
“Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands 

of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The 
one who showed him mercy.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do 

likewise.’” (Luke 10:36-37).

On the second weekend of 
every month here at St. John’s, 
you can count on members 
of our Global Missions Team 
being present before and after 
worship selling their Fair Trade 
Coffee, Teas, Chocolate, and 
Olive Oil. In fact, St. John’s is 
one of the largest supporters 
of the Fair Trade Project in 
the entire ELCA! It is one of 
the many things I love about 
St. John’s. Every Sunday, our 
congregation provides hands-
on ways that we can serve 
others and take the good 
news of Christ’s love beyond 
our walls and into the world 
around us. Purchasing fair 
trade products is one of the 
many ways St. John’s is being 
sent into the world for the sake 
of the gospel!

5 p.m. Saturday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

8:00 a.m. Sunday 
Worship (Sanctuary)

Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
Fellowship 

(PLC Lobby)

9:45 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Contemporary Worship/

Communion (PLC)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister

Pentecost 5
July 13-14, 2019

to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
on this Fifth Weekend after 
Pentecost! We are glad you are 
here! If you do not yet have a 
church home and would like 
to become part of Christ’s 
community at St. John’s, we 
invite you to visit with one of our 
pastors. 

In today’s gospel from Luke, 
Jesus is challenged to explain 
what is involved in obeying 
the greatest commandment. 
Jesus tells a parable rich in 
surprises: those expected to 
show pity display hard hearts 
while the lowly give and receive 
unexpected and lavish mercy.

Welcome

Pastor’s Message

This Weekend

Saturday 7-13 
LWR Coffee Sales   
Worship/Communion                                                 
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 7-14
Pentecost 5 
LWR Coffee Sales   
Connect Summer Session                                           
AMR                                   9:00 a.m.
Youth Ministry Leadership                   
Team                                                             
AMR                                12:00 p.m.

Monday 7-15
Stephen Minister Peer Support                                       
PARLOR                          10:00 a.m.
Alzheimer’s Association                            
Caregiver Support Group                                 
AMR                                  1:00 p.m.

Tuesday 7-16
Coffee and Conversation               
PARLOR                       9:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting                                     
CHOIR ROOM                 9:00 a.m.
Adult Ministries Team                                                
AMR                                  1:00 p.m. 
Stephen Minister Peer                                
Supervision                                                 
AMR                                  6:00 p.m. 
Dinner Night Out                                                                      
          6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 7-17
Meals on the Lawn                                                      
                   6:00 p.m.
Cancer Companions                           
Support Group                                                     
AMR                                   6:30 p.m.
Youth Group Wild Wednesday                                                      
                   7:30 p.m.
Worship Band Practice                         
PLC                                7:30 p.m.

Thursday 7-18

FRIday 7-19

Saturday 7-20 
Worship/Communion                                                 
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 7-21
Pentecost 6
Worship/Communion                                                     
SANCTUARY                    8:00 a.m. 
Anti-Racism Task Force                         
Information Session                                           
AMR                                   9:00 a.m.
Fellowship                                           
PLC LOBBY                       9:15 a.m.
Worship                                                     
SANCTUARY                    9:45 a.m.
Contemporary                                         
Worship/Communion                                           
PLC                   10:30 a.m.
Anti-Racism Task Force                                   
Information Session                                           
AMR                                 11:30 a.m.
Parenting the Early Years                                                             
OFFSITE                           6:00 p.m.
Sunday Night Small Group                                                             
OFFSITE                           6:30 p.m.
Parents in Christ                                                            
OFFSITE                           7:00 p.m.

This Week 
at St. John’s

 All events can be found at 
www.stjohns-springfield.org

There you will also be able to 
sign up for weekly event emails.

The 
Messenger

Read on→

Thank you VBS volunteers!                                                    
A HUGE thank you to all of our wonderful VBS volunteers.  We had an 
amazing, energetic week, and we couldn’t have done it  without you!  You 
made the week so special for all of the kids.  

School Supply Drive                                                          Month of July
All through the month of July we will be collecting school supplies for kids 
in District 186. Here is what’s needed: backpacks, notebooks, pens, folders, 
glue sticks, pencil boxes, pencil sharpeners, erasers, colored pencils, 
crayons, scissors (blunt and pointed), rulers, #2 pencils. You can drop the 
school supplies in the labeled bins in the PLC lobby and outside of the 
sanctuary.

Calling all kids (and parents!)                                                   
We want to know what YOU want at church!  Think of some activities 
or events you would like to see happen, write it down, and put it in 
the box outside of Sarah’s office.  All ideas will be read and taken into 
consideration! You can also feel free to talk to Sarah in person, or email her 
at shembrook@stjohns-springfield.org.  

