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Frog and Toad are characters in a children’s book 
series. They are best friends and they do everything 
together. When Toad admires the flowers in Frog’s 
garden, Frog gives him seeds to grow a garden of 
his own. When Toad bakes cookies, Frog helps him 
eat them. And when both Frog and Toad are scared, 
they are brave together. They are alike in that they 
are both amphibians, but they have their differences 
too. Frogs usually like to stay in or near water. Toads 
get out on land a little more and find their way into 
gardens and yards. Frogs also usually have moist 
slimy skin, while toads have dry bumpy skin.

Like Frog and Toad, we have much in common 
with one another as well as major differences. We 
continue to grow together in grace as a congregation 
in the midst of our diversity in many ways. One of 
the ways we will see that growth together this fall is 
as we get connected through Realm.

Rhonda Neubauer, Church Administrator, was not 
immediately sold on Realm. However, after some 
training and seeing how Realm can help us live out 
our mission to be and make disciples together, she 
is Realm-ready! “This is an exciting time for St. John’s 
as Realm has the potential to simplify and increase 
communication, connection, and engagement 

for disciples,” she explains. “It will allow 
them to explore the many opportunities 
to serve learn, teach, connect, and 
more that St. John’s offers. Then, most 
importantly, it will allow disciples to join 
in, get involved, and get connected with 
just a few clicks.”

Even before the official launch of Realm, 
new relationships have begun. “In an 
unexpected way Realm has already 
created stronger connections as the 
staff, along with disciple volunteers Bob 
Borcherding, Liz Kelley, and Rose Moser, 
have worked together as a team on its 
implementation.”

“While it hasn’t always been an easy 
process,” Rhonda shares, “it has been 
rewarding. Each new step forward offers 
a sense of accomplishment. When 
Realm is rolled out to all disciples on 
Rally Day, I hope that everyone will be 
eager to join in and get connected in a 
new way!”

Joining in and connecting is also the 
name of the game for St. John’s Mission 
Trippers. This past summer’s crew found 
out how helpful it is to have a diverse 
group of workers (lots of different skills) 
who also share a common faith and 
mission. “Participating in the Mission 
Trip has helped inform me in my role as 
leader of the Stewardship Vision Team,” 
Dan Simmons, trip participant, shares. 
“The makeup of the people who go 
on the mission trip varies from year to 
year, but the group as a whole reflects 
who we are as a congregation. There 
are men and women, retirees and high 
school students, disciples who have 
gone on most trips and first timers and 
people who can plan and build a house 
by themselves and weekend warriors 
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who have a basic toolbox and a desire 
to help.  During the week of the trip the 
group brings together all these diverse 
gifts with one common goal:  helping 
homeowners in western Virginia who, 
for one reason or another, cannot do 
needed repairs themselves or afford to 
have them done.”

Growing together despite our warts can 
be quite challenging. But Jesus, who 
gives us the mission to grow together in 
relationship, is the One who meets us on 
whichever road we’re on and brings us 
together. So, we grow together, step-by-
step forward, for the long haul. And, like 
the mission trip folks, we are blessed by 
both our commonalities and diversity. 
Dan sums it up well:

“We have learned that five days of work 
have long lasting effects.  One of our 

disciples went back to look at a home 
that was rehabilitated ten years ago to 
find it was still in excellent shape. The 
homeowner came out, recognized him 
by name and gave him a hug!  There’s 
a lot of hard work and good fun, but 

stories like that make the trip worth the 
effort.

Stewardship is not a vague exercise 
where pledge cards are filled out once 
a year and then offerings made once 

a week. Stewardship is how we as 
disciples at St. John’s respond to the 

amazing gift of God’s grace.  We have 
become more focused and intentional in 
explaining where pledged money goes 
and how it furthers the mission of the 
church.  We at St. John’s are a diverse 
group on a 52-week mission trip to be 

and make disciples of Christ in response 
to God’s grace!” 

Jesus calls each of us into this growing, diverse, 
blessed community of St. John’s disciples, 
preschool families, visitors, community neighbors. 
The growing continues this fall as Jesus leads us 
into 2020 – through the Campus Master Planning 
process, through old and new ministry opportunities, 
through the Connect ministry, through the service 
of long-time disciples, and through the stories of 
new disciples we’ve not yet met.

Be like Frog and Toad – jump right in, 

Pastor Pam Mitcham

Pastor of Community Care
pmitcham@stjohns-springfield.org

together!
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If you go to 
the contemporary worship service 
in the Parish Life Center on nearly 
any Sunday and take a moment to 
look toward the far back corner, 
you will see surely see a glimpse of 
God at work. There sit two disciples 
of Jesus. There sit two young 
disciples of Jesus. There sit two 
young disciples of Jesus with huge 
smiles on their faces experiencing 
the joy of serving Christ and Christ’s 
church together! There sit Darviel 
Johnson and Frankie Kulavic.

