
“Lord, teach us how to pray”

This weekend we will hear the 
disciples ask Jesus a question. 
Teach us to pray, they will ask 
him. The response they get 
will help shape one of the 
central prayers to Christianity, 
including nearly 2,000 years 
later. We often turn to Jesus’ 
teachings to look at how we 
should live our lives. The 
response we get from Jesus 
could not be clearer. Love God 
and love others, we are told. It 
seems like an easy task.

However, if we truly live like 
Jesus’ disciples we too are 
asked to do things that take us 
out of our comfort zone. Jesus 
doesn’t call us to remain in 
our little corner of the world. 
Instead, Jesus calls us to go 
out and to share our gifts with 
others.

This, I believe, is the 
importance of going out into 
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to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
on this Seventh Weekend 
after Pentecost! We are glad 
you are here! If you do not 
yet have a church home and 
would like to become part 
of Christ’s community at St. 
John’s, we invite you to visit 
with one of our pastors. 

Today’s readings remind us 
that the life of the baptized - 
to be rooted and built up in 
Christ Jesus the Lord - is to be 
rooted in prayer. God hears 
and answers prayer, and so 
strengthens God’s own.   

Welcome

Pastor’s Message

This Weekend

Saturday 7-27 
Worship/Communion                                                 
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 7-28
Pentecost 7
Concert Series, Nikolaos Pine              
Piano Recital                                                             
SANCTUARY                    3:00 p.m.

Monday 7-29 
Property Meeting                                    
AMR                                  5:15 p.m.
Stewardship Vision Team               
PARLOR                            6:00 p.m.
Property/Finance/Stewardship  
Meeting                                                          
AMR                                  7:00 p.m.

Tuesday 7-30
Coffee and Conversation               
PLC LOBBY                       9:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting                                     
AMR                          9:00 a.m.
Leave for Cub/Cardinal Game                
                                4:00 p.m.

 
Wednesday 7-31
Meals on the Lawn                                                      
                   6:00 p.m.
Realm Training                                             
AMR            7:00 p.m.
Youth Group Wild Wednesday                                                      
                   7:30 p.m.
Worship Band Practice                         
PLC                                7:30 p.m.

Thursday 8-1
FRIday 8-2

Saturday 8-3 
Blood Pressure Screenings             
PARLOR                            4:30 p.m.
Worship/Communion                                                 
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 8-4
Pentecost 8
Blood Pressure Screenings             
PARLOR                            8:00 a.m.
Worship/Communion                                                   
SANCTUARY                    8:00 a.m. 
Blood Pressure Screenings             
PARLOR                            9:00 a.m.
Fellowship                                           
PLC LOBBY                       9:15 a.m.
Worship                                                       
SANCTUARY                    9:45 a.m.
Contemporary                                         
Worship/Communion                                           
PLC                   10:30 a.m.
Realm Training                                             
AMR          11:30 a.m.
Parenting the Early Years                                             
OFFSITE                    6:00 p.m.
Parents in Christ                                              
AMR            6:00 p.m.

This Week 
at St. John’s

 All events can be found at 
www.stjohns-springfield.org

There you will also be able to 
sign up for weekly event emails.

The 
Messenger

Read on→

School Supply Drive                                                          Month of July
Thank you to everyone who has brought in school supplies this month! We 
have acquired quite a few items which will  help lots of students start the 
year off with some fresh, new supplies.  Thank you for your generosity!

Sunday School Teachers Needed!                                                   
Calling all disciples who are interested in teaching!  We are in need of at 
least 2 more people who would be interested in teaching Sunday school 
this year.  It is an incredibly teacher friendly curriculum which makes 
teaching easy and fun.  If you have any interest, please talk to  or contact 
Sarah Hembrook at shembrook@stjohns-springfield.org 

Backpack Blessing                                                            Sunday, August 11
Kids, make sure you bring your backpacks to church on August 11th for our 
annual Backpack Blessing.  What better way to start the school year than 
knowing God will be watching over you and protecting you as you are off 
to a fresh start.  The event will take place during  all church services.  We 
hope to see you, and your backpack, on the 11th!

Pizza and Game Night                              Wednesday, August 21 5:30-7:30
Kids in preschool through 6th grade are invited to join us for a Papa 
Murphy’s pizza night at church on the 21st.  Every child will get their own 
personal pizza to assemble and bake while someone from Papa Murphy’s 
will teach us all about the pizza making process.  After we eat, we will go to 
the gym for some games!  This event is just for the kids, so parents, you can 
drop them off and go!  Please RSVP for this event so we know how many 
pizzas will be needed.  Email Sarah at shembrook@stjohns-springfield.org, 
or sign up on her office door by Friday, August 14th to reserve your spot.