ChildrenChildren 

St. John’s Leadership Board 
Paul Wells, President  

Amanda Johnson, Secretary            
David Richter, Treasurer  

Chris Groth        Kathy Justison         
 Levi Slager        Sue Umland

YouthYouth

It’s Wild Wednesdays each week throughout the summer 
for our Senior High Youth Group (those having completed 
8th grade and up)! Each Wednesday we will gather for 
FUN, FOOD, FAITH, and FELLOWSHIP! Come join us this 
coming Wednesday, July 17 from 7:30-9:30 p.m. at the 
home of Madi and Megan Arnold (3516 St Annes Drive) 
in Springfield. Meet us at the church at 7 for a ride in the 
church van, or at the Arnold’s home at 7:30. Our Senior High 
Youth Group continues to grow and we want you and your 
friends to be a part of it!!!



The Fair Trade Project was 
begun by the Women of the 
ELCA in October 2003. Today, 
more than 7,000 of the ELCA’s 
10,000 congregations across 
the U.S. and the Caribbean 
are involved in Fair Trade. The 
Fair Trade Project provides 
congregations with access to 
organic, fairly-traded products 
at discounted wholesale case 
prices, ensuring that more 
of the money you spend on 
coffee, tea, chocolate, and 
other products reaches the 
hardworking farms who actually 
grow them.

As described by Lutheran 
World Relief on their website 
https://lwr.org, the principles of 
Fair Trade include:

•Fair prices and credit, so that 
farmers actually benefit from 
their hard work and are able to 
support families and invest in 
their communities;

•Ethical labor conditions, 
where farmers work for 
fair compensation in safe 
conditions, without being 
subjected to coercion, 
harassment, or abuse;

•Democratic organization, so 
farmers can independently 
come together to take 
advantage of access to markets 
and community decision 
making;

•Community development, 
so these self-organizing 
communities can make 
decisions to advance local 
interests; and,

•Environmental sustainability 
which ensures that best 
practices to care for the 
creation and preserve the land 
are used by all farmers.

One of the many places 
where Fair Trade is making a 
difference in the lives of local 
individuals and communities 
is in the South American 
nation of Paraguay. Manduvira, 
a sugarcane cooperative 
sponsored and supported by 
the Equal Exchange Fair Trade 
Project, engages with the local 
community, including its youth, 
to make it possible for local 
farmers to remain connected 
to their rural livelihoods and to 
continue participating in their 
family farms while earning a 
fair price for their hard labor. 
Thanks to our congregation’s 
strong support of the Fair Trade 
Project, St. John’s is in Paraguay 
and in so many other places 
around the world, supporting 
local farmers and their 
communities.

In today’s gospel from Luke, 
Jesus sends his disciples 
into the world to be doers of 
mercy to the weakest and most 
vulnerable of their neighbors. 
As Jesus’ disciples in the world 
today, Jesus sends us to “Go 
and do likewise.” Through our 
Global Mission Team’s monthly 
Fair Trade Ministry, we are!

sent by grace +

Pastor’s Message Continued

 Remember in Prayer  Dottie Beach, Joyce Bellows, Marie Bomke, Rick 
Bremhorst, David Brent, Ralph Chambers, Ann Charland, Darlene 
Edwards, Jim Greene, Dale Gronewold, Steve Hardy, Marge Koester, 
Rose Lambert, Aaron Lawler (serving in Kuwait), Don Lindsay, Betty 
Lunik, Ken Martin, Ed Niederer, Judy Nika, Irene Nordstrom, Johneita 
Osterhuber, Gene Poehlman, Liz Saner, Debbie Slater, Katie Smith, 
Betty Stuemke, Anna Temperelli, Carole Tracy, Helen Traeger, Stephanie 
van Ulft, Donna Vasconcellos, Mick Weissberg, Dick Wieties, Carolyn 
Williams

The Altar Flowers  are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
Larry and Becky Wieties’ wedding anniversary.

A Friend in  Need     
In times of trouble, it’s helpful to have someone who will listen while we 
work through our feelings.  A Stephen Minister can be that someone, 
either to you or to someone you know.  This month our Stephen 
Ministers are studying ways to care and support people going through 
difficult life changes, especially changes that come as a result of aging.  
Our Stephen Ministers are committed to providing Christian care for 
others experiencing many different needs.  If you or someone you 
know could benefit from the trained, caring presence and listening ear 
of a Stephen Minister, please talk with one of the pastors.

Lemonade in the Lobby                                                 
Our summer concert series, Lemonade in the Lobby, will welcome 
pianist Nikolaos Pine in recital on Sunday, July 28 at 3 p.m. in the 
sanctuary here at St. John’s.  Nik received his Bachelor of Music in Piano 
Performance from Indiana State University and will be completing his 
Masters of Music in Piano Performance at Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music.   Nik will be returning to Austria to perform in concert 
in August.  Please join us in welcoming Nik to St. John’s as he prepares 
for his Austria performance tour.   Lemonade in the PLC lobby will 
follow the performance.  Consider inviting a neighbor or two to join 
you at the recital, which is free and open to the public. 