Darviel and Frankie are both juniors 
at Springfield High School. Darviel 
and Frankie are both active leaders 
in our St. John’s YOUTHERANS 
youth group. Darviel and Frankie 
are best friends with one another. 
And, Darviel and Frankie serve 
Christ here at St. John’s Sunday 
after Sunday through their ministry 
of technology in the contemporary 
worship service. Darviel runs the 
computer for the service, managing 
the video monitors at the front of 
the PLC. Frankie oversees our live 
stream, managing the cameras 
and sound for the service and 

making sure everything 
runs smoothly. After, Darviel and 
Frankie are joined by fellow high 
school junior Josh Either who 
assists with the sound board. In 
the midst of their serving, you will 
often catch Darviel and Frankie 
joking around with one another, 
occasionally laughing at one 
another, and, in general, having 
loads of fun together.

With the guidance of tech guru 
Aaron Duncan, another disciple 
of Jesus at St. John’s, Darviel and 
Frankie have found a way to use 
their gifts and interests in ministry. 
Perhaps the best part of their 
ministry is that they are sharing in 
ministry together for the sake of our 
mission to be and make disciples of 
Christ, in response to God’s grace! 
Thank you, Darviel and Frankie, 
Aaron and Josh! And, the next 
time you need to see a glimpse of 
God at work, sneak into the PLC 
during worship and take a look at 
the back corner. There you will see 
God’s presence in the smiles and 
laughter of young, enthusiastic 
leaders in our congregation!

Darviel Johnson
Fra

nkie
 

Kul
avic
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"Whoever does not 
carry the cross and 
follow me cannot 
be my disciple."

September October
7

/8

Luke 12:25-33

Come TOGETHER
Rally Day Weekend and 
REALM Roll-Out

5
/6 Luke 17:5-10

Servants TOGETHER

14
/15

Luke 15:1-10

Found TOGETHER
Connect Kick-Off

12/13

Luke 17:11-19

Healed TOGETHER

21
/2

2 Luke 16:1-13

Stewards TOGETHER

19
/2

0 Luke 18:1-8

Persisting TOGETHER

28/29

Luke 16:19-31

Accountable TOGETHER

26/27

John 8:31-36

Free TOGETHER
Reformation Weekend 

and Confirmation 
Sunday

Now that summer is drawing 
to a close, we return to our 

regular fall worship schedule 
beginning Rally Day Weekend, 

September 7-8. 

Worship Schedule

5:00 p.m.
Saturday

Relaxed, traditional worship in 
the sanctuary.

8:00 a.m.
Sunday

Traditional worship in the 
sanctuary.

10:30 a.m.
Sunday

Traditional worship in the 
sanctuary.

10:30 a.m.
Sunday

Contemporary worship in the 
Parish Life Center (PLC).

Luke 14:27Pastor Greg Busboom

Lead Pastor
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org
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TOGETHER
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

RALLY 
WEEKEND

2019

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Celebration Worship

Sunday School Registration

Kick-Off Celebration

Realm Roll-Out

Fellowship

Celebration Worship (PLC)

All Congregation Picnic 

YOUTHERANS Kick-Off Celebration

Blood Drive

Celebration Worship

8:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
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Sue Hamilton

Director of Music Ministries
shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org
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So many exciting things 
are happening in Music 
Ministry here at St. John’s. 
As we prepare for Rally Day, 
rehearsals for Bells of Glory, 
Chancel Choir and Joyful 
Noise Children’s Choir will 
begin. Bells of Glory and 
Chancel Choir rehearsals 
began on Thursday, August 
29, with Bells beginning at 
5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
and Chancel Choir 
beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the 
Music Room.

Bells of Glory rehearsals 
will begin on Thursday, 
August 29 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary. Rehearsals 
end at 6:30 p.m. We are 
interested in having new 
ringers join the group, 
either as a regular member 
who can commit to weekly 
rehearsals, or as a substitute. 
Music is rehearsed about 
4-6 weeks in advance of 
when it is shared during 
worship. This process 
ensures that the music is 
well-prepared for worship. 
The group rings the third 
Sunday of the month at both 
the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
sanctuary services. If you 
are interested in learning 
more about the Bells of 
Glory, please contact 
Carlo van Ulft at carlo@
venlocorp.com.

Joyful Noise Children’s 
Choir will begin rehearsals 
on Wednesday, September 
4 at 6 p.m. in the Music 
Room. We will be preparing 
a piece to sing on Rally 
Day at the combined 10:30 
a.m. worship service in the 
PLC. Regular Joyful Noise 
rehearsals will continue at 6 
p.m. on Wednesdays. Joyful 
Noise will also sing with the 
Chancel Choir in this year’s 
Christmas Cantata. If your 
child may be interested in 
joining us, please contact 
Sue Hamilton at shamilton@
stjohns-springfield.org . 
We rehearse weekly for 30 
minutes and learn some 
great music!

Chancel Choir rehearsals 
began on Thursday, August 
29 at 6:45 p.m. in the Music 
Room. Rehearsals end at 8 
p.m. The Chancel Choir sings 
the first Sunday of each month 
from October through May at 
the 8 a.m. sanctuary service 
and the second, third and 
fifth Sundays of the month 
at the 10:30 a.m. sanctuary 
service. We also sing on 
Easter and Christmas, as well 
as other special occasions. 
The Chancel Choir prepares a 
Christmas cantata and Good 
Friday cantata each year. We 
rehearse twice weekly for 
these cantatas, in addition 
to having a cantata retreat 
to kick-off our rehearsal 
schedule, usually about 6 
weeks in advance. Cantata 
rehearsals are Thursdays 
from 8 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. and 
Sundays from 9:15 a.m. to 10 
a.m. For more information on 
becoming a member of the 
Chancel Choir, please contact 
Sue Hamilton at shamilton@
stjohns-springfield.org.

