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“I believe that I shall see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land 

of the living. Wait for the Lord; 
be strong, and let your heart take 

courage; wait for the Lord!” 
(Psalm 27:13-14).

One of the many insights 
that Susan Beaumont shares 
in her book Inside the Large 
Congregation is that staff 
transitions are a constant. In large 
congregations with a relatively 
large staff such as St. John’s, there 
is seldom a time when we are 
not either welcoming a new staff 
member or saying good-bye to 
a staff member. With each staff 
transition, there is both grief and 
opportunity.

Sadly, Tucker Good, our Director 
of Media and Communications, 
and Sam Neahring Good, our 
Director of Children and Family 
Ministries, have announced that 
they will be relocating to Salt Lake 
City, Utah in mid-April, where 
Sam has accepted a new teaching 
position. Tucker and Sam’s last 
day here at St. John’s will be 

5 p.m. Saturday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Pam Mitcham, Preaching Minister  

8 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Pam Mitcham, Preaching Minister  

9:15 a.m. Sunday 
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t.b.d/Adult Forum

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion (Sanctuary)
Pastor Pam Mitcham, Preaching Minister       

10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Worship/Communion  

(Parish Life Center)
Pastor Greg Busboom, Preaching Minister  
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to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
on this Second Weekend in 
Lent! We are glad you are here! 
If you do not yet have a church 
home and would like to become 
part of Christ’s community at 
St. John’s, we invite you to visit 
with one of our pastors. Though 
we sometimes doubt and often 
resist God’s desire to protect 
and save us, our God persists. In 
holy baptism, God’s people have 
been called and gathered into 
a God-initiated relationship that 
will endure. Lent provides the 
church with a time and a tradition 
in which to seek the face of the 
Lord again.

Welcome

Pastor’s Message
This Weekend

Saturday 3-16
Worship/Communion                
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 3-17
Lent 2 
Community Care Vision Team                                               
PARLOR                         11:45 a.m.
New Disciples’ Class                                                 
AMR                           5:00 p.m.
Parenting the Early Years                                                
OFFSITE                            6:00 p.m. 
Sunday Night Small Group                                                
OFFSITE                            6:30 p.m.
Parents in Christ                                             
OFFSITE                            7:00 p.m.

Monday 3-18
Stephen Minister                             
Peer Supervision                                              
PARLOR                          11:00 a.m.
Alzheimer’s Association                 
Caregiver Support Group                                 
AMR                                  1:00 p.m.
Finance Committee                                 
PARLOR                            5:30 p.m.
Cancer Companions                                 
CLASSROOM A               6:30 p.m.
CBradley University                               
Chorale Concert                                 
SANCTUARY                    7:30 p.m.

Tuesday 3-19
Coffee and Conversation               
PLC LOBBY                       8:00 a.m.
Men’s and Women’s                                
Bible Studies                                                            
                                      9:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting                                     
CHOIR ROOM                 9:00 a.m.
Adult Ministries                                          
AMR                                  1:00 p.m. 
Stephen Minister                             
Peer Supervision                                          
AMR                                  6:00 p.m.
Dinner Night Out                                           
OLIVE GARDEN          6:00 p.m.
 
Wednesday 3-20
Preschool Chapel                                    
SANCTUARY          11:00 a.m.
Midweek Lenten Luncheon               
PLC LOBBY                 12:00 p.m.
Midweek Lenten Worship               
PLC LOBBY                 12:00 p.m.

Preschool Chapel                              
SANCTUARY           12:45 p.m.
Midweek Lenten Supper                          
PLC LOBBY                     6:00 p.m. 
Midweek Lenten Worship                   
SANCTUARY                   7:00 p.m. 
Worship Band Practice                         
PLC                                7:30 p.m.

Thursday 3-21
Preschool Chapel                              
SANCTUARY          11:00 a.m.
Preschool Chapel                                
SANCTUARY          12:45 p.m.
Bells of Glory                               
SANCTUARY                    5:30 p.m.  
Anti-Racism Working Group                              
                        6:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir                               
CHOIR ROOM                 6:40 p.m. 
Cantata Rehearsal                              
CHOIR ROOM                 8:00 p.m.

FRIday 3-22
Book Club Small Group                             
OFFSITE                           7:00 p.m.  

Saturday 3-23
Worship/Communion                
SANCTUARY                    5:00 p.m.    

