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Our teachers go above 
God’s calling for them 

to love your children-
they share the Good 

News with them each 
weekend!

The Youth Gathering is 
an event occurring every 

three years traveling 
to different cities in 

America. Over 30,000 
youth accompanied by 

their chaperones gather 
in one city to worship, 

learn, serve, and grow 
closer together as a 

family. 
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3  

The Youth Gathering is 
an event occurring every 

three years traveling 
to different cities in 

America. Over 30,000 
youth accompanied by 

their chaperones gather 
in one city to worship, 

learn, serve, and grow 
closer together as a 

family. 

The doors would open 
Friday morning, July 20, 

at 5:30 a.m., but people 
started lining up hours 

before.  Many of them 
camped out overnight, 

wanting to make sure 
they got in.

Although the Malagasy 
Lutheran Church does 

not ordain women, 
Toromare has been 

elected to serve as 
one of five members of 

the Foibe, the highest 
governing body of the 

Malagasy Lutheran 
Church. Toromare 

will be in our synod 
September 15-24. 

p. 26 p. 31
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the Baptist draws two of 
his disciples’ attention 
toward Jesus. Seeing 
Jesus walk by, John the 
Baptist exclaims, “Look, 
here is the Lamb of God!”

Intrigued, the two disciples follow after 
Jesus. Jesus sees them following and 
asks them, “What are you looking for?” 
The disciples respond with a seemingly 
mundane question, “Where are you 
staying?” Jesus answers, “Come and see,” 
inviting these two disciples into a life-
changing relationship with him. 

Come and see.

The next day Jesus finds Philip. “Follow 
me,” invites Jesus. Philip follows. 

Philip then finds Nathanael and exclaims 
to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” Nathanael doubts, asking, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip responds, “Come and see,” inviting 
Nathanael into a life-changing relationship 
with Jesus.

Come and see.

These three words form our fall theme 

“come     and          

When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ 
They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘Where are you staying?’ He 
said to them...

John 1:38-39

JOHN
see”
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here at St. John’s as we 
invite one another and 
as we invite others in 
our neighborhood and 
community to come and 
see Jesus in and through 
our many ministries.

Come and see Jesus as 
we grow in DISCIPLESHIP 
through our new Connect 
ministry, through 
our Sunday School, 
Confirmation, and Faith 
Stepping Stones ministries, 
through our growing youth 
ministry, and through 
our many fellowship 
opportunities.

Come and see Jesus as we 
WORSHIP, weekly being 
gathered by God’s Spirit 
to be nourished by God’s 
Word, fed and forgiven at 
God’s Table, and then sent 
into God’s world to witness.

Come and see Jesus 
as we GIVE, generously 
sharing our time, talents, 

treasure, and relationships 
in mission and ministry for 
the sake of the world.

Come and see Jesus as 
we CARE for one another 
through our Stephen 
Ministry, through our 
Parish Nurse Ministry, 
and through our various 
support groups.

Come and see Jesus as 
we SERVE those beyond 
our walls, assembling 
school kits for Lutheran 
World Relief, helping 
incarcerated parents read 
books to their children 
through LSSI’s Storybook 
Project, and gathering food 
to share with the Grace 
Food Pantry.

Come and see.

Many years ago now, I 
remember driving past 
a church with a sign out 
front that read, “Come to 
worship this Sunday and 

see our wonderful new 
pastor!” What a misguided 
invitation! Our mission as 
Christ’s church is not to 
invite others to see our 
wonderful pastors or to see 
our impressive buildings 
or to see our dynamic 
programming or to see 
our exceptional music 
ministries. Our mission as 
Christ’s church is simply to 
invite others to come and 
see Jesus! 

So . . . come and see. Come 
and see Jesus here at St. 
John’s this fall. Then, invite 
others to come and see 
Jesus here as well. The 
invitation is ours, first to 
receive, then to give. Jesus 
promises to do all the rest. 

Won’t you come and see 
Jesus?“come     and          
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“
am frequently 
asked a variety 
of the following 
questions. “Why 
worship?” “Why do 
we need to go to 

church?” “Why do I need church to 
worship?” “I already know I’m forgiven. 
Isn’t that good enough?” “Sunday is 
my only day to sleep in. Why should 
I get out of bed to hear the same 
good news Sunday after Sunday?” 

While I could answer each of these 
questions with a lengthy Biblical, 
theological, and pastoral argument 
for the endless need and value of 
weekly Christian worship with the 
community of faith gathered around 
Word and Sacrament, the best answer 
to these questions is an invitation, 
not an argument. Come and see! 

Come and see how God gathers the 
Christian community week after week 
in worship! Gathering for weekly 
worship is not so much our doing 
as it is the work of the Holy Spirit in 
and through us, gathering us out of 
the stress and mess of our daily lives 
and gathering us into the healing, 
forgiving, and life-transforming 
presence of the Triune God. Why 
worship? Come and see how God 
gathers and forms us anew week after 
week into the community of Christ!

Come and see how God speaks to us 

I

Why 
Worship?

WORSHIP

Pastor greg busboom
Lead Pastor
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org
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JUST LIKE WE CAN’T EAT SIMPLY ONE MEAL IN LIFE AND 

THEN CALL IT GOOD FOR A LIFE-TIME, SO TOO BEING FED 

AT GOD’S TABLE IS NOT A ONCE-AND-DONE OR EVEN AN 

EVERY-ONCE-IN-A-WHILE NEED FOR US. IT IS SOMETHING 

WE NEED REGULARLY, WEEKLY, AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE!“ ”

through God’s Word! We believe that 
the Bible is not a dead, historical book 
only about what God did in the past, 
but rather the living, breathing, life-
changing Word of God through which 
God speaks to us today! When we listen 
to the scriptures read in worship, when 
we hear the sermon proclaimed, when 
we join our voices in song, these are not 
simply our words. These are God’s words. 
In worship, the Triune God meets us 

through the read and proclaimed Word 
of God, nourishing and strengthening 
our faith for the challenges of today! 
Why worship? Come and see how 
God speaks to us through God’s Word!

Come and see how God feeds and 
forgives us through God’s Meal! Just 
like we can’t eat simply one meal in life 
and then call it good for a life-time, so 
too being fed at God’s table is not a 
once-and-done or even an every-once-

in-a-while need for us. It is something 
we need regularly, weekly, as often as 
possible! In, under, and with the bread 
and wine of Holy Communion, the 
crucified and risen Christ shows up over 
and over and over again, forgiving us, 
healing us, feeding us, strengthening us. 
This meal is more than a visible reminder! 
It is Christ at work in us through the 
power of the Spirit! Why worship? Come 
and see how Christ frees and forgives 

us through our sharing in God’s Meal!

Come and see how God sends us in 
mission into the world! Having been 
gathered by God’s Holy Spirit, having 
been taught and nurtured by God’s 
Word, having been freed and forgiven 
through God’s Meal, God then sends 
us out into the world from worship into 
witness! God gathers us for worship 
week after week so that God can then 
send us forth into the world to bear 

witness through both our words and 
our actions to the grace we have first 
received. God touches us in worship for 
us, yes! God also touches us in worship 
for the life of the world! The world needs 
our worship! The world needs your 
worship! Why worship? Come and see 
how God sends us from worship into the 
world to bear witness to the living Christ!

The answer to the question, “Why 

worship?,” is not so much an argument 
as much as it is an invitation. God’s 
power in worship cannot be so well 
explained as it needs to be experienced. 
To truly understand why weekly worship 
is so central to the Christian faith, 
one has to be willing to stand under 
worship and let God do for us what 
only God can – gathering us, healing us, 
strengthening us, forgiving us, feeding 
us, forming us, sending us, empowering 
us. Why worship? Come and see!
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W O R S H I P 
S C H E D U L E
SeptemberSeptember

8/9  RALLY WEEKEND
Come and see how Jesus OPENS us up! (Mark 7:24-37)
Three celebration worship services at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and at 
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday to kick-off all of our fall ministries! 
Presentation of Bibles to our 3rd Graders and a Blessing of our Children 
and Family Ministries will take place at our combined 10:30 a.m. worship in the Parish Life 
Center (PLC)! Other weekend festivities include a Ministry Fair, All-Church Meal, Magic Show, and Sunday School 
Registration!