Bells of Glory
Joyful Noise

Children’s Choir

Chancel Choir
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Last September, 120 disciples 
at St. John’s took a big risk. All summer 
you heard about a new ministry that 
we were launching on Rally Day. 
Connect, our new small group ministry, 
could not have happened without 
taking a step of faith into something 
new and exciting. We weren’t sure 
what would happen, but God was 
at work through these small groups. 
Disciples of different ages, genders, 
differing worship service attendance 
were grouped together and spent six 
weeks getting to know one another; 
hearing one another’s stories, joys, 
and struggles. When we finished the 
first session, the majority of comments 
heard were things such as “This was 
great,” “I’ve met new friends,” “I can’t 

We  are 
together  in

wait to do this again” or “How can I sign 
up for the winter session? I don’t want to 
miss out.” And then, we started all over 
again in the winter, with new groups 
being formed; new relationships 
being started or strengthened. All 
gathered around Jesus’ words to be in 
community together; to be Christians 
together.
 
Being part of a congregation, part 
of a ministry team, or part of a small 
group is different than any other group 
you could be part of in the world. 
And I think this is no coincidence. All 
the other groups we are part of are 
great; they help build community in a 
world that has seemed to lose what 
it means to be together. However, 
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Pastor Adam Connolly

Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org Christ

Imperfections
Struggles
Suffering
Rejoicing
Service

We  are 
together  in

these community groups are missing 
something, something that we find in 
our faith. It’s the love we have from 
Christ Jesus and the call we have to 
live out the love we have received in 
our daily following of Jesus. When we 
are part of a group here at St. John’s we 
are gathered as followers of Christ. It 
gives us the strength to be honest with 
one another, to share our burdens and 
to be uplifted by other disciples. This 
is truly a gift we have that I don’t think 
we will ever find in a group outside the 
church.
 
Jesus doesn’t call us to form social 
clubs or interest groups. Instead, we are 
called to be disciples of Christ, walking 
alongside one another while sharing 
our joys and sorrows, helping one 
another as we grow in our relationships 
with God, with one another, and with 
the community. We are called to be in 
these relationships so that God’s love 
may strengthen us and the world in 
which God loves so dearly. This fall, 
as we come together in grace, we will 
once again have a six-week session of 
Connect. There is more information in 
this Eagle about the topic and the fun 
things we have planned for this fall, but 
in the next couple of weeks, take some 
time to be in prayer and conversation 
with God about joining one of our 
Connect groups.
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Bible classes
All 3rd graders should have received a letter in the 
mail inviting them to attend the 3rd grade bible class 
starting on Wednesday, September 11th. It will be 
held downstairs in classrooms C/D. The bible class 
is led by Jennifer Read, who does an amazing job 
of teaching, and makes it fun for the kids (and the 
parents)! They will start off by learning about the 

Old Testament. After they have finished, they will 
get a pajama party before jumping into the New 
Testament. The 3rd graders are also invited to attend 
worship on Rally Sunday, September 8th, to receive 
their own bibles before class starts. We hope to see 
you all there!

ChildrenC h i l d r e n

Sunday School 
Registration and 
Kick-Off on Rally 
Day
It’s that time of year already! 
It’s time to get registered 
for Sunday school! On 
Sunday, September 8th, 
you will be able to come 
down to the gym and enjoy 
a scavenger hunt, a service 
project craft, a snack, and 
most importantly...getting 
your kids signed up for the 
2019-2020 Sunday school 
year! The scavenger hunt 
will lead you through the 
Sunday school area so 
you are familiar with the 
classrooms and you can 
meet your child’s teacher. 
This is a great opportunity 
to get to know some of 
the other Sunday school 
families and help your 
children feel comfortable 
when the first day of class 
rolls around. After you have 
completed the scavenger 
hunt, there will be a prize 
for you to bring home! Don’t 
miss this fun day! We have 
an incredible Sunday school 
team and I know this will be 
a great year!

YOU
HEAR THAT

R O AR?
If you were anywhere 
near the church July 8-12, 
you would have been 
able to feel the energy 
and excitement of VBS! 
We had about 100 kids 
register, and around 90 
in attendance each day. 
In addition to all those 
kids, we had 40 adult and 
youth volunteers helping 
to run the show. It truly 
was a week to remember, 
and the volunteers 
who made it such a 
memorable VBS are all to 
thank. It is an incredibly 
special moment when 
you see a room full of 
people singing, dancing 
and praising God with 
such enthusiasm. 

GOD IS GOOD!