Sunday 3-24
Lent 3 
Worship/Communion                                              
SANCTUARY                    8:00 a.m.
Fellowship/Sunday School/                     
t.b.d./Adult Forum                                                                
          9:15 a.m. 
Cantata Rehearsal                                              
CHOIR ROOM                 9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion                                              
SANCTUARY                  10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Worship/                 
Communion                                  
PLC                                  10:30 a.m.
Ministry in Context Lay                      
Committee                                            
AMR                         11:45 a.m.
Faith Community Nurses                                                
PARLOR                          11:45 a.m.
Youth Group Trip to Mercy Me            
Concert                                                         
OFFSITE                            3:00 p.m.
New Disciples’ Class                                                 
AMR                           5:00 p.m.

This Week 
at St. John’s

 All events can be found at 
www.stjohns-springfield.org

There you will also be able to 
sign up for weekly event emails.

The 
Messenger

Read on→

AdultsAdults
New Disciples’ Classes                                                      Sunday Evenings, 5-7 p.m.
Interested in becoming part of our St. John’s family? Our next series of New 
Disciples’ Classes for anyone interested in joining St. John’s continues this 
Sunday, March 17 at 5:00 p.m. in the Adult Meeting Room (AMR). If you weren’t 
able to join us last week, you are still welcome to join us this week. This five-
week class explores what it means to be in community, a Christian, a Lutheran, a 
disciple, and a servant. Each class begins with a light soup and sandwich meal 
together and child care is provided in the church nursery. If you are interested 
in learning more or in signing up for the classes, please contact Pastor Adam at 
newdisciples@stjohns-springfield.org. All are welcome! 

Adult Forum: “Honoring our Neighbor’s Faith”          Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.    
Join Pastor Greg and Pastor Pam as they co-lead a five-week Adult Forum 
Series titled “Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith” from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the Adult 
Meeting Room (AMR). Each week, we will explore together another faith tradition, 
comparing and contrasting each faith tradition with our own faith as ELCA 
Lutherans. The schedule of faith traditions will be as follows:
 
    Sunday, March 17 – Islam
    Sunday, March 24 – Roman Catholic Church
    Sunday, March 31 – Baptist Church
    Sunday, April 7 – The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
 
All are welcome to come and learn how we can live as Christian neighbors with 
those whose faith tradition is different than ours.

Dinner Night Out             March 19, 6 p.m.
On the third Tuesday of every month, a group of disciples gathers at a local 
restaurant to share in a meal. These meals are often accompanied by great 
conversations, laughs, and a time to connect as disciples. In order to make sure 
there is adequate space for all, please contact Becky Smith at 217.494.5523 prior 
to March 19 if you are planning to attend. This month we will join together at the 
Olive Garden off of Veterans and Wabash.

St. John’s Leadership Board 
Paul Wells, President  

Amanda Johnson, Secretary            
David Richter, Treasurer  

Chris Groth        Kathy Justison         
 Levi Slager        Sue Umland

YouthYouth
t.b.d.                                                                                                Sundays, 9:15 a.m.
All 9th-12th graders are invited to join us each Sunday from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the 
Youth Room for t.b.d., an engaging, meaningful, and interactive Sunday morning 
experience for high school youth. Pastor Adam will be leading us as we dive into 
the similarities and differences between Christianity and Islam using Lutheran 
Social Service of Minnesota’s study titled My Neighbor is Muslim. This week we’ll 
dive into the five pillars of Islam and some of the practices we as Christians follow. 
Donuts and chocolate milk are provided. See you there!

Encounter                                                            2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-8 p.m.
All 9th-12th graders and their friends are invited to our Sunday Night 
ENCOUNTER on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month from 6-8 p.m. in the 
Parish Life Center (PLC). Live music, worship, Bible Study, group building activities, 
games, a coffee and smoothie bar, and much more make this a meaningful, faith-
building experience for all! Come and grow in your faith and discipleship to Christ 
as we ENCOUNTER God’s Word together! First-time participants receive a prize!

Mercy Me with David Crowder Concert                                       Sunday, March 24
Our 9th-12th grade youth group will be traveling to the Mercy Me with David 
Crowder Concert in Peoria on Sunday, March 24. We will leave for this amazing, 
sold-out concert at 3:00 p.m. and will return to the church around 11 p.m. Only 30 
tickets are available on a first-come, first-serve basis, so sign up TODAY! Simply 
e-mail Pastor Greg or sign up on the sign-up sheet posted outside the Youth 
Room Door in the Lower Level. Once Pastor Greg has received your $30, your spot 
is reserved. Friends are welcome!



Sunday, April 7.