15/16
Come and see how Jesus calls us to FOLLOW! (Mark 8:27-38)
Special guest Toromare, a leader in our Lutheran companion synod from Madagascar, will be present with us at all four 
weekend worship services, sharing a special children’s message, and leading the Adult Forum! Come and learn about our 
Lutheran sisters and brothers on this African island nation!

22/23
Come and see how Jesus calls us to SERVE! (Mark 9:30-37)

29/30
Come and see what it means to LIVE in the SPIRIT! (Mark 9:38-50)
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W O R S H I P 
S C H E D U L E

NovemberNovember

OctoberOctober
6/7

Come and see how Jesus invites us to CARE for our RELATIONSHIPS!
 (Mark 10:2-16)

 Fall Stewardship Campaign Kick-Off 13/14 
Come and see how Jesus calls us to GIVE UP our possessions! (Mark 10:17-31)

Our fall stewardship campaign—“Come and See what ONE Can Do”—kicks-off this weekend! An all-congregation brunch will be 
shared on Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Parish Life Center (PLC).

20/21
Come and see how Jesus SERVES US on the CROSS! (Mark 10:35-45)

Reformation and Confirmation Weekend 27/28
Come and see how Jesus calls us to CONTINUE in GOD’S WORD! (John 8:31-36)

All four weekend worship services will celebrate the 501st anniversary of the Reformation. At our 10:30 worship service, we will 
also celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism through the Rite of Confirmation with 12 of our 9th graders!

All Saints Weekend  3/4 
Come and See Jesus in Our GRIEF and PAIN! (John 11:32-44)

A Special Remembrance of the Saints who have died in the past year, accompanied 
by the lighting of candles, will be included in all worship services. Families of loved 

ones who have died during the past year are especially invited to be present with us.

Commitment Weekend 10/11
Come and see how we are called to GIVE our ALL to Jesus! (Mark 12:38-44)

Disciples are invited to bring their completed 2019 Pledge Cards and Time, Talent, 
and Touch Forms with them to worship this weekend as we present them to God in 

response to all that God has first given us.

LSSI Weekend  17/18
Come and see how Jesus remains FAITHFUL to us! (Mark 13:1-8)

We welcome to our worship services this weekend Pastor David Novak, Vice-President for Advancement for Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Illinois (LSSI), and Molly Arnoldt, LSSI’s Director of Development, as they share with us about the work and ministry of the 

largest provider of social services in our state. They will also lead a special Adult Forum at 9:15 a.m. in the (AMR).

Thanksgiving Eve 21
Combined Worship Service at Peace Lutheran Church, 2800 W Jefferson St, Springfield

The three ELCA congregations in Springfield join together for our annual Thanksgiving Eve Worship featuring a combined choir 
and our very own Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship Adam Connolly as the featured preacher. Refreshments follow the service. 

Come let us give God thanks together!

Christ the King Weekend 24/25 
Come and see Jesus, the REAL KING! (John 18:33-37)

Celebrate the end of the church year as we confess Jesus as Lord and King of our lives, of the church, and of all creation!



10Fall 2018

MusicHere at St. John’s we offer several 
opportunities to share your God-given musical 

talents with other disciples during worship.  
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Members of the choir enrich the worship experience during 
sanctuary services from September through May. Music 
is selected based on the readings and the Gospel, as well 
as the message of the day.  Rehearsals are on Thursday 
evenings from 6:40 – 8:00 p.m. We also rehearse 30 minutes 
prior to services in which we sing. We sing at 8:00 a.m. 
worship on the first Sunday of the month and at 10:30 a.m. 
on the second, third and fifth Sundays of the month. We 
usually do not sing on the fourth Sunday of the month unless 
it is a special Sunday, such as Palm Sunday. The ability to 
read music is helpful but not required.  Because we rehearse 
music about four to six weeks in advance, it is not necessary 
to attend every rehearsal.  

Members of the Chancel Choir and other St. John’s disciples 
present two cantatas a year, a Christmas Cantata usually the 

second weekend of December and a Good Friday cantata.  
We rehearse for approximately 6 weeks for each of the 
cantatas.  

Members of the choir also participate in music outreach 
at Concordia Lutheran Village, frequently singing during 
worship when one of our pastors leads worship there on 
Tuesdays at 1:30 pm.  This is an opportunity for us not only 
to share music, but also to be in relationship with residents 
there.  It is a very meaningful experience as we lift our voices 
together in song.  

For information about Chancel Choir and other singing 
opportunities in the sanctuary, contact Sue Hamilton: 
793.3933 x212, shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org.

Carlo van Ulft, our organist and Bell Choir director, would like your input about starting a children’s hand bell choir this fall.  
Rehearsals would begin in October on Wednesday evenings, lasting up to one hour.  Children in grades 4 through 6 would 
be invited to participate.  The ability to read music is preferred.  To learn more about this music venture, please contact Carlo 
at carlo@venlocorp.com.  

The Bells of Glory (BOG) is an enthusiastic group of adult 
hand bell players who enhance the sanctuary services with 
their music to the glory of our God. The BOG share music 
during worship on the third Sunday of the month, September 
through May. We also play during special services such as 
Christmas Eve and Easter. 

St. John’s has five octaves of Malmark hand bells and three 
octaves of hand chimes. Much of the selected music is 
geared towards a three-octave bell choir which requires 

about 12 dedicated players, plus substitutes. Players need to 
be able to read music, preferably in both the treble and bass 
clef. Playing technique will be addressed during rehearsals, 
which are held Thursday evenings from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
between late August and May. Every player is responsible 
for four or five specific bells. We therefore require each 
member to commit for at least one season, Fall or Spring, 
and to attend most of the rehearsals and services. If there is 
interest, we may consider starting a second bell choir.  For 
more information, Carlo at carlo@venlocorp.com. 

Children's Music

Bells of Glory

Chancel Choir 

Sue HAmilton
Director of Choral Ministries
shamilton@stjohns-springfield.org
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this year, the three 
pastors, along 
with the small 
group leadership 
team, were trying 
to think of a way, 

as disciples at St. John’s, we could 
continue growing into our vision 
statement to “Grow in relationship 
with Christ, with one another, and 
with the community.” As we were 
looking, we couldn’t find the right 
answer with any of the pre-made 
programs and curriculum produced. 
You might call us crazy, but we 
decided to come up with something 
created right here at St. John’s. Over 
the summer months, we have been 
hard at work creating and designing 
this new ministry. This fall, we invite 
you to come and see how God is 
at work through this new ministry.

Connect will happen twice a year: 
once in the fall and once in the late 
winter/early spring. Groups of 8-10 
disciples will form a Huddle. Over 
six weeks, huddles will meet once 
per week for 1-1.5 hours. Working 
with the theme of “What are you 
looking for?” this fall we will be 
discussing how, as part of a Christian 
community, we find Belonging, 
Identity, Purpose, Community, 
Security, and Relationship. Along 
with watching a short video, starring 
your pastors and fellow disciples, 
there will be a time to discuss 

EARLIER

What are you 
looking for?

DISCIPLESHIP

Pastor Adam Connolly
Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org

Rally Weekend

2018

September 8-9
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Rally Weekend

2018

September 8-9

 Events
St. John’s Ministry Fair

Saturday  6-7 p.m.
Sunday  9:15-10:15 a.m. and 12-2 p.m.