DID
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YouthY o u t h

Confirmation Orientation and Kick-Off
Our Confirmation Ministry for the 2019-2020 year kicks off with an 
orientation meeting and meal on Wednesday, September 4 at 6:00 
p.m. in the PLC Lobby. Confirmation Ministry at St. John’s is a two-year 
ministry of faith development for 7 th and 8 th graders that supports 
parents in living out their baptismal promises to their children. 
All 7th and 8th graders and their parents are required to attend 
this important orientation meeting. Regular weekly confirmation 
classes begin on Wednesday, September 11 from 6:30-7:45 p.m. in 
Classroom A/B in the Lower Level. In order to help everyone out 
with their busy schedules, a catered supper will be available each 
Wednesday evening for our confirmation students and their families 
from 5:30-6:15 p.m. in the PLC Lobby. We are looking forward to 
another awesome year of growing in faith and discipleship to Christ! 
For more information, please contact Pastor Greg at pbusboom@
stjohns-springfield.org or 217.793.3933.

t.b.d. 
Our Sunday morning high school 
group starts back up on September 
15 during the 9:15 a.m. Fellowship 
hour.  t.b.d.is our chance to tackle 
real questions about our faith, our 
Lutheran heritage, and how we can 
be both Christians and teenagers 
in our ever-changing world. Donuts 
and chocolate milk will be waiting for 
you. If you have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Adam at pconnolly@
stjohns-springfield.org or 217.793.3933.

Carson Brewer
Cooper Burk
Griffin Burk
Lily Garner

Claire Huntley

Sophie Johnson
Kaylen Reed
Abby Ryan

Carly Schmitt
Thomas VanBerkom

9th Grade Confirmation 
Retreat and Celebration 
Dinner
On Reformation Sunday, October 27, 
ten of our 9th grade youth here at 
St. John’s will affirm their baptismal 
promises through the Rite of 
Confirmation.

In preparation for this significant 
stepping stone in their faith 
development, these youth will 
participate in a retreat together 
on Sunday, September 29 as they 
explore how God has gifted them for 
service in the church and in the world 
and what it means to affirm one’s 
baptismal promises. These youth and 
their families will enjoy our annual 
Confirmation Banquet on Sunday 
evening, October 20 as we give God 
thanks for their faith and as they 
share their faith presentations with 
us. Please remember each of these 
young disciples in prayer as they take 
this step of faith. We are Christ’s church 
together!

THE AMAZING
gRACE
ENCOUNTER

Meet at the church at 4:00 p.m. 
where we will divide into teams 
to race around Springfield 
(driven by responsible adults!) 
competing in “The Amazing 
g’Race."

Return to church by 6:00 p.m. 
for . . .
 gReat food!
 gReat worship!
 gReat Bible Study!
 gReat friends!
 gReat fun!

Everyone who participates gets 
a FREE 2019-2020 St. John’s 
Youtherans t-shirt! 

     happens the 
2nd and 4th Sunday evenings 
of each month from 6:00-8:00 
p.m. in the Parish Life Center!

Upcoming ENCOUNTER dates 
include:
Sunday, September 8 (Kick-Off 
Event)
Sunday, September 22
Sunday, October 13
Sunday, October 27

Let’s come together as St. 
John’s YOUTHERANS for 
another amazing year!

Rally Day Sunday
September 8
4:00-8:00 p.m.
For all 9th-12th graders and their friends!

save the date!

ENCOUNTER
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Day Trip to Hannibal, MO
Join the Adult Ministries team at St. John’s on 
October 9 as we visit Hannibal, Missouri’s two 
highest rated attractions, Rockcliffe Mansion, and 
Mark Twain’s “Huckleberry Finn” buildings. The 
Church bus leaves at 8 a.m. Transportation and cost 
of Rockcliffe Mansion tour included in price, only 
$12. Reservations must be made before September 
9. Contact Ron Engstrom at 217.636.7591

Dinner Night Out
On the third Tuesday of every month we gather at 
local restaurants to share in a meal. These meals 
are often accompanied by great conversations, 
laughs, and a time to connect as disciples. In order 
to make sure there is adequate space for all, please 
contact Becky Smith at 217.494.5523 the day before 
if you are planning to attend.

September 18 - Fire & Ale
October 16 - Chatham Cafe

November 20 - Finley’s Tap House

AdultA d u l t

61st Annual Millikin Vespers Trip
Travel to Decatur to hear the very popular Millikin 
Choir as they present their annual Vespers Concert. 
Vespers will most likely be Saturday, December 7th 
at their 2:00 p.m. concert, but the date has not been 
announced yet. Price will be $13 for the concert. 
Please contact Cindy Engstrom at 217.691.0471 by 
October 30 if you are interested. 

New Disciples Classes 
Sunday Nights, October 6 - November 3
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

The 12, and many others, who followed Jesus are 
called his disciples. Unlike students who just learn 
from their teacher, the disciples actively imitated 
both the life and teaching of Jesus. 

Here at St. John’s, we call each other disciples as 
we live out our faith following Jesus’ commands 
and teachings. Twice a year we offer New Disciple 
classes as a way for people interested in joining our 
congregation to get to know not only St. John’s, but 
also what it means to be in community, a Christian, 
a Lutheran, a Disciple, and gifted to serve.