Both Tucker and Sam have 
been tremendous assets to 
our congregation’s ministry 
during their time with us. First 
as Interim Director of Youth 
and Family Ministries and, most 
recently, as Director of Media 
and Communications, Tucker has 
greatly increased the professional 
look of our print and social media 
communications, has grown our 
social media presence, has been 
instrumental in helping to create 
a “St. John’s brand” through our 
new logo, has been responsible 
for the creativity and quality of 
our recent Connect videos, and 
has been solely responsible for 
the popular live-streaming of 
our weekly worship services. In 
her role as Director of Children 
and Family Ministries, Sam has 
provided faithful and creative 
leadership for Sunday School 
and Vacation Bible School, has 
grown our outreach with our 
neighborhood children, especially 
at DuBois Elementary School, 
has provided solid leadership 
for our nursery, and has been 
instrumental in beginning our pre-
teen ministry for our 5th and 6th 
grade youth. I am most thankful 
for all the ministry that both Tucker 
and Sam have shared with us. 
Their moving leaves us with two 
incredibly important positions to 
fill.

Please know that the Personnel 
Committee and Leadership Board 

are already hard at work seeking 
to fill these two positions. While 
we recognize the need to fill these 
two positions as expediently as 
possible, we also want to make 
sure that we fill them with the 
best candidates possible. Interim 
plans are underway to ensure 
that all of the ministries that 
Tucker and Sam are responsible 
for continue until their positions 
have been filled. In the meantime, 
I ask for your prayers and your 
patience as we juggle their various 
responsibilities and as we begin 
the search process. At some point 
before Tucker and Sam leave, we 
will find an opportunity to share 
our thanks and appreciation with 
them and to bid them Godspeed. 
Stay tuned to future Messengers 
as plans develop.

As always, thank you for your 
ongoing support as we live out 
our mission to be and make 
disciples of Christ, in response 
to God’s grace. As stated above, 
with every change comes both 
grief and opportunity. Even as we 
acknowledge our grief, we look 
forward with hopeful anticipation 
to the new opportunities God 
already has in store for us.

growing in relationship +

Pastor’s Message Continued

Rose on the Altar  The rose on the altar is in celebration of the birth of Zoey 
Lorraine Hopkins, daughter of John and Heidi Hopkins, born on March 8. Zoey 
is welcomed home by big brother, A.J.  We pray God’s blessings upon the 
Hopkins family as they welcome Zoey to their family!

 Remember in Prayer  Dottie Beach, Clarence Bomke, Marie Bomke, Rick 
Bremhorst, Marlene Carnduff, Ann Charland, Carolyn Davis, June Ann Deaner, 
Bernadine Dickson, Jim Greene, Dale Gronewold, Chad Hicks, James Hicks, 
Janice Isbell, Lexy Koester (serving in Virginia), Marge Koester, Robert Koester, 
Aaron Lawler (serving in Kuwait), Betty Lunik, Ken Martin, Lois Miller, Lesslie 
Morgan, Judy Nika, Johneita Osterhuber, Gene Poehlman, Liz Saner, Mary Lou 
Senalik, Debbie Slater, Katie Smith, Mary Smith, Betty Stuemke, Carole Tracy, 
Helen Traeger, Stephanie van Ulft

The Altar Flowers  are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Pastor 
Peter Thomson by Ward and Beth Thomson. 

GeneralGeneral 
Marion, VA Mission Trip        June 23-29, 2019
Join us for our 12th annual mission trip to Marion, Virginia. We will head east into 
the picturesque Appalachian mountains for a week of service, fun, and fellowship. 
Centered around 1 John 4:19, “We love because God first loved us,” this will be a 
week you won’t want to miss. Registration forms can be found on both Welcome 
Centers in the Narthex and PLC Lobby. Forms and deposit are due Sunday, May 
5 to Pastor Adam. Please join us on Sunday, April 7 at 9:15 for an informational 
meeting, or you can reach out to Pastor Adam if you have any questions or would 
like to learn more.

Cubs vs. Cardinals Game          Tuesday, July 30
Join us for an awesomely fun night watching the Cubs vs. Cardinals game at 
Busch Stadium! We have great seats inside Pavilion Section 344. $63 per person 
includes your ticket to game and bus transportation. The bus will leave church at 
4:15 p.m. and return around midnight. Limited number of seats, so sign up soon 
by contacting Carol Lange 553.4381 or Cindy Engstrom 691.0471. We will not be 
able to refund any money. 

St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany Tour     July 26-August 6, 2020
Several spots are still available for our St. John’s 150th Anniversary Germany Tour 
in 2020. Led by Pastor Greg and Pastor Adam, in partnership with Reformation 
Tours, we will travel in the footsteps of Martin Luther, visiting many of the 
significant places in his life and ministry that began the Reformation over 500 
years ago. In addition to visiting Frankfurt, Mainz, Worms, Eisenach, Erfurt, 
Eisleben, Wittenberg, Leipzig, Dresden, Nuremburg, and Munich, the tour will lead 
us to the historic town of Oberammergau where we will witness the world-famous 
Passion Play which only takes place every ten years. Along the way we will share 
several meaningful worship experiences, great fellowship, and wonderful food, 
including a special meal and wine-tasting event in Mainz to celebrate the church’s 
anniversary. Come and join us as we share in this celebration tour! For more 
information or to sign-up, contact the church office or visit http://reformationtours.
com/package/rdr20/ . 