Sunday School Registration (Parlor) 
A Don’t-Miss-Magic-Show (sanctuary)

Sunday, 9 a.m.

Combined Celebration Worship (PLC)
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.

All-Congregation Meal (Lawn)
Sunday, 12 p.m.

Children’s Games (Lawn)
Sunday, 12  p.m.

Music from the Good Companions (PLC)
Sunday, 12 -2 p.m.

Celebration Worship (Sanctuary)

Celebration Worship (Sanctuary)

Combined Celebration Worship (PLC)

Featuring the music of our St. John’s Praise 
Team and Chancel Choir - Presentation and 
Blessing of 3rd Grade Bible - Blessing of our 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry Leaders.

Worship
5 p.m.

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m. 
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biblical stories on how we find these 
things as part of a Christian community.

Starting on Rally Day, we will officially kick 
off Connect. There will be an opportunity 
for you to sign up for one of these groups. 
As you can see on the next page, we have 
huddles meeting all throughout the week, 
either here at church or in disciples’ homes. 

Huddles will start  the week of 
September 23-29 and go for six weeks, 
ending the week of October 28-November 
3. On the evening of Saturday, November 
3, everyone who participated in a Connect 
Huddle will be invited to a celebration 
event, location to be determined.

If you have any questions at all, please 
reach out to one of the pastors. We 
would be more than happy to answer 
any questions you have as we kick 
off this new and exciting ministry. 

The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned 
and saw them following, he said to them, 
‘What are you looking for?’” He said to 
them, ‘Come and see.’” John 1:37-39

Mark & Kathy Justison
Tuesday 7 p.m.
At their home in Chatham

Adam & Heather Reiss
Friday 7 p.m.
At Church

Mike & Christie Lazarides/Purdy
Thursday 6:30 p.m. 
At Church

Colin & Rachel Helton
Tuesday 6 p.m.
At Church

John & Liz Kelly
Wednesday 1:30 p.m.
At their home in Chatham

Chris Groth & Greg Huntley
Wednesday 6:45 a.m.
At Scoop Du Jour in Chatham

Mindy Daley 
& Tara Gruenenfelder
Wednesday 6:30pm
At Church

Paul & Bette Wells
Tuesday 7 p.m.
At their home in Springfield

Jim & Normajean Sanders
Monday 7 p.m.
At Church

Lauren & Cameron Hays
Wednesday 7:30 p.m. 
At their home in Jacksonville

Steve & Sue Umland
Sunday 9 a.m.
At Church

Mark & Jennifer Butler
Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
At Church

Kara & Ryan Davis
Monday 7 p.m.
At Church
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R e c o m m e n d e d 
R e a d i n g  f o r 

P a r e n t s 

Voice Lessons for Parents: What 
to Say, How to Say It, and When 
to Listen by Wendy Mogel, Ph.D. 
($15, amazon.com)

Intentional Parenting: 10 Ways 
To Be An Exceptional Parent 
In A Quick Fix World by Doug 
& Cathy Fields ($19, store.
thinkorange.com)

Parenting Your… Series by 
Kristen Ivy and Reggie Joiner 
-- One book for each year of 
your child’s life until they turn 
18! (Available for check-out at 
St. John’s)

Families will deck out their trunks 
in all kinds of themes, including Dr. 
Seuss, rock-n-roll, barnyard, and 
even Christmas! We will pass out all 
kinds of treats, including allergy-safe 
options. This is a fun and safe trick-or-
treating event for families to celebrate 
together. Homemade chili and hot 
dogs will be served for dinner at our 
picnic tables under the tent. Sign up 
to host a trunk or volunteer with our 
team starting in October!

trunk
or

treat
OUR  PARKING  LOT  WILL  BE  TRANSFORMED

ON  OCTOBER  24

  INTO  A  KID’S  HALLOWEEN  PARADISE

Christmas 
Program
Preschoolers through 6th graders can participate in this year’s Christmas 
Program starting in November! Auditions will be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
November 7 for speaking roles, solos, and duets. Children in 1st grade and 
up can have a speaking role or special singing role. All are invited to come 
see the program on Sunday, December 16 at 10:30 Worship.

Rehearsals:
Sundays during Sunday School Opening at 9:15 a.m. - Nov. 11- Dec. 9
Wednesdays at 6:00-6:45 p.m. - Nov. 14 & 28, Dec. 5 & 12.

Adam & Heather Reiss
Friday 7 p.m.
At Church

Colin & Rachel Helton
Tuesday 6 p.m.
At Church

John & Liz Kelly
Wednesday 1:30 p.m.
At their home in Chatham

Paul & Bette Wells
Tuesday 7 p.m.
At their home in Springfield

Steve & Sue Umland
Sunday 9 a.m.
At Church
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 CHILDREN

SAm Neahring
Director of Children and Family 
Ministries at St. John’s
sneahring@stjohns-springfield.org

T H I N K  of your favorite 
lesson from Sunday 
School as a child. Do you 
remember your teachers? 
Your classmates? The music 
you sang together? These 
memories can last a lifetime, 
and we want your family 
to be part of our lifetime 
memories here at St. John’s.

If your child can join us for 
Sunday School this year, ask 
him or her to write or draw 
a notecard for their teacher 
about their favorite part of 
last year, or what they are 
looking forward to this year. 
Our teachers go above God’s 
calling for them to love your 
children--they share the Good 
News with them each week-
end! Bring your notecards to 
our registration tables on Rally 
Day.

We are kicking off another 
great year that is sure to be 

full of lasting memories with 
teachers, friends, and a whole 
lot of Jesus. Music and Open-
ing begins Sunday, Septem-
ber 16 at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Parish Life Center, followed by 
our first official classes!

Last year, we launched our 
new Whirl! Sunday School cur-
riculum for Preschool through 
6th graders. We will continue 
with the Whirl! Curriculum for 
Preschool-4th grade, and our 
5th and 6th graders will be 
diving deeper into the Bible 
with specially selected curric-
ulum units that will allow them 
to discuss one important topic 
for several weeks. 

No matter how long you’ve 
been coming to St. John’s, 
your family is welcome to be 
part of all our ministries, and 
we hope you can join us for 
another awesome year of 
Sunday School!

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

KICK-OFF

R e g i s t r a t i o n
September 9, 
9:00-10:15 a.m.

WORD ON THE STREET
Preteens are getting their own space! Come check it out at 

our first day of Sunday School class on September 16.
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SHIPWRECKED  →  SMOOTH SAILING
At Shipwrecked VBS, 95 children came together for a week to learn all about 
our rescuer JESUS! We collected nearly 1,500 school supplies to donate to 
the Neighborhood Ministry’s Backpack Giveaway in August. Together with 
the congregation, we gave away THOUSANDS of supplies to families in our 
congregation and neighborhood! Seeing children get excited to support fellow 
students was such an encouraging ministry to witness. Our photos can show you 
even more of the ways children worked together during VBS!

3rd Grade 
Bible Class
& Blessing

3rd graders are invited, along with their parents, to join us 
for our 3rd Grade Bible Class! Starting on September 12, 
we will meet on Wednesdays this fall from 6:30-7:45 p.m. in 
Classrooms C & D. Jennifer Read will take families through 
each part of the Bible, learning about the importance of each 
book, the disciples who inspired these writings, and how the 
Bible affects our lives today. On Rally Day, all 3rd graders will 
receive a new NRSV Bible during 10:30 worship in the PLC 
to celebrate this milestone! Sign up for the class with Sam 
Neahring at sneahring@stjohns-springfield.org.

SCHOOL
KICK-OFF

7 Small Ways 
You Can Make 
a BIG Impact 
in Children’s 
Ministry

Assist a Sunday School 
class 1-2 times per 
month.

Make copies and sort 
materials for upcoming 
classes and programs.

Decorate for special 
events and programs.

Write birthday postcards 
for children in our 
church.