Dinner and child care are provided. If you are 
interested in joining us for these classes, please fill 
out a brief form located on www.stjohns-springfield.
org or pick up a paper copy near the reception desk 
in the Parish Life Center Lobby. Please sign up for 
the class by Wednesday, October 2.

Contact Pastor Adam at pconnolly@stjohns-
springfield.org or 217.793.3933 if you have any 
questions.

New Adult Forum
Beginning Sunday, September 15, Pastor Greg 
will lead a new 8-week adult forum titled “How 
Lutherans Interpret the Bible.” The class will be held 
from 9:20-10:15 a.m. in the Adult Meeting Room 
(AMR). Each class begins with a video featuring Dr. 
Mark Allan Powell, a Lutheran pastor, professor, and 
New Testament scholar. Pastor Greg will follow each 
video with an engaging and sometimes challenging 
discussion. Sessions include:

September 15 – The Bible is the Word of God
September 22 – What Lutherans Say about the Bible
September 29 – Where the Bible Comes From
October 6 – Interpreting the Bible in Context: Part I
October 13 – Interpreting the Bible in Context: Part II
October 20 – Determining Right from Wrong
October 27 – The Many Meanings of the Bible
November 3 – Devotional Bible

This class will explore in-depth questions we all 
have about how to read, understand, and interpret 
the Bible. Come and grow in your discipleship to 
Christ as we explore God’s Word together!
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Short Term Small Groups this fall!
September 29 - November 9, weekly

This fall’s Connect theme is “Together in Christ.” 

We all struggle and we all worry about our imperfections. 
We all suffer and we all rejoice. But we do all of this together 
with Christ. How have you gotten through times like these? 
Did you look for God? Did you find comfort and support 
through faith-filled relationships? Join a huddle this fall for 
a 6-week short-term small group experience that will build 
your faith, together with other disciples. Watch a short video 
(produced by St. John’s), and spend an hour connecting 

and growing with your group.

Huddles will meet once a week, at various times and days 
of the week, at church, in homes, and at local coffee shops. 
Captains and meeting times will be announced in early 
September. If you have any questions at all, please contact 

Alicia Huntley at ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org.

Sign up online at www.stjohns-springfield.org or at church 
between September 14 - September 22

Connect Celebration: Saturday, November 9

Alicia Huntley

Director of Connect Ministires
ahuntley@stjohns-springfield.org
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situations we never think line up with 
our given Spiritual Gifts. That’s what 
happened to me when approached 
by Pastor Pam to be a part of a new 
ministry, the Encouragers Ministry 
Team.  Shirley Stoldt and I have teamed 
up to visit those from our congregation 
who are in rehab or in a longer care 
facility once a month. During a couple 
of visits, I have been extremely moved. 
The first visit was with Irene Nordstrom. 
The week prior to our visit, Bette Wells, 
from our team, had sent her a card 
with a dog on the front. Irene showed 
Shirley and me this card and went on 
to say how much it meant to her. Her 
husband, Sheldon, and her had a dog 
for years that looked just like the one 
on the card. It brought back such fond 
memories to Irene. What’s the chance 
of that happening? I immediately 
texted Bette to share this experience 
with her.

Another visit was with Betty Lunik, 
who had been a long-time member of 
our Tuesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study. We dropped by Concordia for a 
visit.  At first she didn’t seem to even 
hear or see us.  But when I touched her 
on the shoulder and told her I knew she 
had two pretty wonderful grandsons, 
Jacob and Noah, right then she had the 
biggest smile on her face. I asked her 
to say hi to her daughter, Lori, for 
me and again she smiled.

All the people we 
visited have been so 
grateful that we have 
stopped by. This has 
proven to be a time 
I really look forward to. 
I have met disciples I hadn’t known 
previously and shared some great 
experiences with the rest of our team.

Sharon Cassens

Encouragers Ministry Team
sharoncassens@gmail.com 

 “Caring for aging parents can be a 
tremendously rewarding experience, 
providing an opportunity to give back to 
the people who have done so much for 
me,” Kristi Olson-Sitki shares.  She is part 
of St. John’s Faith Community Nurses 
Ministry Team.  She and Greg Huntley will 
be leading this class on care giving.  Kristi 
continues, “A challenge I have faced in this 
journey is caring from a distance and not 

Caring For Aging Parents
Wednesday evenings in September

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Adult Meeting Room
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being able to be physically present on a 
regular basis.  I rely on siblings and other 
family members to keep me informed 
about issues that come up with parents as 
they age.  To deal with the feelings of guilt, 
I call Mom often and offer words of support 
and encouragement to my siblings who live 
close by.”

Join Kristi and Greg and other adult 
children in conversation about the joys and 
difficulties of caring for aging parents.  As 
we use video presentations as well as our 
own stories, this class will be helpful for 
those actively serving as caregivers as well 
as those who see caregiving in their future. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed to assist with 
driving and delivering Meals on Wheels 
during the month of October. Please 
contact Janet Moulton at 217.971.9535 to 
sign up!

Alzheimer’s 
Caregiver 
Support Group

Third Monday Each Month
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Adult Meeting Room

Blood Drive October 25 
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Central Community Blood Center
1999 Wabash Ave.