Faith and Addiction Conference                                          
As understanding of addiction and concern about the opioid epidemic 
grows, the Fellowship of Recovering Lutheran Clergy and the Recovery 
Ministries of the Episcopal Church are hosting a conference to educate 
congregations about addiction and provide workshops to present 
ideas for how congregations can effectively do addiction ministry. 
The conference will be held Sept. 20-22 in Bloomington, Minn. Go to 
addictionandfaithconference.com for more information.

Cubs vs. Cardinals Game                                                   Tuesday, July 30 
Join us for an awesomely fun night watching the Cubs vs. Cardinals 
game at Busch Stadium! We have great seats inside Pavilion 
Section 344. $63 per person includes your ticket to game and bus 
transportation. The bus will leave church at 4:15 p.m. and return around 
midnight. Limited number of seats, so sign up soon by contacting Carol 
Lange 553.4381 or Cindy Engstrom 691.0471. We will not be able to 
refund any money. 

Christian Sympathy  We extend our Christian sympathy to the family and 
friends ot long-time St. John’s disciple LaJuanti Hoffmeister. LaJuanti 
entered eternal life this past Tuesday, July 9. A funeral service for LaJuanti 
is being planned for a later date here at St. John’s. Even as we grieve 
LaJuanti’s passing, we rejoice in her baptismal promise of resurrection with 
Christ.

AdultsAdults
Connect Ministry - Calling for Captains!                                    Fall 2019
A brand new 6-week Connect series entitled “Together” will begin this 
September.  Are you interested in leading a weekly short-term huddle?  
No prep required, as materials are all supplied, and you get to pick 
a day/time/location that works best for you.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this easy and very rewarding experience, please 
contact Alicia Huntley, Coordinator of Connect Ministries, at ahuntley@
stjohns-springfield.org or call/text 714.4524.

GeneralGeneral 
REALM Training   
REALM, which stands for Real Ministry, is coming to St. John’s this fall! 
REALM is an interactive online tool that connects us in ministry with one 
another and helps us better live in Christian community together. For 
months now, the staff has been receiving training and preparing to share 
this new tool with the congregation. Now it is time to begin training YOU! If 
you are a Ministry Team Leader here at St. John’s, you are invited to attend 
one of two training sessions that will be offered later this summer.
 
        Wednesday, July 31 - 7-9 p.m. (Dessert provided.)
        Sunday, August 4 - 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (Lunch provided.)
 
It is important that ALL Ministry Team Leaders come and be trained! 
Come and learn how REALM can help us be and make disciples of Christ 
TOGETHER!

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group               Monday, July 15, 1 p.m. 
St. John’s hosts an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group.  The 
group meets monthly on the third Monday in the Adult Meeting Room 
(AMR).  For more information, call the Alzheimer’s Association Illinois 
Chapter at 800.272.3900 or go to alz.org/Illinois and click on ‘Support 
Groups.’

Cancer Companions Support Group              July 17, 6:30 p.m. 
The Cancer Companion Ministry Team invites anyone touched by cancer to 
a support group meeting the first and third Wednesdays each month.  The 
group sessions will meet in the Parlor and offer encouragement, support, 
and hope for anyone in treatment, post treatment, or caregivers through 
prayer, scripture, devotions, conversation, and fellowship.

Summer Cookouts on the Lawn  Wednesdays, June 5 - August 7, 6 p.m. 
This summer, you are invited to join us once again for our weekly Meals on 
the Lawn. We’ll eat supper at 6:00 p.m. and following the meal, there will 
be a different, fun activity each week. Groups of St. John’s disciples provide 
the main dish, and we ask that you bring a side dish to share.  If your group 
would like to provide the main dish, please call or email Pastor Adam at 
217.793.3933 or pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org. Please plan on joining 
us as we continue growing in our relationships with one another and with 
our neighborhood community!

Synod-wide Mission Trip:Save the Date          August 31 - September 2
The New and Renewing Congregations Committee of our Central/
Southern Illinois Synod is sponsoring a mission trip to Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Mt. Vernon over Labor Day Weekend. It is an exciting 
opportunity to live out the blessed reality that we in this synod are 
indeed church together, striving alongside one another through all our 
joys, sorrows, and challenges! While the work projects will be finalized 
in August, we currently are anticipating interior painting, deep cleaning, 
repair work (baseboards, chairs, door handles, etc), landscaping, and 
carpentry work, as well as participating in a service project for the Mt. 
Vernon community. St. John’s will cover the registration fee, and lodging 
details are still in the works. If you are interested in learning more, please 
contact Pastor Adam at 217.793.3933 or pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.
org.