Help with registration 
at events that require 
check-in and check-out.

Take a trip to the 
grocery store for food 
items needed at large 
events.

Attend off-site events 
with preteens as an 
additional adult leader 
(think SkyZone, mini golf, 
etc.).

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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 YOUTH

days were Interactive Learning 
and Community Life where there 
was time set aside to play games 
with people from all over, listen 
to music and bible studies, and 
participate in or learn about 
organizations advocating to help 
people. For our Service Day we 
organized and packaged books 
to be sent to schools for kids 
who could not afford them and 
the extra books were also being 
donated to community libraries 
aimed to help the churches 
and schools recover after the 
hurricane. Each day about 15,000 
books were packaged. Finally, 
the last day was a mass worship 
service in the arena. 

All of the speakers throughout 

the trip were amazing but a 
few main points really stuck 
with me. One was from Pastor 
Nadia Bolz-Weber who spoke 
about how she was alienated 
and bullied as a child which 
led to substance abuse but 
then spoke about how amazing 
God’s Grace is and that ‘There’s 
Grace for that’ which became a 
quote frequently used amongst 
our group whenever someone 
would forget something or make 
a mistake. Another was when a 
speaker taught that each of us 
have a spark of God’s hope in us 
and made a wave of hope using 
the flashlights on our phones 
which lit up the entire stadium 
and showed just how much we 
can accomplish when we work 

name is Elizabeth Barkley and I was one of the 
youth who had the amazing opportunity to go to 
Houston this summer for the ELCA youth gathering. 
Not only did I get to go this year but I was also one of 
the few who were lucky enough to be going a second 
time because I went to Detroit three summers ago. 
Since I had already experienced a youth gathering 

I was extremely excited to fundraise and prepare for the trip. Even 
though it is an amazing trip and experience, I will admit that I was a bit 
uncertain going in because of the lack of youth close to my age. I did 
have an extremely close friend, Meghan, so we decided to go for it, 
have fun, and make new friends while learning more about Jesus and 
how to serve him in the world we live in today. 
 
The youth gathering is an event occurring every three years traveling 
to different cities in America. Every three years over 30,000 youth 
accompanied by their chaperones gather in one city to worship, learn, 
serve, and grow closer together as a family. The main theme for this 
year was “This Changes Everything” and this was broken down into 
individual daily themes--Day 1- God’s Call Changes Everything, Day 
2- God’s Love Changes Everything, Day 3- God’s Grace Changes 
Everything, Day 4- God’s Hope Changes Everything, and Day 5- Jesus 
Changes Everything. 

Each day, groups would get involved in different activities then 
each night everyone would gather in the arena for mass gathering 
involving inspirational speakers and music that had the power to 
move everyone in the room. One of the days was Synod Day where 
we gathered with everyone from our Synod, had our own service, and 
got a chance to meet people from our area through games. Two other 

This past June 26-July 2, 15 youth and 
4 adults from St. John’s joined over 
30,000 other Lutheran youth from 
across the country as they participated 
in the ELCA’s Triennial Youth Gathering 
in Houston, Texas. The Gathering’s 
theme was “This Changes Everything” 
based on Ephesians 2:8.  St. John’s 
disciple Elizabeth Barkley, a senior at 
Springfield High School, shares some 
of her experiences with us. St. John’s 
youth are already making plans for the 
next Gathering in Minneapolis in 2021!

MY

EVERY SUNDAY
9:15-10:15 a.m.

Begins 9/16 
Youth Room (downstairs)

This trip is perfect for anyone who 
needs a life-changing, eye-opening, 

and awe-inspiring experience.
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A highly energetic and interactive faith 
development ministry for 7th and 8th 
graders featuring skits, games, worship, 
relationship-building, Bible Study, service 
projects, and much, much more!

together to be God’s hands and feet. 
One more thing that I will mention is 
more of a general memory with our own 
group. Throughout this entire week I got 
to grow closer with each and every one 
of them whether it be through dancing 
and singing, walking from place to place, 
or our nightly talks over pizza. I learned 
that it is important to always go into 
something with an open mind and not 
feel reluctant about meeting new people. 

I will be a senior in high school this year 
which means I have been making big 
decisions involving college and future 
plans. This trip is perfect for anyone who 
needs a life-changing, eye-opening, and 
awe-inspiring experience. It teaches youth 
how to serve God in our daily lives, how 
to be a leader, how to spread God’s love 
and hope, and how to live and stand up 
for what we believe in. These lessons 
and memories will stick with me for the 
rest of my life because “This Changes 
Everything”. Thank you all for supporting 
the youth and chaperones and making 
this trip possible.

Is prayer important?
Is there a right way to pray?
Does prayer really change things?
Does prayer really change God?

EVERY SUNDAY
9:15-10:15 a.m.

Begins 9/16 
Youth Room (downstairs)

Led by Pastor Greg
Unlimited chocolate milk
and donuts provided.

C. u. @ t.b.d. this fall!

Head to 
the Heart 
Confirmation

t.b.d.
 a new Sunday morning experience 

for 9th-12th graders!

Wednesday, 9/5, 6 p.m. in the PLC.
Required for all incoming 7th and 8th 
grade students and their parents. Dinner 
Provided. 

Weekly 

Confirmation

Class

Beginning Wednesday, September 12
6:30-7:45 p.m. Classrooms A/B (Lower Level)
A light supper provided for all confirmation 
students and their families beginning at 
5:45 p.m. each week in the PLC Lobby.

Cookout 

and Orientation

 Meeting

For more information, contact Pastor 
Greg  at 217.793.3933 or 
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org.
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SIX HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH from St. John’s participated in Leadership Lab this past July 23-28 at 
Augustana College in Rock Island. Leadership Lab is an annual Lutheran youth leadership development program 
sponsored by the three ELCA synods in Illinois – our own Central/Southern Illinois Synod, the Metropolitan 
Chicago Synod, and the Northern Illinois Synod. Participating youth from St. John’s included Emma Busboom, 
Luke Busboom, Alex Remolina, David Schmitt, Colton Scott, and Adam Sevener. St. John’s disciple, Colton Scott, 
a senior at Rochester High School, shares some thoughts of this year’s experience at Lab.

“The best way to describe Leadership Lab would be to call it an experience. It is an event that lets you bond with 
other Christian youth and build important leadership skills. Every year you go, you are taught a new life skill you 
can take home. These skills vary from leading others, listening for God, and planning large group activities.

In between all the learning and bonding, they do know how to 
sneak in some fun. Twice a day every day, we go to Centennial 
Celebration. Celebration is best described as a church service 
made for you. Pastor Roy has a sermon that always follows the 
theme Bible verse and message for that year.

After a long week of work and play, Friday night we get to have 
some relaxing fun. They set up multiple activities from watching a 
movie to playing board games which can last until 11:00 at night.
At the end of Leadership Lab, we have a final celebration which 
is both a happy and sad experience. You get to go home, but you 
have to leave your friends, knowing that you have to wait until next 
year to see them. The drive home tends to be very quiet. After a 
very fun, sleep-deprived week, we tend to sleep on the way home 
after opening care cards our friends at Lab wrote for us.”

Encounter 

Returns!
 
It’s back! Encounter returns this fall! 
For all 9th-12th graders
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month
Coffee, smoothies, live music, and 
Bible study led by Pastor Greg!
6:00-8:00 p.m. in the PLC!

Come to Encounter this fall and
see how Jesus will change you!