Blood Pressure 
Screening

First Weekend Each Month
Saturday, 4:30-5:00 p.m.  
Sunday, 9:00-10:30 a.m. 

ParlorPlease bring your blood pressure card 
if you have one, and if you would like 
to have your home blood pressure 
equipment checked, bring that also.

Cancer Companions September 4
6:30 p.m.

ParlorThis is the last session. Stay tuned for 
information about the next session.

Healing Service September 15
3:00 p.m.

This healing service will provide an opportunity 
to pray for healing in all things. All are welcome to 
receive God’s gift of healing love and reconciling 
peace as we worship and pray together.

Care 
Connections

Wednesday Evenings in October
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Adult Meeting Room

The Faith Community Nurses will offer a series of Care 
Connection presentations on health related topics.

Flu Vaccine 
Clinic

September 21, 4:30 - 5:00 p.m. 
Parlor

September 22, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
PLC LobbyPlease bring your insurance card, 

Medicare or Medicaid card, and wear 
short sleeves. 
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A couple weeks ago, 
the Adult Meeting Room was 
transformed once again. 
The tables were pushed all 
around the room and the 
supplies were brought in. 
When everything was all set, 
we opened our doors and 
welcomed the community 
to pick out the school 
supplies they needed to 
start off school with a full 
backpack. Students from 
kindergarten all the way 
through college were sent 
off with God’s blessing and 
the tools they needed for a 
successful year. Many, many 
thanks to all who donated 
either supplies or money for 
this important ministry. 

As part of our connection with Dubois 
Elementary, the St. John’s staff 
brought breakfast for the teachers 
and administrators for their inservice 
day, partially to thank the teachers 
for all they do, but also to continue 
building the relationship we have 
with our neighborhood school. As the 
teachers were going through the line, 
many comments were made thanking 
us not only for the food, but also for 
the many ways in which we help at 
Dubois and help provide for their 
students, our neighbors, throughout 
the year. 

These two stories are a small part 
of the countless stories of St. John’s 
disciples, taking Jesus’ command to 
love one another and to care for all 
of God’s children. Week after week, 
St. John’s disciples come together 
and are active in our community one 
way or another. Our disciples help 
at the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry, 
ensuring that our sisters and brothers 
in Springfield have enough food 
for their tables. Disciples help out 
with Caregiver Interfaith Volunteer 
Services, helping people maintain 
their independence by providing a 
wide variety of services. The list could 
go on and on, as disciples volunteer 
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Pastor Adam Connolly

Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org

at a wide variety of places in our 
community.

As Christians, we are called to go 
into our community to share God’s 
radical love with all. At the end of 
almost every worship service, we end 
with the words “Go in peace, serve 
the Lord.” When we work with and 
for God’s creation, when we become 
the hands and feet of Christ in the 
world, we are living out this calling. 
We come to worship to get filled by 
God’s Word and Sacraments. We are 
sent out into the world to take God’s 
message of redeeming grace and 

love to a world that so desperately 
needs to hear it. This fall, I invite you 
to see where God is calling you to 
go into the community together and 
serve God’s people.

17  



"For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am 
I  among them."

Matthew 18:20

Mission Trip Recap
For the past 12 years, St. John’s disciples have 
traveled into the mission field of Marion, Virginia, 
helping our sisters and brothers with home 
repair projects through Project Crossroads. This 
year was no different. The 20 disciples who 
went on this year’s trip had a great time getting 
to know one another better, playing all kinds of 
games, basking in the beauty of Hungry Mother 
State Park, spending time with God through 
devotions, and of course, enjoying all kinds of 
great food cooked by Rose Moser.

This year, the projects we were tasked with 
doing included: 
• Roofing a home and working on building a 

new porch
• Finishing and staining porches that had 

already been started by other groups
• Working on landscaping, as well as 

demolishing and rebuilding a deck/porch

Next year, we will once again continue building 
our relationships with the community of Marion 
and Project Crossroads. Make sure you mark 
June 21-27, 2020 on your calendars for next 
year’s mission trip. 

I start most days by listing several 
things that I’m grateful for. Thanks to 
you guys, I now have a few more to 
add to my list. A person’s surroundings 
have a huge impact on their mental 
and physical health. I’m so thankful 
that mine have been improved upon. 
I am also very grateful that there are 
people like y'all in the world that are 
so kind and generous enough to help 
those who are in situations where 
they can't help themselves. I can’t say 
thank you enough. Not just for the 
work that has been done to my home, 
but just for being the people that you 
are. Keep spreading your love, you 
never know whose life and heart you 
may touch. I know you’ve been an 

inspiration in mine. 

From the bottom of my heart, thank 
you!

John and Drema

“

”
18September/October 2019



Our 29th school year is about to 
begin! We will welcome children 
and their families with a meal 
and a meet-your-teacher open 
house on Thursday Sept. 5 from 
5:30-7:00 p.m. School will start 
Monday September 9. Each 
year at preschool children and 
teachers are together in grace 
through daily prayers, weekly 
Bible lessons, and monthly chapel 
times. Children learn about God’s 
great love for them through 
stories, songs, and the love of 
their teachers. Families have 
the opportunity to participate 
in monthly service projects, 
benefiting various local charities. 
Parents are encouraged to attend 
chapel times with their children. 
In December, our preschoolers 
will present a nativity play as a gift 
to their parents. 