Midweek Lenten Worship: TABLE GRACE              Wednesdays through April 10 
Our midweek Lenten worship theme this year is TABLE GRACE as we explore five 
Biblical stories in which God’s gracious hospitality is extended with others through 
the sharing of a meal. Two worship opportunities will be offered each Wednesday 
throughout Lent.

    12:15 p.m. - Midweek Lenten Worship (PLC Lobby)
    A delicious homemade Lenten Lunch will be served beginning at 12:00 noon. 

    7:00 p.m. - Midweek Lenten Worship (Sanctuary)
    A delicious homemade soup and sandwich supper will be served in the PLC   
    Lobby beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Come and gather with us around the TABLE as we share a meal together and as 
we are fed by God’s Word through worship. There is a place at the TABLE for you! 
Come and join us as, together, we let God’s grace grow us in our relationship with 
Christ, with each other, and with the community!

Growing Deeper Daily Devotions                      
Looking for a way to grow deep in your daily relationship with Christ? Each week, 
the staff at St. John’s writes and shares a daily devotional titled Growing Deeper. 
Each daily devotional includes a meaningful reflection on a Scripture passage and 
a short prayer for the day. Print copies are available each weekend in the wall racks 
located in both the narthex and PLC lobby. You may also subscribe to receive the 
daily devotional through your e-mail. Simply e-mail your request to Amanda Lawler, 
our Administrative Assistant for Office and Communications, at alawler@stjohns-
springfield.org and she will happily add you to the list!

Military Outreach Ministry                        Monday, March 25,  6-7 p.m.  
Please join us in the Parlor if you are interested in learning more about this ministry.  
For more information, contact Andy Miller at 630.253.4134 or  amiller725.am@
gmail.com.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver’ Support Group                
The Alzheimer’s Caregivers’ Support group will meet Monday, March 18 at 1:00 in 
the Adult Meeting Room.

Bradley University Chorale Concert                           March 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
This Monday, March 18, the Bradley University Chorale will present a concert in the 
sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. The chorale, consisting of nearly 50 singers, will be joined 
in a portion of the performance by the Maroa-Forsyth High School Choir.  Known 
for its vibrant approach to sound, the Bradley Chorale embraces the unique spirit 
and diverse color palate of each singer in exploring music of all genres and stylistic 
performance practices. They perform extensively across the United States and 
Europe, receiving national and international honors and singing at conventions 
across the globe. International performances have included tours of Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Ireland, Norway, Italy, and Wales. The concert is free and 
open to the public.  A free will offering will be taken.  Bring a friend or neighbor to 
hear this outstanding choir as they present “Even When….” For further information, 
please contact Sue Hamilton at shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org.

Cancer Companions Ministry                 
We are pleased to announce the availability of Cancer Companions ministry here at 
St. John’s for individuals who have been touched by cancer—currently in treatment, 
post-treatment, or caregiver. We have a team of trained volunteers to provide 
encouragement, support, and hope through prayer, scripture, and conversation to 
those in need. If you are interested in having a team member contact you or if you 
know of someone who may benefit from this ministry, complete a Contact Request 
form on the table in the narthex or PLC lobby or contact the church office.

Family Festival Egg Hunt                                                       Saturday, April 13, 9 a.m.
Want to learn about the meaning of Easter, help our community, and celebrate with 
a gigantic egg hunt?! Join us on Saturday, April 13 for our fundraiser breakfast and 
Family Festival Egg Hunt. Get your tickets from the church office starting March 11. 
Tickets will be FREE, and we are limiting the event to 200 people, so grab tickets 
for your family before they’re gone! We will collect a free will offering at the event. 
All proceeds from this fundraiser will be given to The Matthew Project to help 
children get to summer camp!

Family Service Project                                                                             Month of March
During the month of March, bring in any new or gently used books you are able to 
donate to local school libraries! Series books, chapter books, and classic children’s 
books are a huge interest since many copies in school libraries are heavily used 
and often damaged.

Sunday School                                                                         Sundays, 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Children in PreK-4th grade meet each Sunday in the PLC at 9:15 a.m. for Music 
& Opening, and then we go downstairs to our classrooms with our teachers. 5th 
and 6th graders can head downstairs to their classroom at 9:15. Meet us at the 
Welcome Table in the PLC Lobby for directions!

ChildrenChildren