Encounter Celebration Kick-Off Event
Come and see how Jesus OPENS us up! 
(Mark 7:24-37)

Come and see how Jesus calls us to SERVE! 
(Mark 9:30-37)

Come and see how Jesus calls us to GIVE UP our possessions! 
(Mark 10:17-31)

Come and see how Jesus us to CONTINUE in God’s Word! 
(John 8:31-36)

Come and see how Jesus calls us to RADICAL GENEROSITY! 
(Mark 12:38-44)

Come and see how Jesus calls us to new kind of KINGDOM!
(John 18:33-37)

9/9

9/23

10/14

10/28

11/11

11/25

L eadership Lab
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 ADULTS

New Disciples’ Classes
 
Sunday Nights, October 7 - November 4
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

The 12, and many others, who followed Jesus were 
called his disciples. Unlike students who just learn 
from their teacher, the disciples actively imitated 
both the life and teaching of Jesus. 

Here at St. John’s, we call each other disciples as 
we live out our faith following Jesus’ commands 
and teachings. Twice a year we offer New Disciples’ 
classes as a way for people interested in joining our 
congregation to get to know not only St. John’s, but 
also what it means to be in community, a Christian, 
a Lutheran, a Disciple, and gifted to serve.

Supper and Childcare are provided. If you are inter-
ested in joining us for these classes, please fill out a 
brief form located on our website, or pick up a pa-
per copy near the reception desk in the Parish Life 
Center Lobby. Contact Pastor Adam at 
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org or 793.3933
       if you have any questions.

10
7

The Book of Judges
Sunday Mornings during Discipleship Hour
Starting September 30

The book of Judges cracks a window into the depths of the human 
soul. Watch a nation struggle with its identity and relationship to its 
God. Heroes and heroines arise, who seem to have the potential to 
save Israel. But in the end, each proves to be a broken savior who 
cannot deliver.

Join the pastors as we travel through the book of Judges using a 
study written by pastor and author J.D. Greear. We will wade into the 
book of Judges to shine a light onto the muddy waters of human 
rebellion. The stories and truths within are not just archaic tales with 
no relevance for us today. Rather, through each chapter we will be 
unpacking the truth of God’s grace in the midst of human wicked-
ness, and shows how only the divine can redeem the fallen.

9
30

Friday, November 16
“Who Wacked Willy Wonka”

Sponsored by the Adult Fellowship Ministry Team. 
We will leave the St. John’s parking lot at 5:15 p.m. 
and will return around 10:30 p.m. $50 per person 
includes transportation. (Show may contain adult 
suggestive material).   Contact Carol Lange at 
553.4381 or Cindy Engstrom 636.7591 by Oct. 15.

11
16

Hill Prairie Winery 
Murder Mystery Dinner
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COMMUNITY 
CARE

Day Trip To Hannibal, MO 
Join with the Adult Ministries team at St. John’s as we visit Hannibal, Missouri’s two highest rated 
attractions, Rockcliffe Mansion, and Mark Twain’s “Huckleberry Finn” buildings. 

The Church bus leaves at 9 a.m. and in the morning visit the Huckleberry Finn Home, Becky 
Thatcher house, Mark Twain’s boyhood home, J. M. Clemens Justice of the Peace Office, the 
Museum Gallery and Interpretive Center or visit the quaint shops of Hannibal. The group will eat 
together at one of Hannibal’s top rated restaurants. Then, we will take a grand guided tour of 
the John J. Cruikshank Jr. Rockcliffe Mansion (13,500 sq. ft).  Decorated in the Art Nouveau style 
with original antique furnishings and gas/electric combination fixtures, the mansion is filled with 
rich mahogany, oak, and walnut appointments, L. C. Tiffany and Palladian windows and the finest 
interior decorations from America and Europe.

Don’t miss this opportunity to tour the renowned Rockcliffe mansion and Mark Twain’s 
Huckleberry Finn Village.  Transportation and cost of Rockcliffe Mansion tour included in price, 
only $16.  Reservations must be made before September 11. Contact Ron Engstrom or phone 
217.636.7591.

Millikin University Vespers 
Join us as we travel to Millikin University as they welcome the holiday season with the 60th 
annual Vespers celebration. For sixty years, Vespers (which means “evening prayers”) has sig-
naled the beginning of the holiday season with a sumptuous evening of carols, choirs and can-
dlelight. Over 350 musicians join together for this joyous musical feast presented annually on 
Millikin’s campus. Songs from past centuries combined with familiar carols and arrangements 
create an evening of seasonal warmth for the whole family.  Vespers is one of Millikin’s most 
popular events, and has become a beloved tradition on campus and within the community.
We will be attending the 2:00 p.m. Vespers with dinner to follow at a local Decatur restaurant. 
Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors and children and we will carpool from St. John’s. 
Please contact Cindy Engstrom at 217.691.0471 by October 28 to purchase your ticket. 

12
1

Dinner Night Out
On the third Tuesday of every month we gather at local restaurants to share in a meal. These meals are often accom-
panied by great conversations, laughs, and a time to connect as disciples. In order to make sure there is adequate 
space for all, please contact Becky Smith at 217.494.5523 the day before if you are planning to attend.

 9
18

10
16

11
20

Fire & Ale Chatham Cafe
Finley’s 

Tap House

10
11
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thought it was just 
the nice church 
ladies, but it was 
Jesus.  I thought 
it was only old Mr. 
Atkins, but it was 

Jesus.  I thought we were just having 
fun youth group activities, but it was 
Jesus.  My faith journey began as 
parents and pastor made sure I was 
baptized.  Oh, and Jesus was there 
too.  The journey continued as ladies 
who I thought had to be at least a 
hundred taught me stories and songs 
at Bible School at my grandparents’ 
church.  Oh, and Jesus was there too.  
Mr. Atkins modeled the patience and 
acceptance of Job for the boys in our 
seventh grade Sunday School class.

Hmm . . . Jesus must have been there 
too.  In my younger years, people in 
church gatherings showed me by 
words and actions that I am valued 
and precious, that there is always 
a place for me in the gathered 
community, and that I am loved.  Now, 
years later, I realize that all along it has 
been Jesus working through these 
wonderful human beings.  It was the 
gaze of Jesus himself that looked at 
little Pam at Bible School through the 
sweet expressions of the “old” ladies.  
It was Jesus himself inspiring and 
delighting me with Mr. Atkins’ version 
of Bible stories.  Jesus connected 
with me certainly in my baptism and 
for sure as he daily watched over me 

I

Caring Brings 
Connection

COMMUNITY 
CARE

1

20

Pastor Pam Mitcham
Pastor of Community Care
pmitcham@stjohns-springfield.org
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– and Jesus often used the care given 
to me by others to send me his love.

Our mission at St. John’s involves 
growing in relationships, and growing 
in relationships involves caring, and 
caring brings connection.  Jesus told 
a story about people being surprised 
to hear him say “For I was in need and 
you cared for me.”  (paraphrase of 
Matthew 25:35-36.)  “When on earth 
did we do that, Jesus?” they cried.  
“You cared for me,” Jesus explained, 
“when you cared for others.”