Openings are still available if you 
know a family looking for a high-
quality Christian preschool. We 
also welcome volunteers to come 
spend time with the children on a 
weekly or monthly basis.

It is time for our annual participation in the LWR ingathering. 
During the month of September and October, we will be 
collecting Personal Care Kits that will be distributed to people 
who have lost their homes in this country and around the 
world. While families are forced to live in shelters or refugee 
camps, these kits will give them the dignity of having their 
own personal toiletries. The following items are needed for 
each kit:
 
• One light weight bath towel, dark colors preferred
• Two or three bath size bars of soap in their original 

wrapping
• One adult size toothbrush in its original packaging (do 

not purchase multi-packs)
• One sturdy comb
• One metal nail clipper

You may provide individual items or complete kits! We will 
collect supplies for the Care Kits from October 5 - 20 near 
both Welcome Centers. Thank you in advance!

On Wednesday, October 30, our parking lot will be 
transformed into a kid’s Halloween paradise! Families deck-
out their trunks in all kinds of themes, including Dr. Seuss, 
rock-n-roll, barnyard, and even Christmas! We will pass out 
all kinds of treats, including allergy-safe options. This is a 
fun and safe trick-or-treating event for families to celebrate 
together. Homemade chili and hot dogs will be served for 
dinner at our picnic tables under the tent. 

Lots of hands are needed to make Trunk or Treat a success. 
Watch for sign-ups on the Children and Family Bulletin Board 
(near the PLC Bathrooms) to host a trunk or help volunteer 
starting in early October. If you have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Adam at pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org 
or Sarah Hembrook at shembrook@stjohns-springfield.org

Preschool

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering

Trunk or Treat
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Pastor Greg Busboom

Lead Pastor
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org
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t. John’s disciples Sharon 

Cassens and Jennifer Read 
rarely see one another on 
Sunday mornings. Sharon and 
her husband, Bruce, are active 
disciples at our 10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship Service 
in the Parish Life Center. Jennifer 
and her husband, Andy, together 
with their two sons Jake and 
Luke, are active disciples at our 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Service in the Sanctuary. When 
they have the chance, they enjoy 
worshiping at the “other” end of 
the building, but have each found 
their worship “home” in the PLC 
and Sanctuary, respectively.

Despite their different worship 
locations, Sharon and Jennifer 
are fully committed to the 
ONE mission of St. John’s to be 
and make disciples of Christ, 
in response to God’s grace.  
Together, they are currently living 
out their commitment to our 
church’s ONE mission through 
their leadership on our St. John’s 
Campus Planning Task Force 
as we assess and plan for our 
facility needs for the years to 
come. Together with the other 

“The Lord replied, ‘If you had faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it 
would obey you.’”

members of the Task Force (Mark 
Books, Ray Boosinger, Pastor 
Busboom, Chris Groth, and Matt 
Mueller), Sharon and Jennifer are 
excited about the possibilities 
for bringing the two ends of the 
facility closer together through 
a unified entrance and a shared 
gathering space. 

Jennifer brings much space 
planning experience to the Task 
Force’s work through her career 
as an interior designer. In her day 
job, Jennifer works as a Project 
Manager with Resource One in 
downtown Springfield. Sharon, 
on the other hand, brings to the 
Task Force her vision for the 
future of St. John’s. As a retired 
teacher who spent her career 
investing in young people, Sharon 
is passionate about involving 
young people in the life of the 
congregation and finding ways to 
keep them connected. Together, 
Sharon and Jennifer, alongside 
the other members of the Task 
Force, are excited about where 
God is leading us and how we 
continue to grow in our ONE 
mission. Thank you, Sharon and 
Jennifer for your leadership!

Sharon Cassens
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“The Lord replied, ‘If you had faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it 
would obey you.’”

Luke 17:6

General Operating Fund
As of July 31, 2019

Income:  $   576,274
Expenses:  $   582,003
Ahead/(Behind): $    0(5,729)

BE BOLD Campaign Update

Total Pledged through May 31, 2020:
$ 1,611,839

Total Given through July 31, 2019:
$ 1,387,180

Remaining Balance on Existing Mortgage: 
$ 894,176

Sharon Cassens Jennifer Read
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On REALM you will be able to:
• Access an online directory of our St. John’s 

disciples.
• Manage and update your own contact 

information.
• Access your up-to-date giving records.
• Give to St. John’s and change your giving 

when needed.
• Communicate with other disciples in your 

groups and ministry teams via group posts 
and e-mails.

• Receive important information about 
the various ministries with which you are 
involved.

• Sign up for new ministries.
• Share documents, such as meeting 

agendas, minutes, church policies, etc. 
with other members of your group.

How do you get connected to REALM? It’s 
simple! Just follow the steps below.

