
God’s Covenant with Noah
PROMISES  •  LENT 1  •  YEAR B
GENESIS 9:8-17

What is happening in this story?
For forty days and nights, Noah and his family shared close quarters with 
animals, unsure if they would see creation restored. But then creation 
began again. The waters separated from the earth. Animals were 
brought forth. Humans received a blessing and were told to be fruitful 
and multiply. Noah went through the Creation story all over again. In this 
passage, we get the finalized Noahic blessing—a covenant between God 
and not only humans but every living creature. In this covenant, God 
promises to never again send a flood to destroy the earth.

Why does this story matter for kids?
God makes promises, and these promises extend not just to us but 
to all of creation. Kids can learn from this that God is a promising God. 
Understanding God as a promising God should be a central way children 
understand God. God is also a promise-keeper. Kids can feel overlooked 
and ignored quite easily. The things of this world fail, people fail, and life 
seems like it will fall apart into chaos. But God does not fail. God is always 
faithful and always remembers us and the promises God makes to us.

What is the lectionary connection?
This is the first Sunday of Lent. It is a repentant season. Repentance is 
the most important beginning to the Christian life, and something we 
continually return to, because repentance turns us around to live more 
faithfully in the covenant, even if we have at some previous point broken 
our own covenant promises with God.

GENERAL SUPPLIES LESSON SUPPLIES
• Markers 
• Scissors 
• Glue sticks

AGE LEVEL TIP 
Rules and fairness are 
important concepts 
to first and second 
graders. Providing 
clear and consistent 
expectations will 
help kids respond 
appropriately and 
successfully during 
class.

WHIRL SUPPLIES      • WHIRL STORY BIBLES            • DVD            • WALL CHART            • LEAFLETS

• Playing cards
• Magazines

• Chenille stems 
(assorted colors)

• Crepe paper 
streamers (6 
colors of rainbow)
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Invite kids to gather near the Wall Chart.
Point out today’s date, season (Lent), color (purple), and 
icon (bread and wine). We have entered a new season 
called Lent. During Lent, we remember how much Jesus 
loves us. Jesus loves us so much that he died to forgive 
all of the things that we do wrong. Draw a purple cross 
in the wedge. The cross reminds us of God’s promise to 
forgive and love us always! Invite each kid to draw a purple 
cross in the wedge.

Have the group stand in a circle. Then walk around and 
make the sign of the cross on each kid’s forehead while 
saying, “God loves you.”

Pass out leaflets and markers.
We are going to play a game to show how much Jesus 
loves us! Have kids form pairs and choose two different 
colored markers. Take turns connecting any two dots 
with a straight line, no diagonals. The person who draws 
the last line to form a square writes their initial inside 

the square. When all of the squares are complete, count up the number of squares 
with each person’s initial. Who won? What shape did you make? Everyone wins with 
Jesus! Collect their leaflets until Respond.

Gather kids around the screen where you’ll watch the video.
It looks like Tot and Otto are planning to spend the day together. Let’s see how that 
goes.

View Episode 1, “Promise Pains,” on the Whirl Year B Spring PreK–Grade 2 DVD. 

Ask kids these questions about the video:

• Why was Otto spending the day with Tot?

• What made it hard for Otto to keep his promise?

• How do you think Otto felt at the end of the day?

• What do you imagine Otto’s friends were thinking?

• Have you ever made a promise that was hard to keep? Talk about it.

WELCOME 15

Do some kids arrive 
early? Try this.
Provide kids with a 
variety of colorful 
chenille stems. 
Encourage kids to use 
the stems to create 
arks, animals, and 
rainbows. Kids can 
bend, roll, and twist 
stems together to make 
a variety of shapes. Kids 
play together using the 
objects they made.



HEAR 15

Pass out Whirl Story Bibles to kids.
Let’s find our story today! Help kids find “The Rainbow Promise” on page 10. Start by 
pointing out the graphic that shows the bread and wine in the purple circle for the season of 
Lent. Before you read, invite kids to look for people fighting, everyone inside the ark, and the 
rainbow.

Read the story and Ada and Otto’s questions and comments on each page.

Ask these questions after you read the story: 
• Why did Noah build an ark?

• How do you think Noah’s family felt about living with all of the animals?

• What promise did God make to Noah and all people?

• What other promises has God made to people or to animals?

• Do you think God always keep God’s promises? Why or why not?

Play together!
Use a set of playing cards to randomly create pairs of kids. If there is an odd number of kids, the leader can 
play too. Each kid picks a card but doesn’t show anyone else. The leader assigns an animal to match each 
numbered card. (2s are ducks, 3s are elephants, etc.) Designate somewhere in the room to be the ark. Noah 
took two of every animal on the ark. When I say “go,” move around and make sounds like your animal 
until you find your partner. Once you find your partner, run to the ark before it rains! Play again as 
time permits.

Otto compared his promise 
to God’s promise. How long 
was Otto going to keep his 
promise? Why?

According to Genesis 5:32 
and Genesis 7:6-7, Noah 
was 500 years old when he 
became a father and 600 
years old when he entered 
the ark!

God put a rainbow in the sky 
as a symbol of God’s promise. 
Look for other symbols of 
promises in your church, 
such as crosses, baptismal 
candles, church constitution, 
offering envelopes, etc.

BIBLE BIT WATCH IT AGAIN OUR CHURCH

TODAY’S READINGS     Genesis 9:8-17  •  1 Peter 3:18-22  •  Mark 1:9-15



RESPOND 10

LAUNCH 10

Pass out leaflets, markers, magazines, scissors, glue sticks, and streamers.
Unfold and tear off leaflet square.

1. Read the words across the top of the leaflet as a class. We are going to make a wall hanging to remind 
us of this promise.

2. What symbol did God use for the promise to never flood the whole earth again? 

3. Invite kids to identify the video character and color represented for each of the six sections on the 
leaflet (Otto, red; Ada, orange; Victor, yellow; Clara, green; Tot, blue; Jax, purple).

4. What are some other things that God has promised?

5. Instruct kids to cut items out of a magazine, draw pictures, or write the names of things that remind 
them of God’s promises.

6. Glue or draw pictures onto the leaflet according to their color. For example, glue an orange sock 
in the orange section, or draw blue water in the blue section.

7. Glue a matching color crepe paper streamer at the bottom of each section on the leaflet.

8. Invite kids to share ideas about their wall hangings.

9. How long does God keep promises? How do you know?

Circle up with kids for a quick review.
We started the season of Lent. Show me where we put crosses today. Allow kids to do so. We read a 
story about God’s rainbow promise, played an animal game, and made wall hangings. What will the 
wall hanging help you to remember? Allow kids to respond.

Pass out the leaflet panels and scissors.
Fold leaflets in half along the red dotted line. While folded, cut along orange and purple lines. Unfold and cut 
along dark blue line at center. Carefully pull apart. Like this paper loop, God’s promises have no end!

Send kids out.
Invite kids to find a partner or assign partners. Have kids take turns making the sign of a cross on each 
other’s forehead while saying, “God loves you.”

Pray together: Dear God, thank you for taking care of me. Thank you for keeping your promises 
forever! Amen.

Thank kids for believing God’s promises. Remind them of the Family Square on the other side of the leaflet.
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