One of the ways our congregation 
cares for others is through our trained 
Stephen Ministers, who go to those in 
need and care for them.  As Stephen 
Ministers grow in relationship to those 
they are caring for, they connect 
even more deeply with God.  How 
does this happen?  Some of our 
Stephen Ministers describe it like this: 

“ T H E R E ’ S  S O M E T H I N G  S P E C I A L  A B O U T  K N O W I N G  T H AT  G O D  H A S 
P U T  Y O U  I N  A  C E R TA I N  P L A C E  AT  A  C E R TA I N  T I M E  T O  H E L P  A 

C E R TA I N  P E R S O N .   I T ’ S  L I K E  H E  I S  R I G H T  W I T H  Y O U  W H E N  Y O U 
A R E  TA L K I N G  T O G E T H E R . ”

“ G O D  I S  A  PA R T  O F  M Y  D A I LY  L I F E  M O R E  T H A N  E V E R . ”

“ W H E N  W E  TA L K  A B O U T  W H AT  G O D  M I G H T  B E  D O I N G  I N  O U R  C A R E 
R E C E I V E R ’ S  L I F E ,  A N D  W H E N  W E  P R AY ,  W E  E N D  U P  S H A R I N G  A 

V E R Y  P E R S O N A L  PA R T  O F  O U R S E LV E S  –  T H E  PA R T  O F  O U R  H E A R T 
T H AT  B E L I E V E S  A N D  K N O W S  A N D  L O V E S  J E S U S  –  A N D  T H AT  I S 

V E R Y  P O W E R F U L . ”

“ S I N C E  B E C O M I N G  A  S T E P H E N  M I N I S T E R ,  I ’ V E  E X P E R I E N C E D 
G O D ’ S  G R A C E  I N  W AY S  I  N E V E R  I M A G I N E D .   T O  T R U LY  L I S T E N 

W I T H  T H E  E A R S  O F  C H R I S T ,  T O  S E E  O T H E R S  T H R O U G H  H I S  E Y E S , 
T O  K N O W  H I S  H E A R T ,  T O  S E E  J E S U S  W O R K I N G  T H R O U G H  M E  T O 

T O U C H  T H E  L I F E  O F  S O M E O N E  E L S E  I S  A  W I N D O W  I N T O  H E AV E N . ”

Talking.  Listening.  Caring.  As 
we do these things for others, 
we do them for Christ, who is 
present in each word spoken 
and heard.  In each caring 
gesture we offer to others, Christ 
deepens his home in our hearts.

We are connected through care.  
We care through connecting.
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 Grief Support Group 
Thursdays, 9/6 –10/ 11
5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

 Blood Drive 
Thursday, 10/25
Thursday, 12/20

 Healing Service 
Sunday 11/11
3 p.m.

 Alzheimers’ Caregiver
Support Group 
3rd Mondays
9/17, 10/15, 9/19, 12/17
1 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S 
TO PARTNER 
WITH LSTC

Kristen Schmid Schurter
Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries
ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org

Currently a white collar sits in 
my dresser drawer, waiting 
for September 2. That is the 
day I begin nine months of 
Ministry in Context (MIC) at St. 
John’s, spending seven hours 
a week learning about how to 
be a pastor. I am halfway done 
with my seminary studies 
at the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago, and plan 
to finish in December 2020. I 

am excited and nervous 
to start leading worship, 
preaching and teaching. I 
will also be doing a ministry 
project. The foundation 
of all this, and the part 
I am especially looking 
forward to, is listening and 
learning, particularly from 
lay people, about what 
makes an effective pastor. 
In addition to supervision 
and guidance from Pastor 
Pam, I will meet periodically 
over the course of the year 
with a Ministry in Context 
lay committee: Elizabeth 
Barkley, Colin Helton, 
Christine Lee, Mark Mifflin, 
Mistrale Yonpam Nacteta 
and Sara Schmitt. Your 
prayers for them and for me 
are greatly appreciated.

S T E P H E N  M I N I S T R Y 
T R A I N I N G 

Training will begin the second week in 
September for a group of lay people 
from our congregation.  This training 
for caring ministry was developed by 
Stephen Ministries St. Louis.  Using it, 
congregations all over the world have 
implemented lasting programs of lay 
caring ministry.

Over the next few months our Stephen 
Minister trainees will receive extensive 
training in Christian caring skills.  Some 

of the areas they will cover in the training 
include listening effectively, dealing 
with feelings, confidentiality, using the 
resources of Christianity, being assertive, 
and a number of topics dealing with 
specific life crises.  Throughout, the 
training will emphasize the theology of 
caring for the whole person.

Following the training, these men 
and women will be commissioned as 
Stephen Ministers to carry out ministries 
of caring within our congregation and 
community, with people experiencing 
such problems in life as hospitalization, 

grief, depression, loneliness, and many 
other life situations.  Working under the 
guidance and supervision of the Stephen 
Leader Team, the new Stephen Ministers 
will join our existing Stephen Ministers to 
extend the capacity of our congregation 
to care.

We look forward to continuing to 
offer caring, Christian friendship and 
concerned listening to people when 
they need it most. Please keep our 
trainees in your prayers as classes begin 
in September!
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The doors would open Friday morning, July 
20, at 5:30 a.m., but people started lining 
up hours before.  Many of them camped out 
overnight, wanting to make sure they got 
in.  What were they waiting for?  Choice 
seats for a World Series game?  Tickets to 
hear Taylor Swift in concert in Chicago?  No.  
They were there to get their smiles back. 

Mission of Mercy
13
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St. John’s disciple and dentist, Dr. Bill 
Schlosser, not only had enough smiles, 
but something even more precious 
to offer people – a real boost to their 
overall health.  You would expect a 
dentist to care about oral health, but 
Bill is even more passionate about 
the connection between oral health 
and our health in general.  “It’s more 
important than you might realize,” 
he says, “as problems in your mouth, 
teeth, and gums affect the rest of your 
body.”

Dr. Bill was one of the volunteer 
dentists who worked to provide 
over $1 million in FREE dental care 
to people in need through Illinois 
Mission of Mercy, held July 20 and 21 
at the BoS Center.  St. John’s was well 
represented as volunteers included 
not only Bill’s family and office staff, 
but also a number of disciples who 
worked alongside hundreds of other 
community volunteers.  In addition 
to the actual dental care provided by 
some 200 dentists, others served as 
guides on the clinic floor, recorded 
contact information, and made sure 
patients were comfortable.  (Yes, 
comfortable at the dentist!)  RN, LPN 
and EMT volunteers checked blood 
pressures and reviewed medical 
histories prior to treatment.

Carol Lange, one of our disciples, 
served in the hospitality area, offering 
refreshments to volunteers, many 

of whom worked 12-hour shifts 
each day, and to patients who had 
completed treatment.  The event 
was “one of the most organized and 
meaningful charity events that I have 
seen,” she remembers.  “The dentists 
and dental assistants worked many 
long hours.  They were so thankful 
that they were able to help people.”  
Carol concludes, “Mission of Mercy 
was one of the greatest charity events 
I’ve seen, and I would be honored to 
help again!”

“Patients came from as far away as 
Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, and even 
Texas,” Pastor Adam says.  “Some of 
them were visiting family in Illinois and 
found a way to get to Springfield.  One 
guy who showed me his new tooth 
came here from Chicago by train.  He 
had been missing a tooth since he was 
eight years old.”

Volunteer and St. John’s disciple Sue 
Hamilton was particularly impressed 
by the care offered to children.  “The 
amount of free dental care that was 
provided was quite overwhelming.  
There was a pediatric area, festively 
decorated for kids, that served entire 
families of children.”

When the doors finally closed, 
everything was packed up, and 
all went home, Mission of Mercy 
2018 had provided $1,013,567.55 
in donated care through 1,106 

volunteers, facilitating 1,170 fillings, 
1,321 extractions, 683 cleanings, 152 
partial dentures, 69 root canals, and 
894 X-rays.

The smiles were indeed back for 
1,180 people.  “They call it Mission of 
Mercy,” one of the patients said, “I call 
it a Godsend.”

Noah, Lori, Jacob, and Dr. Bill Schlosser volunteering 
at the Mission of Mercy Dental Clinic this past July.

“ M I S S I O N  O F  M E R C Y  W A S  O N E  O F  T H E 
G R E A T E S T  C H A R I T Y  E V E N T S  I ’ V E  S E E N ,  A N D 
I  W O U L D  B E  H O N O R E D  T O  H E L P  A G A I N ! ”
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is all it took to put 
a smile on the face 
of one of God’s 
children. You might 
be wondering what 
exactly can fifty 

cents do to make someone smile? 
With that fifty cents, a box of crayons 
was purchased to be given to a child in 
our community who was preparing to 
head back for another year of school. 
 