Coming to St. John’s on Rally Weekend
September 7-8

Step One: A few days before Rally Day, you 
will receive an email from St. John’s with the 
subject line: “St. John’s Lutheran Church: 
Join our online community!”
Step Two: Open the email and click on the 
link to create an account.
Step Three: Clicking the link will open a 
registration box where you are asked to 
create and confirm a password. You will 
click to prove that you are not a robot and 
then click the button that says “Registration” 
down at the bottom. After clicking the 
Registration button, you will see a screen 
that tells you to check your e-mail.

Step Four: You will receive an email from 
St. John’s with the subject line: “St. John’s 
Lutheran Church: Email Verification.”
Step Five: When you open the email there 
will be a link to click to verify your email and 
complete your registration. Clicking the link 
will open up a sign-in box. You are now all 
set and ready to go!

Is it secure? YES! Our St. John’s REALM 
Community is not open and accessible to the 
public. It is by invitation only, meaning that only 
disciples from our St. John’s Community will 
have access to REALM. Invites will be extended 
from the church to all active disciples. And, you 
control who sees your information! For example, 
if you only want the church staff to have access 
to your address and phone number instead 
of the whole congregation, you can manage 
your settings to indicate that preference. Other 
congregation members only see what you want 
them to see.

Come to our Rally Day Weekend Celebration 
September 7-8 to learn more! Staff members 
will be available in the Adult Meeting Room 
(AMR) throughout the weekend to assist with 
your sign-in and to answer any questions you 
may have. REALM is an amazing tool that will 
help us in the living out of our mission to be and 
make disciples of Christ. Join REALM and help 
us to more effectively be and make disciples of 
Christ together!

What is REALM? REALM stands for “Real Ministry” and is our new online 
church management software and mobile app allowing us to connect 

to St. John’s anytime, anywhere.

The results 
are in!
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On July 24, David Kuhlman and Susan Maish from 
JNKA Architects met with the St. John’s Campus 
Planning Task Force to present their reports from 
the congregation surveys and interviews that were 
conducted earlier this summer. In addition, they 
presented a number of initial conceptual designs as 
they begin the work of developing a master plan for 
our campus, including the development of a Phase 
One Project to be completed with our monies from 
our ongoing three-year Be Bold Campaign. Copies 
of the complete reports are available for download 
at www.stjohns-springfield.org and in print from 
the church office.

The interviews and surveys helped to define the 
following program goals:
1. Provide a Unified Covered Entrance and 

Gathering Space for Sunday Services. Provide 
a clear welcome desk and message wall with 
worship times, mission opportunities, and 
special events. Provide a cozy atmosphere that 
encourages individuals to stay.

2. Improve Hospitality and wayfinding. Improve 
the architecture and the interior signage so it 
is clear where the preschool, Sunday School, 
Contemporary Worship, etc. is from the entry 
point.  Provide a new electronic exterior sign.

3. Increase Security by providing one unlocked 
entrance.

4. Create a consolidated office area to foster 
collaboration between the St. John’s team. 
Provide a control point for the consolidated 
office space. Provide meeting spaces, in 
particular numerous small 2-5 person group 
meeting areas.

5. Increase campus parking.

Other goals which were identified were the 
relocation of the choir practice room and the 
creation of a dedicated contemporary worship 
facility . . . In addition to the building goals above, 
it is clear from the surveys that the congregation 
is looking for a plan that fits with the budget and 
has the support of a large percentage of the 
Congregation. The plan should look to utilize those 
spaces that are currently underutilized. The plan 

Campus Planning Task Force Update
The results 

are in!
should be community focused, thinking about 
new ideas such as adding a fitness facility for the 
preschool parents or providing an adult daycare 
facility.

Finally, it is clear that the congregation is very 
aware of the divide between the traditional and 
contemporary worship services and that providing 
a central welcoming space that brings these two 
communities together is the number one priority.

So, what happens next? The Campus Planning 
Task Force continues to meet regularly with 
JNKA Architects as they work together toward the 
design of a Campus Master Plan. In September, 
the Task Force and Architect will work closely with 
a professional Contractor on cost estimating each 
phase of the proposed Campus Plan. In October, 
the cost estimates will be finalized and final Master 
Plan Presentation Drawings will be developed. 
Then, on Sunday, November 10 the architects will 
be on-site for a Congregational Town Hall Meeting 
at 12:00 noon (lunch provided) to unveil the 
Campus Master Plan, including the identification 
of a Phase One Project to be completed using 
our current Be Bold Capital Campaign funds. On 
Sunday, November 24, the congregation will again 
gather for our Annual Congregational Meeting at 
which time the congregation will decide together 
how to proceed.

The Campus Planning Task Force looks forward 
to sharing their work with you over the coming 
months as we continue to discern how God is 
leading and guiding us forward to improve our 
campus facilities so that we might more effectively 
live out our congregation’s mission to be and make 
disciples of Christ, in response to God’s grace. In 
the meantime, if there are any questions, please 
do not hesitate to visit with any members of the 
Task Force. 

Task Force Members

Mark Books 
Ray Boosinger

Sharon Cassens 

Matt Mueller
Jennifer Read

Pastor Busboom
Chris Groth, Chair
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2477 W. Washington St. 
Springfield, IL 62702

www.stjohns-springfield.org
217.793.3933
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