ChildrenChildren 

St. John’s Leadership Board 
Paul Wells, President  

Amanda Johnson, Secretary            
David Richter, Treasurer  

Chris Groth        Kathy Justison         
 Levi Slager        Sue Umland

YouthYouth
It’s Wild Wednesdays 
each week throughout 
the summer for 
our Senior High 
Youth Group (those 
having completed 
8th grade and up)! 
Each Wednesday we 
will gather for FUN, 
FOOD, FAITH, and 
FELLOWSHIP! This 
week, Wild Wednesday 

travels to Jim Edgar Wildlife Reserve for our annual camping trip. 
Details are below. Our Senior High Youth Group continues to 
grow and we want you and your friends to be a part of it!!!

Wild Wednesdays Youth Camping Trip                 Wednesday, July 31
There will be a WILD WEDNESDAY youth camping trip on Wednesday, 
July 31 at Jim Edgar Panther Creek Wildlife Reserve for all Senior high 
youth entering 10th grade through college. We will leave from the 
church at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 31 and return to the church 
by 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 1. There is no cost to attend. Please 
bring a sleeping bag, pillow, and a tent, if possible. Please sign-up 
no later than Sunday, July 28! Contact Taylor Justison to sign up at 
217.725.5028 or tjustison@stjohns-springfield.org 



our community, into the world, 
doing work in response to the 
gifts we have been given. We 
are not called to stay in our 
comfort zone, but rather to take 
the love and gifts we have been 
given and share them with 
others. This upcoming Labor 
Day Weekend, disciples from 
all across our Central/Southern 
Illinois Synod will be answering 
God’s call to come together 
in Mt. Vernon and to share 
our gifts of love and service to 
help out a congregation and a 
community that is looking to us 

to come and help. I urge you to 
prayerfully consider answering 
this call to help serve our sisters 
and brothers in Mt. Vernon. 
Please let me know if you 
would like more information, 
or are interested in signing up. 
This will be an experience you 
will not regret taking part in.

God’s Peace,

Pastor’s Message Continued

 Remember in Prayer  Dottie Beach, Joyce Bellows, Marie Bomke, Rick 
Bremhorst, David Brent, Ralph Chambers, Ann Charland, Darlene 
Edwards, Jim Greene, Dale Gronewold, Richard Hatcher, Marge Koester, 
Rose Lambert, Aaron Lawler (serving in Kuwait), Don Lindsay, Betty 
Lunik, Ken Martin, Julie Morgan, Judy Nika, Johneita Osterhuber, Gene 
Poehlman, Liz Saner, Katie Smith, Betty Stuemke, Anna Temperelli, 
Carole Tracy, Helen Traeger, Stephanie van Ulft, Donna Vasconcellos, 
Mick Weissberg, Dick Wieties, Carolyn Williams

The Altar Flowers  are given to the glory of God and in celebration of 
Del & Mary Smith’s 68th wedding anniversary and in celebration of 
Clarence and Marie Bomke’s 66th wedding anniversary.

Lemonade in the Lobby                                            July 28, 3 p.m.                             
Our summer concert series, Lemonade in the Lobby, will welcome 
pianist Nikolaos Pine in recital this Sunday, July 28 at 3 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary here at St. John’s. Nik received his Bachelor of Music in Piano 
Performance from Indiana State University and will be completing his 
Masters of Music in Piano Performance at Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music.  Nik will be returning to Austria to perform in concert 
in August. Please join us in welcoming Nik to St. John’s as he prepares 
for his Austria performance tour.  Lemonade in the PLC lobby will follow 
the performance. Consider inviting a neighbor or two to join you at the 
recital, which is free and open to the public. 

Three Sides Podcast: “Re-imagining Prison Ministry”                                                 
Visiting those in prison is one of the fundamental calls in the gospel, 
but within that call lies an invitation to relationship. The Rev. Fred 
Nelson from Redeemer Lutheran Church in Park Ridge, Ill., is founder 
and executive director of Inside Out Network, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping connect people inside prisons with those beyond 
the walls in meaningful ways. Pastor Nelson is joined by Aneel Trivedi, 
associate director of Inside Out, to share with Three Sides Podcast 
about this prison ministry. Listen at LivingLutheran.org/podcast. 

Grandparents and Relatives Raising Children Resource Conference 
The Area Agency on Aging for Lincolnland will host a Resource 
Conference for Grandparents Raising Children on Saturday, August 3 
from 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the Memorial Center for Innovation and 
Learning (228 W Miller, Springfield). The conference includes speakers 
and resource materials on financial assistance, child care assistance, 
respite care, legal assistance, health/mental health care, support 
groups, free community events, and more. Registered participants will 
receive free lunch, child care, backpacks, and back-to-school supplies. 
To register, call 217.787.9234.

Nursery Available  We love having children with us in worship here at 
St. John’s! However, we also realize that participating in worship is often 
difficult for parents of especially young children. We offer a fully staffed, 
safe, and secure nursery for children ages birth through 4-years-old each 
weekend during all four of our worship services. All of our nursery staff 
are fully screened and trained to provide the best care possible for our 
little ones. The nursery is located across from the restrooms in the Parish 
Life Center (PLC) Lobby. We are glad you are here and want you to have 
the most meaningful worship experience with us as possible.