For the past five years, in conjunction 
with our Meals on the Lawn, we have 
collected school supplies to be given 
away to children in our congregation 
and in our neighborhood. This year, 
we all were amazed at the number 
of school supplies collected from the 
children who came to our Vacation 
Bible School and from you, the 
disciples at St. John’s. Because of 
your generosity, 67 children started 
off their school year with supplies 
that ensured they were ready for 
the school year. Because of your 
response to Jesus’ message to love 
and care for one another, these 
children were surrounded by your 
love as they started their studies.

This generosity is just one of countless 
stories of St. John’s disciples taking 
Jesus’ command to love one another 
and to care for all of God’s children. 
Week after week, St. John’s disciples 
are active in our community one 
way or another. Our disciples help 
at the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry, 
ensuring that our sisters and brothers 
in Springfield have enough food for 

THAT

Fifty cents. 

OUTREACH 
&MISSION

Pastor Adam Connolly
Pastor of Outreach and Discipleship
pconnolly@stjohns-springfield.org
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their tables. Disciples help out with Caregiver Interfaith Volunteer 
Services, helping people maintain their independence by 
providing a wide variety of services. The list could go on and on, as 
disciples volunteer at a wide variety of places in our community.

I, like many of you, had the opportunity a couple of weeks 
ago to volunteer through the Illinois Mission of Mercy free 
dental clinic. The outpouring of love shown by the over 1,000 
volunteers, providing this much needed service to members 
of our community, was overwhelming. There were certainly 
other things we all could have been doing, but the message 
I kept hearing from all the other volunteers was that this was 
the least they could do to give back to their community and 

to care for others. Getting up at 3:30 (or earlier) to head to the 
convention center, working 12+ hour shifts, was all worth it 
seeing the smiles on the faces of those who were able to receive 
these services that otherwise they would be unable to afford. 

A church I visited a couple of years ago had a sign that I will 
never forget. There were two different messages on the sign. 
As you walked into the building, the sign welcomed you to their 
community. As you left the building, the sign said, “The worship 
is over; the service begins.” As Christians, we are called to go 
into our community to share God’s radical love with all. This fall, 
you are invited to “Come and See” the countless ways you can 
become the hands and feet of Christ as we serve our neighbors. 

672 Pens
67 Backpacks

244 Notebooks

68 Folders

306 Glue Sticks
70 Pencil Boxes

72 Pencil Sharpeners

171 Erasers
1056 Colored Pencils 

3864 Crayons
100 scissors101 Rulers

1180 #2 pencils

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering
Once again, it is time for our annual participation in the LWR ingathering.  During the month of September and 
October, we will be collecting Personal Care Kits that will be distributed to people who have lost their homes in this 
country and around the world.  While families are forced to live in shelters or refugee camps, these kits will give them 
the dignity of having their own personal toiletries.  The following items are needed for each kit:

 

1 light weight bath towel, dark 
colors preferred

2 or 3 bath size bars of soap in 
their original wrapping

1 adult size toothbrush in its 
original packaging (do not purchase 
multi-packs)

1 sturdy comb

1 metal nail clipper

You may provide individual items 
or complete kits!  Thank you in 
advance!
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For the past 11 years,
 St. John’s disciples have traveled into the mission field of 
Marion, Virginia, helping our sisters and brothers with home 
repair projects through Project Crossroads.

This year was no different. The 16 disciples who went on this 
year’s trip had a great time getting to know one another better, 
playing all kinds of games, basking in the beauty of Hungry 
Mother State Park, spending time with God through devotions, 
and, of course, enjoying all kinds of great food cooked by Rose 
Moser.

Among the things that we worked on were replacing a water 
line at the Project Crossroads House, replacing a kitchen floor 
and plumbing, finishing and insulating an addition to a home, 
replacing an entire bathroom, kitchen plumbing, and painting 
a porch.

One of the things that made this year’s trip special was that we 
were able to celebrate with Mark Stransky, who served Project 
Crossroads as the Home Repair Coordinator for the past 11 
years, as he retired at the end of August. We were able to send 
him with our blessing, and to pray for God to be with him in this 
next chapter of his life.

Next year, we will once again continue building our relationships 
with the community of Marion and Project Crossroads. Although 
the dates are not set in stone, mark June 23-29, 2019 on your 
calendars for next year’s mission trip. 

“For I have set you an example, that you should serve others as I 
have served you” (John 13:15).

Thanksgiving Food Collection
October 27 - November 11YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE in someone 

else’s year. Once again we will have a special 
Thanksgiving collection for the Grace Food Pantry. 
It is through your generous giving that we will be 
able to bless others who are facing hard times this 
Thanksgiving season. We will be handing out bags 
at all services on October 27 and 28. We will collect 
food through Sunday, November 11. Last year, the 
pastors challenged the congregation that if over 500 
bags were collected, they would dye their hair. Over 
520 bags were collected, and you got to witness 
their wacky hair at the annual meeting. Watch the 
Messenger for a special challenge this year.

EVERY YEAR we at St. John’s help St. John’s 
Breadline in Springfield serve a hot, nutritious meal in 
a clean, positive environment. The people they serve 
are broken by life’s struggles and come into their 
facility each day to fill their hunger of body and soul. 

You can help out once again this year by purchasing 
a loaf of bread for $4 on Saturday, November 17 
and Sunday, November 18. Without these accessible 
meals, our guests would spend too much time seeking 
food security instead of jobs, education, and the 
relationships that help weave them into our community.

Breadline Sunday
November 17 & 18
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Thanksgiving Food Collection
October 27 - November 11

Visit from Toromare Mananato 
from Madagascar
The ELCA will be welcoming four visitors from the Malagasy 
Lutheran Church, one of our companion churches, this fall, 
and the Central/Southern Illinois Synod will be hosting 
Toromare Mananato. Many of you have met Toromare during 
her previous visits. She received her seminary education here 
in America, and the C/SIS Women of the ELCA provided a 
scholarship to help cover expenses. Although the Malagasy 
Lutheran Church does not ordain women, Toromare has been 
elected to serve as one of five members of the Foibe, the 
highest governing body of the Malagasy Lutheran Church. 
Toromare will be in the United States September 12 - 25, and 
in our synod September 15-24. Please pray for safe travels 
for our Sisters and Brothers in Christ!

During our Discipleship Hour on September 16, Toromare 
Mananato, our Sister in Christ from the Malagasy Lutheran 
Church, will be sharing updates from Madagascar, as well as 
a time for conversation. 

Please plan on joining us as we give Toromare a hearty 
Midwestern welcome.

Change to 
Missionary Support
For many years, our congregation has helped support 
Randy and Carol Stubbs and their family, ELCA missionaries 
at Tumaini University in Arusha, Tanzania. The family has 
visited St. John’s several times and enriched our worship 
services with their music.  Carol passed away this past May 
after a battle with leukemia, and Randy is no longer serving 
as an ELCA missionary. We praise and give thanks to God 
for Carol’s life and the ministry of the Stubbs family and 
continue to pray for Randy and his family as they discern 
God’s plan for them.

The Global Missions ministry team has decided to direct 
our support to the Rev. Kirsten Laderach in Madagascar.  
Pastor Laderach serves as the Country Coordinator for the 
Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) in Madagascar. 
Working in partnership with the Lutheran Church in 
Madagascar, she oversees the placement of young adults 
for a year of service there, coordinates orientation and 
retreats, and walks with the young adults in their learning 
and living. We look forward to this new partnership, and  
hope to welcome her to St. John’s when she visits the 
United States!

Toromare 
     Mananato

Kirsten
     Laderach

5%

Congratulations
   to our coffee drinkers

of congregations across the United 
States who purchase fair trade coffee, 
tea, chocolate, and olive oil from Equal 
Exchange!  

Thank you for your strong support! 
 
