor Adam if you have any questions or would like to learn more.

Cubs vs. Cardinals Game             Tuesday, July 30
Join us for an awesomely fun night watching the Cubs vs. Cardinals game at 
Busch Stadium! We have great seats inside Pavilion Section 344. $63 per person 
includes your ticket to game and bus transportation. The bus will leave church at 
4:15 p.m. and return around midnight. Limited number of seats, so sign up soon 
by contacting Carol Lange 553.4381 or Cindy Engstrom 691.0471. We will not be 
able to refund any money. 

St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany Tour      July 26-August 6, 2020
Several spots are still available for our St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany Tour 
in 2020. Led by Pastor Greg and Pastor Adam, in partnership with Reformation 
Tours, we will travel in the footsteps of Martin Luther, visiting many of the 
significant places in his life and ministry that began the Reformation over 500 
years ago. In addition to visiting Frankfurt, Mainz, Worms, Eisenach, Erfurt, 
Eisleben, Wittenberg, Leipzig, Dresden, Nuremburg, and Munich, the tour will lead 
us to the historic town of Oberammergau where we will witness the world-famous 
Passion Play which only takes place every ten years. Along the way we will share 
several meaningful worship experiences, great fellowship, and wonderful food, 
including a special meal and wine-tasting event in Mainz to celebrate the church’s 
anniversary. Come and join us as we share in this celebration tour! For more 
information or to sign-up, contact the church office or visit http://reformationtours.
com/package/rdr20/ .

Summer Worship Schedule Begins this Weekend Our Summer Worship Schedule 
begins this Memorial Day Weekend, May 25-26, and continues through Labor Day 
Weekend, August 31-September 1. 

5:00 p.m. Saturday
    Relaxed traditional worship in the sanctuary.

8:00 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. Sunday
    Traditional worship in the sanctuary.

10:30 a.m. Sunday
    Contemporary worship in the Parish Life Center (PLC).

Make weekly worship part of your summer rest and renewal. “Every day I will bless 
you, and praise your name forever and ever” (Psalm 145:2).

AdultsAdults
Connect: Summer Session                                                    June 5 - July 14
Connect will be gearing up for a relaxed short-term small group experience, June 
5 through July 14.  Whether you haven’t yet had a chance to try out Connect, or 
you would like to gather with a new group, please consider signing up for a 6 week 
session!  Huddles will meet at church on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and Sundays at 
9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sign up by May 26 via the link on the St John’s website, or 
contact Alicia Huntley at ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org or 217.714.4524.

Wine Tasting                                                        Tuesday, May 28, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Join our Adult Fellowship Ministry at 3sixteen Wine Bar in Chatham for a wine 
tasting event. For $20, you will get 4 different wine selections, each paired with 
a heavy hors d’oeuvre. Space is limited to 20 people. Please call Carol Lange at 
553.4381 to reserve your spot.

St. John’s at the Muni - Peter Pan                                    Thursday, June 6, 6:30 p.m.
Join us for an evening of fun out at the Muni as we enjoy their production of Peter 
Pan. We will meet at 6:30 for dinner under the pavillion and the show begins at 
8:00 p.m. Tickets are $15 a person which includes dinner. Call Carol Lange at 
553.4381 to sign up.

Coffee and Conversation                                                  Tuesday Mornings at 9 a.m.
Coffee and Conversation will continue meeting every Tuesday morning through 
the summer but has changed the time to 9:00 a.m. 

Rose on the Altar  The rose on the altar is in celebration of the birth of Cecilia 
Rose Maletich, daughter of Adam and Megan Maletich.  Cecilia was born on 
Thursday, May 16.  We pray that as Cecilia grows she might come to know 
Jesus’ amazing love for her.

Holy Baptism  We rejoice in the baptism of Ruby Dean Sheahan, daughter 
of Michael and Casey Sheahan, at our 8:00 worship this weekend. Ruby’s 
baptismal sponsors are Mike and Jennifer Walden. We pray for God’s Holy 
Spirit to fill Ruby with the gift of faith as she grows in daily discipleship to Christ!

Your Help is Needed at 5:00! Come to the party! We are in need of additional 
communion assistants, readers, and ushers for our 5:00 Saturday worship services. 
On Saturday, June 15 at 6:00 p.m. (right after the 5:00 service) we are hosting a 
pizza party in the PLC Lobby for anyone and everyone interested in learning how 
you can use your gifts to help with these vital ministries. In addition to FREE PIZZA, 
you can sign-up and receive on-the-spot training. By the time you leave, you will 
be fully equipped to serve! Current communion assistants, readers, and ushers 
wanting a refresher course are welcome as well! A sign-up sheet for the pizza party 
is located on the Welcome Center. Come and see how God might be calling you! 
For more information, contact either Bonnie Draughan or Pastor Greg.

Nursery Available  We love having children with us in worship here at St. John’s! 
However, we also realize that participating in worship is often difficult for 
parents of especially young children. We offer a fully staffed, safe, and secure 
nursery for children ages birth through 4-years-old each weekend during all 
four of our worship services. All of our nursery staff are fully screened and 
trained to provide the best care possible for our little ones. The nursery is 
located across from the restrooms in the Parish Life Center (PLC) Lobby. We 
are glad you are here and want you to have the most meaningful worship 
experience with us as possible.