AdultsAdults
Sullivan Trip                                             August 14
Join the Adult Ministries group on August 14 for a fun trip to The Little 
Theater in Sullivan to see the play “Church Basement Ladies”. Following 
the play, we will enjoy an authentic amish dinner. The cost is $55 
person that includes transportation, the play, and the dinner. RSVP to 
Carol Lange at 553.4381 or callycat144@gmail.com no later than this 
Wednesday, July 31.

Connect Ministry - Calling for Captains!                           Sign up now!
A brand new 6-week Connect series entitled “Together” will begin this 
September. Are you interested in leading a weekly short-term huddle? 
No prep required, as materials are all supplied, and you get to pick 
a day/time/location that works best for you. If you are interested in 
learning more about this easy and very rewarding experience, please 
contact Alicia Huntley, Coordinator of Connect Ministries, at ahuntley@
stjohns-springfield.org or call/text 714.4524.

GeneralGeneral 
Searching for Media Team Volunteers!    
We are looking for several volunteers to help with our 10:30 a.m. 
contemporary worship to run slides and our Youtube Live Stream. High 
school students can get NHS service hours for volunteering! If you or 
anyone you know is interested or want more information, please reach out 
to Frankie Kulavic at 217.720.7256.

REALM Training   
REALM, which stands for Real Ministry, is coming to St. John’s this fall! 
REALM is an interactive online tool that connects us in ministry with one 
another and helps us better live in Christian community together. For 
months now, the staff has been receiving training and preparing to share 
this new tool with the congregation. Now it is time to begin training YOU! If 
you are a Ministry Team Leader here at St. John’s, you are invited to attend 
one of two training sessions that will be offered this upcoming week.
 
        Wednesday, July 31 - 7-9 p.m. (Dessert provided.)
        Sunday, August 4 - 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (Lunch provided.)
 
It is important that ALL Ministry Team Leaders come and be trained! Please 
RSVP with Rhonda Neubauer at rneubauer@stjohns-springfield.org or at 
793.3933 with the training date you plan on attending.
Come and learn how REALM can help us be and make disciples of Christ 
TOGETHER!

Summer Cookouts on the Lawn  Wednesdays, June 5 - August 7, 6 p.m. 
This summer, you are invited to join us once again for our weekly Meals on 
the Lawn. We’ll eat supper at 6:00 p.m. and following the meal, there will 
be a different, fun activity each week. Groups of St. John’s disciples provide 
the main dish, and we ask that you bring a side dish to share.  If your group 
would like to provide the main dish, please call or email Pastor Adam at 
217.793.3933 or pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org. Please plan on joining 
us as we continue growing in our relationships with one another and with 
our neighborhood community!

Synod-wide Mission Trip:Save the Date          August 31 - September 2
The New and Renewing Congregations Committee of our Central/
Southern Illinois Synod is sponsoring a mission trip to Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Mt. Vernon over Labor Day Weekend. It is an exciting 
opportunity to live out the blessed reality that we in this synod are 
indeed church together, striving alongside one another through all our 
joys, sorrows, and challenges! While the work projects will be finalized 
in August, we currently are anticipating interior painting, deep cleaning, 
repair work (baseboards, chairs, door handles, etc), landscaping, and 
carpentry work, as well as participating in a service project for the Mt. 
Vernon community. St. John’s will cover the registration fee, and lodging 
details are still in the works. If you are interested in learning more, please 
contact Pastor Adam at 217.793.3933 or pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.
org.

A Friend in  Need     
In times of trouble, it’s helpful to have someone who will listen while we 
work through our feelings.  A Stephen Minister can be that someone, 
either to you or to someone you know.  This month our Stephen Ministers 
are studying ways to care and support people going through difficult 
life changes, especially changes that come as a result of aging.  Our 
Stephen Ministers are committed to providing Christian care for others 
experiencing many different needs.  If you or someone you know could 
benefit from the trained, caring presence and listening ear of a Stephen 
Minister, please talk with one of the pastors.

Growing Deeper Daily Devotions  Looking for a way to grow deep in 
your daily relationship with Christ? Each week, the staff at St. John’s 
writes and shares a daily devotional titled Growing Deeper. Each daily 
devotional includes a meaningful reflection on a Scripture passage and 
a short prayer for the day. Print copies are available each weekend in 
the wall racks located in both the narthex and PLC lobby. You may also 
subscribe to receive the daily devotional through your e-mail. Simply 
e-mail your request to Amanda Lawler, our Administrative Assistant for 
Office and Communications, at alawler@stjohns-springfield.org and she 
will happily add you to the list!

Christian Sympathy  We extend our Christian sympathy to the family 
of St. John’s disciple Edward Niederer, who entered eternal life on 
Sunday, July 20. A private memorial service is planned by the family.  We 
pray that God would comfort the Niederer  family with the promise of 
resurrection in Christ.