 

Once again, 
we are in the top

SEPTEMBER 8/9 
OCTOBER 13/14

NOVEMBER 11/12
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disciples Bill and 
Carolyn Isham 
why they so 
generously give of 
their time, talents, 
and treasures to 

St. John’s and their quick answer is, 
“Habit!” Probe a little further and 
you’ll find that their motivation for 
giving actually goes much deeper.

Carolyn explains, “God has given 
me everything that I have. How can 
I not give back to God what already 
belongs to Him?” With her quick wit, 
she then adds, “God even gave me 
my husband Bill. I’ve been trying to 
give him back ever since, but God 
won’t take him!” Sitting next to her, 
Bills shows an ornery smile on his face 
and echoes, “Nope, God just won’t 
take me back!” 
Despite their 
joking with 
one another, 
their love for 
each other, for 
Christ, and for 
Christ’s church 
is glaringly 
e v i d e n t .

Carolyn shares 
that she learned 
the importance 
of giving back 
to God from the 
example of her 

ASK

Leaders in 
Generosity

STEWARDSHIP

Pastor greg busboom
Lead Pastor
pbusboom@stjohns-springfield.org
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parents. “When I was a little girl, the church we 
attended had two-sided envelopes. One side 
was for missions and the other side was for the 
church. Each Sunday, my parents would give 
me 25 cents to put in one side and 10 cents to 
put in the other. I guess I just never stopped.” 
As Carolyn’s childhood memory clearly 
demonstrates, learning the importance of faithful 
financial giving to the church starts at an early age.

Carolyn grew up in Beardstown and began her 
career as a preschool teacher at Trinity Lutheran 
School here in Springfield. After earning her 
master’s degree in counseling, Carolyn went on 
to work for the Illinois Department of Child Care 
Services. Bill was born in Normal, but grew up 
mostly in and around Springfield. He retired from 
Trinity Lutheran School where he worked as a 
custodian for 20 years. Bill also is an accomplished 
artist, gifted in both pencil and ink drawing. 

Carolyn matter-of-factly shares, “Our friends 
and family think we’re nuts for how much 
we give. We’re very fortunate.” Bill adds, 
“Things haven’t always been easy, but I think 
the hard times have made us stronger.” 

Bill and Carolyn find the most joy in giving from 
knowing that their giving helps those who are 
in need. In addition to their generous giving 
to St. John’s, Carolyn volunteers at the Grace 
Food Pantry where she also serves on the Board 
of Directors. Her passion for the Food Pantry 
is evident: “I will work at the Food Pantry until 
I can’t lift a bag!” Bill also finds joy in helping 
others, having participated in several St. John’s 
mission trips to Marion, Virginia. “It just makes 
you feel good,” he shares. Together, they have 
been vital in helping get our neighborhood 
outreach ministries off the ground. 

Fall
Stewardship
Campaign

Come and see what one can do!

“ T R U L Y  I  T E L L  Y O U ,  T H I S  P O O R 
W I D O W  H A S  P U T  I N  M O R E  T H A N  A L L 
T H O S E  W H O  A R E  C O N T R I B U T I N G  T O 
T H E  T R E A S U R Y .  F O R  A L L  O F  T H E M 
H A V E  C O N T R I B U T E D  O U T  O F  T H E I R 
A B U N D A N C E ;  B U T  S H E  O U T  O F  H E R 
P O V E R T Y  H A S  P U T  I N  E V E R Y T H I N G  S H E 
H A D ,  A L L  S H E  H A D  T O  L I V E  O N ” 

J E S U S  ( M A R K  1 2 : 4 3 - 4 4 )

Growing our generosity of Time, Talents, Treasure 
for the sake of Christ’s mission in the world!
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5:00 p.m. Saturday 
Stewardship Kick-Off Worship 
SANCTUARY

8:00 a.m. Sunday
Stewardship Kick-Off Worship 
SANCTUARY

9:15 a.m. Sunday
All Congregation BRUNCH in the
PARISH LIFE CENTER

10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Combined Stewardship Kick-Off Worship 
SANCTUARY N
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Bring your completed 2019 Pledge 
Cards and Time, Talent, and Touch 
Response Forms with you to worship as 
we offer up our commitments to God 
for the coming year!

Yo u r  g i ft s 
m a ke  a 
d i ff e re n c e !
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DID YOU KNOW THAT OUR CONGREGATION SPENDS 
APPROXIMATELY $3,000 EACH YEAR ON ALTAR SUPPLIES?
These items include wine for communion, communion cups, wafers for our communion ministers, oil for the candles, 
baptismal handkerchiefs and candles, and regular cleanings of our acolyte and communion assistant robes, just to name 
a few. Our Altar Guild Ministry Team faithfully oversees and manages all of the supplies needed to make our four worship 
services happen each week. Your faithful and generous giving to our General Operating Fund makes our rich worship life 
possible! Thank you!

NEW MINISTRY BOOKLETS
The Holy Spirit is alive at St. John’s in many different ways, and you are invited to 
be part of it! Updated ministry booklets with descriptions, related spiritual gifts, and 
contact information will be available at the Rally Day Ministry Fair on September 8 & 9.

NEW SPIRITUAL GIFTS INVENTORY
In less than five minutes you can find out how God has uniquely designed you for 
ministry! Look for quick, updated inventories on Rally Day inside your new ministry 
booklet or on the St. John’s website.

G E N E R A L 

O P E R A T I N G 
F U N D

B E  B O L D 

C A M P A I G N

U P D A T E

SPIRITUAL 
GIFTS 
MINISTRIES Kristen Schmid Schurter

Director of Spiritual Gifts Ministries
ksschurter@stjohns-springfield.org

WHAT DIFFERENCE 
DOES MY GIVING MAKE?

S p i r i t u a l  G i f t s 
D i s c u s s i o n

September 16, 9:15-10:15 a.m. in 
the Adult Meeting Room (AMR)
Whether you are new to spiritual 
gifts, or an expert, you are 
invited to come learn and share 
ideas about serving with God’s 
strength, how God is working 
through you, and how to 
recognize and encourage others’ 
gifts. Visitors and disciples of all 
ages are welcome! 
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A n n u a l  M e e t i n g

Save the date! The Annual 
Meeting of the congregation will 
be held on Sunday, November 
18 at 12:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Life Center (PLC). Lunch will be 
served. Come and see how YOU 
can be a part of the mission and 
ministry of Christ in and through 
St. John’s in the coming year!

The new altar floor is complete! Due to multiple 
structural issues, the altar floor in the sanctuary 
had been weakening and deteriorating for 
several years. Thankfully, the altar floor was 
recently rebuilt and replaced with a beautiful, 
new high quality, wood laminate floor. No longer 
do our worship leaders need to fear falling 
through to the lower level! Come and see! 
Special thanks to Mark Books and our Property 
Ministry Team for overseeing the project!

 New 
  Altar  
Floor
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“JESUS, LOOKING AT 
HIM, LOVED HIM AND 
SAID, ‘YOU LACK ONE 
THING; GO, SELL WHAT 
YOU OWN, AND GIVE 
THE MONEY TO THE 
POOR, AND YOUR WILL 
HAVE TREASURE IN 
HEAVEN; THEN COME, 
FOLLOW ME.’” 

 MARK 10:21

G E N E R A L 

O P E R A T I N G 
F U N D

B E  B O L D 

C A M P A I G N

U P D A T E

 

AS OF JULY 31, 2018

Income  $ 577,153.50
Expenses   $ 600,228.04
Ahead/(Behind)   $ (23,074.54)

Remaining Balance 
on Existing Mortgage  $ 1,041,093.21

Total Pledged 
through 
May 31, 2020               $1,611,060.00

Total Given 
through 
July 31, 2018                $1,070,814.90

SPIRITUAL 
GIFTS 
MINISTRIES

WHAT DIFFERENCE 
DOES MY GIVING MAKE?



2477 W. Washington St. 
Springfield, IL 62702

www.stjohns-springfield.org
@stjohnslutheranspringfield


