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A 2020 VISION

BE BOLD

April 24, 2017

Dear Disciples of Jesus at St. John’s,
For 147 years, our congregation of St. John’s has BOLDLY and courageously followed Christ. 
Beginning with a small group of Christians gathering in Wittmer’s Hall on the corner of 8th and 
Washington Streets on June 18, 1870, St. John’s has time and time again stepped BOLDLY 
forward in faith to meet the needs of a changing congregation in a changing world. As we 
approach our 150th anniversary in 2020, God is once again calling us to take BOLD step of faith 
in response to the confident hope that is ours in Christ.
The vision of the BE BOLD capital campaign that kicks off the weekend of April 29/30 is a 
$3 million vision focused on freeing our congregation for future mission and ministry as we 
pay down our existing mortgage, accomplish building renovations that will better serve our 
congregation’s mission, and strengthen our ongoing outreach into the community and beyond. 
The breakdown of the money pledged is as follows:

• The first $560,000 that is pledged will be used to pay down our existing mortgage of $1.2 
million over the next three years. This amount represents our current monthly payment and 
ensures that we continue to pay down the existing mortgage at our current rate.

• The next $1.7 million that is pledged will be used to fund the proposed building renovations 
and addition that will grow our hospitality ministries, increase security, and provide for much-
needed additional and improved office space for our growing staff.

• Anything over and above the $2.26 million in pledged monies described above will be used 
to further reduce the principal on our existing mortgage, thus freeing our congregation from 
debt.

As you can see, this is a BOLD vision that will require BOLD faith, BOLD discipleship, and BOLD 
generosity, with all of us working together, to achieve our goal. We invite you to join us in 
anticipating our congregation’s 150th anniversary by pledging your support to the future God is 
preparing for us. As our ancestors of faith have BOLDLY brought our congregation to where we 
are today, may each of us step BOLDLY forward for all the generations yet to come.

“With the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of ministry” (ELW #579).
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Since we have such a hope, we are very BOLD.
II Corinthians 3:12


